
SENATE No. 213

To accompany the petition of Frederick T. Fuller and another
that voters who fail to attend primaries and elections be required
to pay additional poll tax. Election Laws.

AN ACT
To secure the Attendance of Voters at Primaries and

Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

purpose of relieving candi-
inducing negligent voters to
citizenship, the poll tax of

1 Section 1. For the
2 dates of the expense of
3 perform the duties of
4 male citizens of the United States, twenty-one years
5 of age and upwards, inhabiting this commonwealth,
6 is hereby fixed at eight dollars, subject to abatement
7as hereinafter provided. The assessors shall, be-
-8 fore committing poll tax lists for collection, examine
9 the voting lists and abate the poll tax of recorded

10 voters as follows: two dollars shall be abated from
11 the tax of a person who has voted at the last pre-
-12 ceding state election, two dollars from the tax of a
13 person who has voted at the primary preceding said

same, as follows:
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14 election, two dollars from the tax of a person who
15 has voted at the last preceding city or town elec-
-16 tion, and two dollars from the tax of a person who
17 has voted at the primary, if any, preceding such
18 election.
19 Satisfactory evidence of physical inability to at-
-20 tend any election or primary, or of having voted in
21 another part of the commonwealth at the corre-
-22 spending time, shall be accepted by the assessors as

13 equivalent to evidence of having voted at the elec-
-14 tion or primary specified, but such evidence of
15 physical incapacity shall be tendered under oath
16 and be made of public record. The list of poll taxes

27 shall be committed for collection separately from
28 the list of property taxes, and the collector shall
29 make return thereon within ninety days after re-
-30 ceiving the same for collection. Such returns shall

1 name the persons, if any, who have not paid the pol
1 tax assessed upon them, and shall state in detail

33 what steps have been taken in each specific instance
34 to enforce payment; and the said return shall be
35 kept open to public inspection for not less than two
36 years thereafter. The tax commissioner of the com-
37 monwealth shall each year compile and incorporate
38 into his annual report the number and amount of
39 poll taxes remaining unpaid in each city and town
40 of the commonwealth. It shall be the duty of the
41 treasurer of each city and town to compile and send
42 to the tax commissioner such information as said
43 commissioner may require to enable him to make up
44 the statement above described.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on January
2 first, nineteen hundred and fourteen.






