
BOSTON – November 19, 2015 – The Baker-Polito Administration, in conjunction with the Massachusetts Department
of Agricultural Resources (MDAR), today awarded 25 grants totaling $500,000 to Massachusetts farmers to implement
renewable energy systems and improve energy efficiency on farms.

“We are committed to supporting the Commonwealth’s vibrant agricultural industry, which produces fresh, healthy food
for our citizens,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “Through this grant program, we can support Massachusetts’
agricultural and clean energy industries and make progress toward our ambitious greenhouse gas reduction goals.”

“Supporting local agricultural operations through renewable energy and energy efficiency investments is beneficial for the
Commonwealth’s farmers, local consumers, and our clean energy industry,” said Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EEA) Secretary Matthew Beaton. “These awards will help our Commonwealth’s farmers address their
energy needs and increase their future opportunities for competitiveness in the global marketplace.”

The grants were awarded through the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources’ (DAR) Agricultural Energy
(AgEnergy) Grant Program, with funding from the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources (DOER). The
AgEnergy program is an annual competitive program for Massachusetts agricultural operations seeking funds to build
energy projects to improve energy efficiency and facilitate adoption of alternative clean energy technologies.

“For eight years now our Agricultural Energy Grant Program has helped farms incorporate renewable energy and energy
efficiency technologies into their operations,” said DAR Commissioner John Lebeaux. “I congratulate this year’s
recipients who have shown commitment to reducing their energy use and increasing their energy independence, helping
them become more viable and sustainable in the long term, a primary mission of our department.”

“DOER is pleased to help fund energy efficiency initiatives and local renewable energy generation for Massachusetts
farms and agricultural operations,” said DOER Commissioner Judith Judson. “These clean energy projects will
strengthen their ability to control energy costs, reduce air pollution, and make their farms more resilient.”

The AgEnergy Grant Program is one of several within DAR’s Division of Agricultural Conservation and Technical
Assistance (DACTA). The division’s mission is to provide technical assistance, training, conservation, and funding to
promote economically viable and environmentally sound agricultural practices in Massachusetts. 

Since 2009, the program has awarded grants to over 180 projects statewide, providing growers and producers more
than $2.6 million to address energy issues on their farms. This year, 34 total applicants submitted a variety of energy
efficiency and renewable energy projects totaling over $685,000 in requests. 

 

Farm Name City Project Type Award

Outlook Farm Westhampton Outdoor Wood Boiler
$25,000

The Kitchen Garden, LLC Sunderland 27.75 kW Photovoltaic System
$25,000

Thomas Farm Sunderland 9.7 kW Photovoltaic System
$20,000
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The Little White Goat Dairy Orange 10 kW Photovoltaic System
$15,000

C.N. Smith Farm
East
Bridgewater 13 kW Photovoltaic System

$20,000

Atypical Farm Norton 5.7 kW Photovoltaic System
$6,740

Bonnie Lea Farm Williamstown 20.16 kW Photovoltaic System
$15,000

Maple Corner Farm Granville
Hood & Preheater; RO; Dry line with
HE Vacuum pump

$15,000

Olson's Greenhouses, Inc. Raynham Greenhouse Controls
$25,000

Grass Roots Farm
New
Braintree 24.96 kW Photovoltaic System

$25,000

Smith's Country Cheese Winchendon Solar Hotwater
$25,000

Fort Morrison Farm Colrain 17 kW Photovoltaic System
$25,000

Park Hill Orchards Holdings, LLP Easthampton 27.47 kW Photovoltaic System
$25,000

Clarkdale Fruit Farm, Inc. Deerfield 19.62 kW Photovoltaic System
$25,000

Community Supported Agriculture
at Arrowhead Newburyport

Walk-in Cooler; 14 kW Photovoltaic
System

$25,000

Wenham Pond Cranberry, LLC Wareham 5.7 kW Photovoltaic System
$8,000

Walnut Lane Farm Dudley 53 kW Photovoltaic System
$25,000

2 Friends Farm Attleboro Walk-in Cooler
$1,180

Wheel View Farm Shelburne EE Insulation; HE Heat Pumps
$22,000

Saunier's Heather Gardens
Vineyard
Haven Thermal Curtain

$7,080

Belden Farm, Inc. Hatfield 68.4 kW Photovoltaic System
$25,000

Devine Farm, Inc. Hadley 90 kW Photovoltaic System
$25,000

Gilbert Trout Hatchery Plymouth 13.78 kW Photovoltaic System
$20,000

Cider Hill Farm Amesbury 58.56 kW Photovoltaic System
$25,000

$25,000



Mapleline Farm Hadley 137.7 kW Photovoltaic System

 

“These Agricultural Energy Grants make needed investments in our farmers to continue the growth of agriculture in the
Commonwealth,” said Senate President Stanley Rosenberg (D-Amherst). “I am pleased that the Baker
Administration is committed to the sustainability of farming and supporting our local farms.”

“I want to thank Governor Baker and Lieutenant Governor Polito for their leadership in awarding these grants
funds,” said State Senator Donald Humason (R-Westfield). “Western Massachusetts has long been an
agricultural leader in the Commonwealth, and Maple Corner Farm and Park Hill Orchard have contributed to the region’s
success since their founding. This grant program will support these two historic farms as they continue to remain
competitive producers in the 21  century.”

“I'm so pleased that Maple Corner Farm and the Ripley family received this well-deserved grant. Governor Baker and
Lieutenant Governor Polito realize how important the farming industry is to our Commonwealth,” said State
Representative Nicholas Boldyga (R-Southwick). “I applaud them for their efforts to assist this vital farm in
Granville. I'm looking forward to touring the farm when this new endeavor is up and running.”

“Again, the Baker-Polito Administration has stepped to the plate and provided much needed assistance to the 2nd
Franklin District,” said Susannah Whipps Lee (R-Athol). “The fact that a small farm is getting much needed help
with clean energy solutions to its farming needs shows that we, in state government, are still looking out for the little
businesses.”

###

DAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its four divisions –
Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal Health, and Crop and Pest Services –
DAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich diversity of the Commonwealth’s agricultural community to
promote economically and environmentally sound food safety and animal health measures, and fulfill  agriculture’s role in
energy conservation and production. For more information, visit DAR’s website at www.mass.gov/agr, and/or follow
at twitter.com/mdarcommish.

Follow Commissioner Lebeaux on Twitter: www.twitter.com/mdarcommish

Visit our MDAR’s website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/agr

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy
Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment
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