
SENATE No. 326

To accompany the petition of Francis J. Horgan that dealers in
coal, coke and charcoal he restricted in the manner of their sales
and that they be required to be licensed. Mercantile Affairs.

e

AN ACT
To provide for licensing Dealers in Coal, Coke and

Charcoal.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter four hundred
2 and eighty-four of the acts of the year nineteen
3 hundred and three is hereby amended by striking
4 out the words “ or coke ”, in the third line of said
5 section, and inserting in place thereof the words:
6 coke or charcoal, and by striking out the word
7 “ secretary of the commonwealth ”, in the last line
8 of said section, and inserting in the place thereof the
9 words; commissioner of weights and measures,

10 —so as to read as follows: Section 1. It shall
11 be unlawful for any perspn, firm or corporation to
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12 engage in or carry on the business of selling coal,
13 coke or charcoal, as principal or agent, in any city
14 or town, at wholesale or retail, either by maintain-
15' ing a place of business or by peddling the same from
16 house to house, or otherwise, without first obtain-
-17 ing a license so to do from the commissioner of
18 weights and measures.

1 Section 2. Section two of said chapter as
2 amended by section one of chapter four hundred
3 and thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
-4 dred and six is hereby further amended by striking
5 out the words “ secretary of the commonwealth ”,

6 in the first and second lines of said section, and in-
-7 sorting in place thereof the words: commissioner
Bof weights and measures, • by striking out the
9 words “ such period ”, in the second line of said

10 section, and inserting in place thereof the words:
11 one year, by striking out the words ‘ ‘ of its con-

-12 tinuance ”, in the next to the last line of said sec-
-13 tion, and by striking out the word “ secretary ”, in
14 the last line of said section, and inserting in place
15 thereof the words: commissioner of weights and
16 measures, so as to read as follows: Section 2.
17 The said license may be granted by the commis-
-18 sioner of weights and measures for one year, and
19 upon such conditions and terms as may be pre-
-20 scribed in cities by ordinance and in towns by by-
-21 laws, and upon the payment of such fees, not ex-
-22 ceeding one dollar for each year, as may be pre-
-23 scribed by the commissioner of weights and meas-
-24 ures.

1 Section 3. Section three of said chapter as
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2 amended by section two of chapter four hundred
3 and thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
-4 dred and six is hereby further amended by striking
5 out the said section and inserting in place thereof
6 the following: Section 3. The said licenses may
7 be suspended or revoked by the commissioner of
8 weights and measures, after due hearing upon com-
-9 plaint in such form as he may require, at any time

10 after the licensee shall have been three times con-
-11 victed of using false weights and measures, of
12 charging exorbitant or excessive prices, of conspir-
-13 ing, combining unlawfully with other persons, or
14 unlawfully discriminating in the conduct of said
15 business.

1 Section 4. Section six of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by striking out the words “ more than
3 fifty ’’, in the second line of said section, and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the words: less than twenty-
-5 five and not more than seventy-five, so as to read
6 as follows: Section 6. Whoever violates any pro-
-7 vision of this act shall be punished by fine of not
8 less than twenty-five and not more than seventy-five
9 dollars or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding

10 six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

1 Section 5. Section eighty-nine of chapter fifty-
-2 seven of the Eevised Laws as amended by section
3 three of chapter four hundred and fifty-three of the
4 acts of the year nineteen hundred and two, and by
5 section two of chapter two hundred and nineteen of
6 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and ten is
7 hereby further amended by inserting at the begin-
-8 ning of said section the words; The commissioner
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9 of weights and measures or, and by inserting be-
lt) fore the word “ sealer ”, in the sixth, tenth and
11 twelfth lines of said section, the words: commis-
-12 sioner or, —so as to read as follows: Section 89.
13 The commissioner of weights and measures, or a
14 sealer of weights and measures of a city or town in
15 which any quantity of coke, charcoal or coal for de-
-16 livery is found may, in his discretion, direct the per-
-17 son in charge of the goods to convey the same with-
-18 out delay or charge to scales designated by such
19 commissioner or sealer, who shall there determine
20 the quantity of the goods, and, if they are not in
21 baskets or bags, shall determine their weight with
22 the tare weight, and shall direct said person to re-
23 turn to such scales forthwith after unloading the
24 goods; and upon such return, the commissioner or
25 sealer shall determine the tare weight. The scales
26, designated by the commissioner or sealer as afore-
-27 said may be the public scales of the city or town or

18 any other scales therein which have been duly tested
19 and sealed, and shall be such scales as are in his
10 judgment the most convenient of those available.

1 Section 6. Section ninety-one of chapter fifty-
-2 seven of the Revised Laws as amended by section
3 four of chapter four hundred and fifty-three of the
4 acts of the year nineteen hundred and two is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the words “ Seal-
-6 ers of weights and measures shall cause the provi-
-7 sions of the seven preceding sections to be enforced
8 in their respective cities and towns ”, at the end of
9 said section, and inserting in place thereof the

10 words: • The commissioner of weights and meas-is
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11 ures, and sealers of weights and measures in their
12 respective cities and towns, shall cause the provi-
-13 sions of the seven preceding sections to be enforced,
14 —soas to read as follows: —■ Section 91. Whoever
15 violates any provision of the seven preceding sec-
-16 tions or fails to comply with any request for infor-
-17 mation or direction made under authority thereof,
18 or gives a false answer to any such request, shall
19 for each offence be punished by a fine of not more
20 than fifty dollars; and whoever shall be guilty of
21 any fraud or deceit relative to the weighing, selling-
-22 or delivering of coke, charcoal or coal, shall for each
23 offence be punished by a fine of not more than one
24 hundred dollars. The commissioner of weights and
25 measures, and sealers of weights and measures in
26 their respective cities and towns, shall cause the
27 provisions of the seven preceding sections to be en-
-28 forced.




