
SENATE .... No, 458

Senate, March 27, 1913.

llie committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was re
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 329)
of Eobert H. Mitchell for legislation relative to the installa
tion and inspection of elevators, report the accompanying bill

For the committee,

CHAS. CABOT JOHNSON.

Ci)t Coramontacalti) of sgassacinisms.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Installation, Alteration and Inspection of

Elevators, and for the Appointment of a Board of
Elevator Regulations.

and House of B-epresentatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. (a) In citic and towns not having a
2 building department or an inspector of buildings, the
3 installation and alteration of all elevators shall be under
4 the supervision of the inspectors of the building inspection
5 department of the district police. In cities and towns
6 having a building department or an inspector of build-
-7 ings, the installation and alteration of all elevators shall
8 be under the supervision of such inspector of buildings.
9 No elevator shall be installed or have alterations made

10 upon it hereafter until a copy of the plans and specifica-
-11 tions of such elevator or of such alterations shall have
12 been filed, with the inspector of the building inspection
13 department of the district police of the district where the
14 elevator is to be installed or altered, or with the building
15 department or inspector of buildings of the city or town
16 in which the premises are located upon which such elevator

CJjc Commontocaltt) of Coaooacl)Uoctto.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.
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17 is to be installed or altered, and a certificate of approval
18 or a specification of requirements shall have been issued
19 by the inspector of the building inspection department
20 of the district police, or by the building department or the
21 inspector of buildings of the city or town in which the
22 premises are located. The copy of such plans and speci-
-23 fications shall be filed by the owner of the premises where
24 such elevator is to be installed or altered, or by the man-
-25 ufacturer of such elevator.
26 (6) On completion of the work of installation or alter-
-27 ation, the manufacturer of the elevator or the person
28 making the alterations shall make a practical test of the
29 safety devices of the elevator in the presence of such in-
-30 spector of the building inspection department of the
31 district police or building department or inspector of
32 buildings in the city or town in which the premises are
33 located, and if satisfactory to the inspector he shall issue
34 a certificate therefor.
35 (c) All elevators shall be thoroughly inspected and a
36 practical test made of the safety devices required therefor
37 at intervals of not over one year and such other times as
38 may be deemed necessary by the inspector of the build-
-39 ing inspection department of the district police, or the
40 building department or inspector of buildings of the city
41 or town where the elevator is located. Within ten days
42 after such inspection the inspector making such inspection
43 shall report the result thereof to the chief of the district
44 police, upon forms to be furnished by the chief of the
45 district police; this requirement for the filing of inspection
46 report will not apply to the city of Boston.

1 Section 2. If, in the judgment of an inspector of the
2 building inspection department of the district police or
3 the building department or inspector of buildings in the
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4 city or town where the elevator is located, whichever has
5 jurisdiction, an elevator is safe, and if the elevator has
6 been constructed in the manner required by law or by
7 regulations formulated by the board of elevator regu-
-8 lations as hereinafter provided, the inspector shall issue
9 a certificate to that effect to the owner of the elevator,

10 or to the person in charge thereof, and the owner of the
11 elevator or the person in charge thereof shall conspicu-
-12 ously post the certificate in or near the cab or car of such
13 elevator. If in the judgment of the inspector of the build-
-14 ing inspection department of the district police or the
15 inspector of buildings of the city or town where the ele-
-16 vator is located, whichever has jurisdiction, the elevator is
17 unsafe or dangerous to use, or has not been constructed
18 in the manner required by law or regulations formulated
19 by the board of elevator regulations’ as hereinafter pro-

-20 vided, the inspector shall immediately post conspicuously
21 upon the entrance or door of the cab or car of such ele-
-22 vator or upon such elevator a notice of its dangerous con-
-23 dition, and shall prohibit the use of such elevator until
24 it has been made safe to the inspector’s satisfaction. No
25 person shall remove such notice or operate such elevator
26 until such inspector has issued his certificate as aforesaid.

1 Section 3. If any ek
2 is in charge of an elevate

ator inspector, or if one who
, is of the opinion that the use

3 of such elevator is unsafe
4 using such elevator, or if
5 elevator affecting life or li
6 safetv, strength or efficien

for the public use or for those
an accident has occurred to an

b, or in any way impairing the
■ of such elevator, the inspector
a elevator shall at once reportor person in charge of su

8 in writing his opinion to the inspector of the building in-
-9 spection department of the district police or the building

10 department inspector of buildings in the city or townty or town
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11 where the elevator is located. Upon such notification,
12 it shall be the duty of the inspector of the building in-
-13 spection department of the district police, or the building
14 depai'tment or inspector of buildings in the city or town
15 where such elevator is located to have an inspection made of
16 such elevator forthwith. If such elevator is found on such
17 inspection to be in an unsafe condition, a notice shall be
18 posted as required by section two of this act, and the use
19 of such elevator discontinued as therein provided, until
20 the elevator has been put in a condition where, in the
21 opinion of the inspector, it may be used with safety .

1 Section 4. (a) Within one month after the passage
2 of this act the governor of the commonwealth shall, by
3 and with the advice and consent of the council, appoint
4 a board, which board shall be called the Board of Ele-
5 vator Regulations, to frame regulations relating to the
6 construction, installation, alteration and operation of all
7 elevators, now installed or to be installed, and relative
8 to the location design and construction of shafts or en

9 closures for such elevators, safety devices, gaUs and other
10 safeguards, protection against the elevator or hoisting
11 machinery, means to prevent the spread of fire, and to
12 make uniform the work of the inspectors of the building
13 inspection department of the district police and of inspec-
-14 tors of buildings throughout the commonwealth.
15 (6) The board of elevator regulations shall be com-

16 posed of seven members, one of whom shall be a consulting
17 engineer, who shall act as chairman, one an inspector of
18 the inspection depai'tment of the distinct police, one the
19 building commissioner of the city of Boston, one an in-
-20 spector of buildings of a city in the. commonwealth, one
21 a representative of a liability insurance company licensed
22 to write such insurance in the commonwealth, one a repre-
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23 sentative of an elevator manufacturer, and one an ex-

-24 perienced elevator constructor. This board shall, within
25 three months from the date of their appointment, draft
26 a set of regulations which, in their opinion, are necessary
27 for the public good and safety, and shall within such time,
28 submit the same to the governor and the council for their
29 approval. Within thirty days after such regulations have
30 been submitted to the governor and the council, the gov-
-31 ernor and the council shall approve of such regulations,
32 with such alterations and amendments and after such pub-
-33 lie hearings as in their judgment they deem proper, and
34 the regulations, as so altered and amended, shall then be
35 referred by the governor to the chief of the district police,
36 who shall furnish upon application a printed copy of the
37 regulations to all manufacturers of elevators operating in
38 the commonwealth, and to ail inspectors of buildings in
39 cities and towns of the commonwealth, and to all others
40 who are concerned. It shall be the duty of the inspectors
41 of the building inspection department of the district police
42 and the department of buildings or inspectors of build-
-43 mgs of cities and towns to see that these regulations are
44 complied with.
45 (c) The board of elevator regulations shall serve with-
-46 out compensation and shall be dissolved upon approval
47 of the regulations by the governor and the council, as
48 above provided.
49 (d) For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of
50 this section, the board of elevator regulations may ex-
-51 pend such sum, not to exceed fifteen hundred dollars,
52 as may be approved by the governor and the council.

1 Section 5. Any person, firm or corporation violating
2 or failing to comply with any of the provisions of this chap-
-3 ter, or any of the aforesaid regulations framed by the
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4 board of elevator regulations, shall be punished with a
5 fine of not more than five hundred dollars for each such
6 offense, subject, however, to the right of appeal as pro-
-7 vided in chapter four hundred eighty-seven of the acts of
8 the year nineteen hundred and eight, amended as follows:
9 “Section one of chapter four hundred eighty-seven of the

10 acts of the year nineteen hundred and eight is hereby
11 amended by the insertion, after the word ‘buildings’ in the
12 third line thereof, of the words; or of the inspection de-
-13 partment of the district police or of an inspector of build-
-14 ings of a city or town, so that the said section shall read
15 as follows: — Section 1. Whoever is aggrieved by the
16 order, requirement, or direction of an inspector of factories
17 and public buildings, or of the inspection department of
18 the district police or of an inspector of buildings of a city
19 or town, may, within ten days after the service thereof
20 appeal to a judge of the superior court for the county in
21 which the building to which such order, requirement or
22 direction relates is situated, for an order forbidding its
23 enforcement; and after such notice as said court shall
24 order to all parties interested; a hearing may be had before
25 said court at such early and convenient time and place as
26 shall be fixed by said order; or the court may appoint three
27 disinterested persons, skilled in the subject-matter of the con-
-28 troversy, to examine the matter and hear the parties; and
29 the decision of said court, or the decision, in writing and
30 under oath, of the majority of said experts, filed in the
31 office of the clerk of courts in said county within ten days
32 after such hearing, may alter, annul or affirm such order,
33 requirement or direction. Such decision or a certified copy
34 thereof shall have the same authority, force and effect as
35 the original order, requirement or direction of the inspector.
36 If such decision annuals or alters such order, requirement
37 or direction of the inspector, the court shall also order the
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38 said inspector not to enforce his order, requirement or
39 direction, and in every case the certificate required by law
40 shall thereupon be issued by said court or 'by said experts.”

1 Section 6. Sections twenty-seven and twenty-eight of
2 chapter one hundred and four of the Revised Laws, sections
3 seventy-four and ninety-six (in so far as such sections relate
4 to elevators) of chapter five hundred and fourteen of the
5 acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine, chapter four
6 hundred and fifty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
-7 dred and eleven, and chapter three hundred and eighteen (in
8 so far as such chapter relates to elevators), and chapter four
9 hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of the year nineteen

10 hundred and twelve, and all acts or parts of acts inconsist-
-11 ent with this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Section 7. The provisions of this chapter shall apply
2 to elevators in the city of Boston, with the exception of
3 section five, which, for the city of Boston, will be as fol-
-4 lows: Any person, firm or corporation violating or failing
5 to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter, or
6 any of the aforesaid regulations framed by the board of
7 elevator regulations, shall be punished with a fine of not
8 more than five hundred dollars, subject to the right of
9 appeal as provided in section seven, chapter five hundred

10 and fifty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven.

1 Section 8. Section four of this act shall take effect on
2 its passage and the remainder of this act shall take effect
3 one month after the approval by the governor and the
4 council of the regulations framed by the board of elevator
5 regulations.


