
SENATE No. 492

Cljc Coraraoutocaltl) of sgasstubiioctts.

Senate, April 17, 1913

The committees on Agriculture and Public Health, sitting
jointly, to whom were referred the petition (accompanied
by bill, Senate, Ho. 44) of the Massachusetts Association of
Boards of Health that the public health be better protected
by establishing a limit of bacteria permissible in milk in-
tended for sale; and the petition (accompanied by bill, Sen-
ate, Ho. 92) of the mayor of the city of Boston that the sale
of milk, skimmed milk or cream containing bacteria be pro-
hibited, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

CHAS. E. WARD.
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Ciic Commontocaltl) of epcissacliusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.

AN ACT
To protect the Public Health by establishing aLimit of Bacteria

permissible in Milk intended for Sale.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

, by himself, or by his servant or
agent of any other person, firm
exchange, or deliver, or have in
with intent to sell, exchange, or
contains more than five hundred

1 Section 1. No person
2 agent or as the servant or

3 or corporation, shall sell,
4 his custody or possession
5 deliver, any milk which <
6 thousand bacteria per cubic centimeter.

1 Section 2. For the purposes of this act the number of
2 bacteria in milk shall be deemed proportionate to the num-
-3 ber of colonies developing when one cubic centimeter of

4 the milk diluted ten thousand times with sterile water i
3 plated in a Petri dish of nine to ten centimeters inside diame-

6 ter with one per cent nutrient agar of one and one half
7 degrees acidity, Fuller’s scale, and incubated for forty-eight

8 hours at ninety-eight and six-tenths degrees Fahrenheit.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the
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1 Section 3. For the purposes of this act samples of milk
2 may be taken by such officials as are authorized by existing
3 law. Such samples shall be kept at a temperature not ex-
-4 ceeding forty degrees Fahrenheit and for a period not
5 exceeding ten hours before plating. The bacteria counts
6 shall be determined only by such persons as are certified
7 as competent by a board of examiners consisting of the
8 professor of public health at the Massachusetts Institute of
9 Technology and the professor of microbiology at the Massa-

-10 chusetts Agricultural College. The fee for such certifica-
-11 tion shall be five dollars to be paid by the applicant to the
12 said board of examiners for its use. Such certification may
13 at the discretion of the board of examiners be revoked. No
14 holder of a certificate whose authority has been revoked as
15 aforesaid shall make bacteria counts of milk for the pur-

-16 poses of this act until re-certified by the said board of ex-
-17 aminers. The said board of examiners or their designated
18 deputy or deputies are authorized to enter any laboratory
19 in this commonwealth where milk is being examined under
20 the provisions of this act to inspect the same and to ascer-
-21 tain if the provisions of this act are being complied with.
22 The cost of such inspection shall be assessed to the depart-
-23 ment inspected and paid to the board of examiners.

1 Section 4. Anyone violating section one shall be notified
2 of the offence and if three consecutive samples of milk
3 taken at intervals of not less than three days, be found to
4 contain bacteria in excess of five hundred thousand per
5 cubic centimeter, he shall be subject to a penalty of not
6 more than fifty dollars.

1 Section 5. It shall be the duty of officials end )rcing
2 this act to inform any person violating the same of means
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numbersthat may properly be taken to prevent ex
of bacteria in milk.

Section 6. No provision of this act shall apply to
cream; or to sour milk, or buttermilk when labelled in
accordance with the requirements for the labelling of
skimmed milk in section fifty-eight of chapter fifty-six of
Revised Laws.


