
SENATE .... No. 488

Executive Department, Boston, April 15, 1913.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :

Herewith I return without my approval An Act to Pro-
hibit the Use of Common Drinking Cups in Public Places.

Chapter 428 of the Acts of 1910, authorized the State
Board of Health to prohibit the providing of common drink-
ing cups in “ such public places, buildings, or vehicles, as it
may designate.”

Under the authority of that statute, the Board of Health
has issued regulations prohibiting common drinking cups
in public parks, streets, railroad stations, railroad cars, steam,
or ferry boats, and in any building or premises used as a
public institution, hotel, theatre, public hall, or public school.

The present bill, if approved, cancels the authority of the
Board of Health and makes a sweeping prohibition against
the use of common drinking cups in all the before-mentioned
places and also in any place of business where more than
twenty-five persons are employed.

I am advised, on the highest medical authority, that the
public health is safeguarded in respect to public drinking
cups, by the before-mentioned statute of 1910, so far as
legislation of this sort can accomplish that result.

I am convinced that even the existing law acts to inter
fere seriously with the free use of drinking water by tin
general public and that such use is necessary to health, par
ticularly during the summer season.

It is true that this law has led to the very general use of
particular types of waxed paper cups, but these cups are
now handed about from mouth to mouth and they do not
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reveal the presence of injurious matter as readily as a clear
glass cup.

There is grave reason to question whether the introduc-
tion of these patented cups has really served the purpose
upon which arguments for their introduction were based.
Moreover, it is common experience that there still remain
very many public places, previously supplied with abundant
drinking water, in which no such supply is now available.
The statute is therefore acting, as I have said, to cut down
seriously the consumption of water and it undoubtedly
favors the use of other beverages less desirable from the
standpoint of public health.
I particularly object to that clause of the bill which pro-

hibits the use of drinking cups in places of business as I
believe that any unnecessary restrictions upon the use of
drinking water in such places, by working people, is ob-
jectionable.

Whatever dangers may arise from possible infection
through contaminated drinking glasses, may be very largely
removed by cleansing these under running water. So gen-
erally is this admitted that to a great extent surgeons are
now using running water to cleanse their surgical instru-
ments, whereas formerly powerful disinfectants would have
been utilized.

I heartily favor the wide introduction of the so-called
“ bubble ” water fountains in public places and in places
of business, factories, and workshops, but I believe that leg-
islation which, without securing this result, merely prohibits
the use of common glass vessels, is distinctly against the pub-
lic health. Its sole argument rests on the possible dangers
from dirty glasses and wholly ignores the universal neces-
sity of an abundant supply of drinking water.

I believe that the Board of Health can be safely trusted
to prescribe and administer all necessary regulations in this
respect. If this is not true then the Legislature, and not
the Board of Health, should assume all the responsibilities
regarding the public health, now resting upon that board.

EUGENE N. EOSS


