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 Michael J. Dirrane appointed by Governor
Baker as Chairman of MassHousing 

Michael J. Dirrane has been appointed by Governor
Charlie Baker as Chairman of the MassHousing
Board of Directors. It is the second time Mr. Dirrane
has led the nine-member Board. 

"In addition to a distinguished career in real estate
finance, Mike has decades of experience with
MassHousing in several capacities: as an employee,
as a Board Member, and as a long-time Chairman
and most recently as Vice Chairman," said Gov.

Baker. "His experience and leadership skills will add tremendous value
to the Baker-Polito team's efforts to create and preserve affordable
housing." Continue reading... 

Governor Baker appoints Margaret F. Wagner
and Ping Yin Chai to MassHousing Board 
Governor Charlie Baker has appointed Ms. Margaret F. Wagner and
Mr. Ping Yin Chai to the MassHousing Board. 

"Margaret and Ping Yin each have decades of experience in their
respective real estate development and finance fields and I am pleased
to announce their appointments," said Gov. Baker. "MassHousing plays
a vital role in the creation and preservation of affordable housing
opportunities and as such they are an important part of our overall
economic development team." Continue reading... 
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Recent loan closings from Affordable Housing
Trust Fund will support 673 units in 14
communities 

The New England Center for Homeless Veterans received $2.2 million
from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund

MassHousing and the state Department of Housing and Community
Development recently closed $14.7 million in Affordable Housing Trust
Fund loans for affordable housing in 14 communities. The financing will
help create or substantially rehabilitate and preserve the affordability of
673 housing units. Continue reading...

'Buy Chicopee Now' initiative will encourage,
facilitate homeownership in Chicopee
More than 120 people, including Chicopee Mayor Richard Kos turned
out on September 10 for the kick-off event for Buy Chicopee Now , a
collaborative effort to promote homeownership opportunities in the city.
 
Real estate professionals participating in the program will commit their
time, energy, and resources to help potential homebuyers realize the
dream of homeownership. Continue reading... 

Amid skyrocketing rents, construction starts
on new affordable apartments in Cambridge 

Construction is underway for Port Landing in Cambridge, which will
provide 20 new affordable apartments for families in the Kendall
Square area where rents are among the highest in greater Boston.
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Capstone Communities is developing Port Landing. MassHousing
provided $1 million for the new housing from the Affordable Housing
Trust Fund. Continue reading...

Trust Fund supporting new transit-oriented
development in Somerville 

Ground was recently broken for the Union Square Apartments in
Somerville, a 35-unit transit-oriented affordable housing community
being developed by the Somerville Community Corporation.
MassHousing committed $1 million for the new housing from
theAffordable Housing Trust Fund. Continue reading...

Renovations completed at 94-unit Putnam
Square Apartments in Cambridge 

 
Congratulations to Cambridge nonprofit Homeowners Rehab, Inc.,
which celebrated the completion of renovations at the 94-unit Putnam
Square Apartments on Wednesday, September 24.

Homeowners Rehab, Inc.  purchased the building on Mount Auburn
Street from Harvard University through the Chapter 40T process. The
project received $1 million from the Affordable Housing Trust
Fund.Continue reading...

Renovations underway at Greenfield Acres 
Senior citizens living in the 94-unit Greenfield Acres
Apartments in Greenfield are already starting to see
improvements in their high-rise building that will
ultimately make the property more energy efficient
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as well as more accessible with the closing of $6.8
million in MassHousing financing.

With work expected to be completed by February,
Greenfield Acres is getting new energy efficient
boilers, windows, doors, roofing and insulation.
TheCongress Companies, which purchased Greenfield Acres in 2009,
is also making electrical upgrades, sprinkler system improvements,
renovating common areas and installing an emergency
generator. Continue reading...

Roxbury Road Race draws 500 participants 

 
The second annual Road to Wellness 5K race in Roxbury on Saturday,
September 12 was a big success with nearly 500 people running or
walking the route.

The event was co-sponsored by MassHousing, the Boston Athletic
Association and the Dimock Center. The race was organized
byHoodFit, a wellness movement founded by MassHousing's Director
of Public Safety Thaddeus Miles. The race was also supported by
theBoston Public Schools, Boston Police Department, Peabody
Propertiesand Winn Management. Continue reading...

Saluting Jeanne Dubois for 20 years of Service 

 
Congratulations to Jeanne Dubois for her 20 years of accomplishment
as Executive Director of the Dorchester Bay Economic Development
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Corporation. Jeanne was recently honored for her outstanding service
to the community and her dedication to the creation and preservation of
affordable housing. Jeanne is pictured here at the groundbreaking
ceremony in October 2013 for Quincy Heights in Dorchester.

Two Springfield events in October provide
small business opportunities 
In October, staff from MassHousing's Diversity & Inclusion Division will
offer two seminars geared toward helping minority and women
business enterprises understand future business opportunities with
MassHousing-financed housing:

Business Opportunities at MassHousing-Financed
Housing Developments, Thursday, October 15, from noon
to 2 p.m. YSET Building, 57 School St., Springfield.
Access to Credit and Capital Seminar, Thursday,
October 22, from noon to 2 p.m. at YSET Building, 57 School
St., Springfield.

For more information contact James Fortune at 617-854-1831.

Upcoming trainings for property managers 
Property managers, site staff and other rental housing professionals
can take advantage of a number of training opportunities offered
through TAP, MassHousing's Tenant Assistance Program. TAP
trainings address a number of timely topics facing rental housing
communities. Anyone may attend TAP trainings, and registration is free
for staff of developments enrolled in TAP.

October trainings cover reasonable accommodations (October 9 in
Reading) and hoarding (October 22 and 29 in Newton). A number of
other trainings are scheduled for November and December. For more
information, to register or to view the full list of upcoming TAP trainings,
visit www.masshousing.com/TAPtraining.

MassHousing hosts Hoarding Steering
Committee 

 
MassHousing recently hosted a meeting of the Statewide Steering
Committee on Hoarding, during which the committee set a number of
goals for 2016.

The SSCH was formed following a major conference on hoarding by
MassHousing's Community Services Department in December 2007 in
which it was determined that there needed to be a multi-disciplinary
approach to recognize and assist people who hoard. Continue
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