
SENATE No. 503

Executive Department , Boston, April 22, 1913.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Herewith I return without my approval Senate Bill 212,
being An Act Relative to the Listing of Voters in the City of
Boston.

Under the codification of election laws provided by Chap-
ter 560 of the Acts of 1907, the listing of voters in Boston
is effected under a listing board, by the police officers through
visits made to every building in the city and a diligent in-
quiry to ascertain the names, ages, occupations and residences
of persons eligible to vote. This work is done through the
first seven week days of April. (See amendment Section 2,
Chapter 440, Acts of 1909.)

To provide for the registration of voters subsequent to this
general listing, the police commissioner maintains at police
headquarters, in Pemberton Square, the requisite office equip-
ment for investigating and passing upon the applications of
all such persons. The office is open for this purpose for about
six months between April Ist and the State election, and this
year will be open for an additional month or six weeks be-
tween the State and City elections. During the last month
prior to an election the office hours are from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
and on the last day of the registration period the hours are
from 6 a.m. to 12 midnight

This work of registration requires the attendance of police
inspectors and clerks in order that all applications may be
properly prepared and sworn to. The listing system is ad-
mirably administered and out of the total registration of over
200,000 voters an average of only about 800 voters appear
for registration subsequent to the regular listing.
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The police department of the City of Boston is, in my
judgment, one of the best administered police bodies in the
world and, in all matters affecting the efficiency of that de-
partment, I invariably' seek the advice of Commissioner
O’Meara. Having done so in the present instance, I have
been informed by the Commissioner that if this bill is enacted
into law the regular police work of his department will be
badly interfered with, inasmuch as the measure requires that
not only police headquarters, but all the station houses within
the City of Boston, be operated as places of registration for
voters throughout a period of several months each year.
Nevertheless, the average number of individuals for whose
benefit each station house would be operated as a place of
registration, is not more than forty-five, the grand total of
persons eligible to vote in Boston, and not listed, but apply-
ing for subsequent registration, being about 800.

The police commissioner has thoroughly established the
entire system of centralizing registration at police head-
quarters and, unless grave reasons exist for changing this
plan, I cannot approve of throwing open all the station
houses of Boston to this work of registration.

The proposed bill places upon the Captains and Lieuten-
ants at the station houses a form of duty entirely outside the
scope of their regular police work and it is of the utmost
importance that these men, instead of being burdened with
additional clerical duties, should be left as free as possible
to carry on the work for which they are employed, namely,
the protection of the city from crime and the preservation
of public order.

Another reason for disapproving the present bill is that
under its provisions each station house would become a center
of political activity. Candidates and their campaign workers
would recognize in the bill a new agency for enlistino- the
support of the voters and of c
nearest place of registratior

ndueting them in person to the
and supervising the work of

registration in their own interests. For these various reasons
I believe the bill is a step in the wrong direction.

EUGENE N. EOSS


