
HOUSE 2790

Executive Department,

State House, Boston, March 7, 1957.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In view of the fact that there may be a recurrence of the fatal
encephalitis, otherwise known as sleeping sickness, during the
summer and fall of this year, it is important that a study and
investigation relative to the spread and means of control of equine
encephalitis be authorized immediately.

To delay in this matter until final action on the general appro-
priation bill would serve to defeat the purpose of the study and
investigation which in order to be effective must begin before the
spring of this year. I recommend that a sum not exceeding
$35,000 be appropriated from the general fund in advance of
final action on the general appropriation bill. Attached hereto
is a draft of the legislation which is intended to accomplish the
foregoing purpose.

Respectfully submitted,

FOSTER FURCULO.
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Resolve authorizing the department of public health to
MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY RELATIVE TO EQUINE
ENCEPHALITIS.

1 Resolved, That the department of public health is hereby
2 authorized and directed to make a study and investigation
3 relative to the spread and the means of control of equine
4 encephalitis, otherwise known as horse sleeping sickness, which
5 causes a fatal disease in man. Said department shall, in the
6 course of its study and investigation, confer and co-operate
7 with such agencies of the commonwealth or any political
8 divisions thereof, and with such civic and other associations
9 or organizations, as may be engaged in making a study and

10 investigation of said disease. Said department shall also in-
-11 vite the assistance and co-operation of the public health serv-
-12 ice and any other federal agencies that may have an interest
13 in the problem.
14 For said purpose said department may expend for services,
15 travelling expense, materials, equipment and supplies, a sum
16 not exceeding thirty-five thousand dollars, which sum is hereby
17 appropriated from the General Fund or ordinary revenue of
18 the commonwealth in advance of final action on the general
19 appropriation bill.
20 Said department shall report to the general court the re-
-21 suits of its study and investigation, and its recommendations,
22 if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry
23 its recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
24 clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first
25 Wednesday of December in the current year.
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