
SENATE No. 308

To accompany the petition of George A. Eeed and another for
legislation to provide for the parole of prisoners in State Prisons.
Social Welfare.

AN ACT
To provide for the Paroling of Certain Prisoners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every prisoner who has been or may
2 hereafter be convicted of any offence against the
3 state of Massachusetts and is confined in execution
4 of the judgment of such conviction in any state
5 prison for a minimum term or terms and whose
6 record of conduct shows he has observed the rules
7 of such institution and who has served one third of
8 the total of the minimum term or terms for which he
9 was sentenced may be released on parole as herein-

10 after provided. This section shall also apply to
11 persons convicted of murder in the second degree
12 who have been confined ten years.
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1 Section 2. A commission of three appointed by
2 the governor with the consent of the council shall
3 constitute a hoard of parole which shall establish
4 rules and regulations for its procedure. Their com-
-5 pensation shall be fixed by the governor and council.

1 Section 3. If it shall appear to the board of
2 parole from the report by the proper officers of the
3 prison, or upon the application by a prisoner for
4 release on parole, that there is a reasonable proba-
-5 bility that the applicant will remain at liberty with-
-6 out violating the laws, and if in the opinion of the
7 board such release is not incompatible with the wel-
-8 fare of society, then the board of parole may, in its
9 discretion, authorize the release of the applicant on

10 parole upon such terms and conditions, including
11 personal reports from the paroled person, as the
12 board of parole shall prescribe, and to remain while
13 on parole in the legal custody and under the eon-

prison from which he was
ation of the term or terms

14 trol of the officer of tin
15 paroled until the expir
16 specified in his sentence
17 ance as is or may here
18 the legislature, and the

less such good time allow-
after be provided by act of
board shall in every parole
ience of the person paroled,19 fix the limits of the resi
after be changed in the dis-20 which limits may there,

21 cretion of the board.

1 Section 4. If the officer of the prison from which
2 said prisoner was paroled or said board of parole or

Ny member thereof shall have reliable information
4 that the prisoner has violated his parole, then the
5 officer at any time within the term or terms of the
6 prisoner’s sentence may issue his warrant to any
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7 officer hereinafter authorized to execute the same
8 for the retaking of the prisoner.

1 Section 5. Any officer of said prison or any state
2 officer authorized to serve criminal process within
3 the state of Massachusetts to whom the warrant
4 shall be delivered is authorized and required to
5 execute the warrant by taking the prisoner and re-
-6 turning him to the prison within the time specified
7in said warrant thereof. All necessary expenses
8 incurred in the administration of this act shall be
9 paid out of the appropriation for the prison in con-

-10 nection with which the expense was incurred, and an

11 appropriation is hereby made available therefor.

1 Section 6. At the next meeting of the board of
2 parole after the issuing of a warrant for the retak-
-3 ing of any paroled prisoner the board shall be no-
-4 tilled thereof, and if the prisoner shall have been
5 returned to prison, he shall be given an opportunity
6 to appear before the board, and the board may
7 then, or at any time in its discretion, revoke the
8 order and terminate the parole or modify the terms
9 and conditions thereof. If the order of parole shall

10 be revoked and the parole so terminated, the pris-
-11 oner shall serve the remainder of the sentence orig-
-12 inally imposed, and the time the prisoner was on
13 parole shall not be taken into account to diminish
14 the time for which he was sentenced.

1 Section 7. The board of parole shall appoint
2 parole officers as necessity may require. Subject to
3 the discretion and control of the board, it shall be
4 the duty of the officers to aid parole prisoners in
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5 securing employment and to visit and exercise
6 supervision over them while on parole, and officers
7 shall have authority and perform other duties as the
8 board of parole may direct. The salary of each
9 parole officer shall be fixed by the governor and

10 council.

1 Section 8. It shall be the duty of the officer of
2 the prison to furnish any and all parole prisoners
3 the usual gratuities furnished discharged pris-
-4 oners.

1 Section 9. The actual and necessary traveling
2 expenses of parole officers, when approved by the
3 board of parole shall be paid from the treasury of
4 the commonwealth.


