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RESOLUTIONS

Relative to the Tariff.

1 Whereas, On April third, nineteen hundred and thirteen,
2 his excellency, Eugene N. Foss, governor of Massachu-
-3 setts, recommended In a message of that date that the
4 legislature address the congress of the United States with
5 reference to the tariff legislation now pending; now, there-
-6 fore, be it
7 Resolved, That, in conformity with this recommendation
8 of his excellency the governor, the legislature of Massa-
-9 chusetts respectfully submits to the congress of the United

10 States the following considerations in regard to tariff
11 legislation:
12 With many of the arguments and conclusions presented
13 by his excellency the governor in his message hereto
14 appended, the legislature is not in accord, but is in full
15 agreement with him as to the importance of the subject,
16 representing as do the members of the legislature a state
17 conspicuous both for the extent and the variety of its in-
-18 dustries, many of which are gravely affected by the tariff
19 laws of the United States. Be it further
20 Resolved, That at the outset the legislature respectfully
21 calls attention to the following statement in the message
22 of his excellency the governor:

The concrete political expression of the popular de

CJ)c Commomuealtt) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.
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24 maud appears in the election of a Democratic president and
25 a Democratic congress; but the two platforms which en-
26 dorsed the principle of protection received, in the votes of
27 the candidates who stood upon them, a greater endorsement

by the American people at the last election than the plat-28

29 form which repudiated the principle of a protective tariff.’
30 Resolved, That a large majority of the voters of the
31 United States cast their votes in favor of maintaining the
32 protective principle in tariff legislation there can be, the
33 legislature believes, no doubt; and that the voters of the
34 United States have given no mandate to congress in favor
35 of tariff legislation based on free trade principles.
36 Resolved, That the policy of opening the markets of the
37 United States to the unrestricted competition of the rest
38 of the world, advocated by the President in his message
39 and the pending bill, which is a long step toward the com
40 plete establishment of that policy, appears to the legisla
41 ture to be in direct contraventionof the wishes of the voter:

of the United States and especially of this commonwealth
as expressed in the last election.

42
43

Resolved, That the legislature therefore respectfully urges
that any tariff legislation undertaken by congress be based
upon the protective principle, and that the legislature is
of opinion that there should be a reasonable protection
accorded to all industries, sufficient to maintain American
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49 wages and American standards of living and to prevent
the necessity of reductions either in the rates of wr ages or
in the total amount of the wage fund paid out. Be it
further

50
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Resolved, That a tariff commission of disinterested
experts, such as we have had in the past, should be re-
established in order that tariff changes may be scientifi-
cally made and not be the work of partisan committees
irregularly modified by local and sectional interests.
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Resolved, That the legislature believes that the maximum
and minimum provisions should be continued, because in
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59

this way alone can we secure equal treatment in the mar-
kets of the world and protect ourselves against unjust dis-
criminations.
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62

Resolved, That the legislature is of opinion that the raw
materials of any industry which never have been and
cannot be produced in the Linited States, should be admitted
free of duty; that the legislature especially urges upon
congress the importance of maintaining a proportionate
difference in rates between raw materials which bear a
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duty and the finished product into which such raw ma-
terials are converted; and that, to reduce the duty on
the finished product and at the same time to increase or
to leave untouched the existing duty upon the raw ma-
terial of such product, as is done in many instances in the
proposed bill, is not free trade or open competition but a
wanton destruction of the industries so treated.
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Whereas, The pending bill authorizes the President to
enter into reciprocal trade arrangements with other coun-
tries, a power which he already possesses without action
on the part of congress;

76

78

79

Resolved, That the legislature is opposed to any so-called
reciprocity which does not bring to the L'nited States
advantages which correspond to the concessions made;
and that the legislature does not believe in reciprocity
which purchases advantages for any industry or section
at the expense of other industries or other sections of our
common country, but that real reciprocity requires that
where duties are removed, as this bill proposes, on certain
articles of general consumption, the removal should be
made dependent on our securing like concessions from the
countries whence these articles are to be imported.
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Resolved, That, believing that the principles which have91
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92 been briefly set forth above are the true principles to be
followed in any tariff revision and that only by adherence93
to them will the prosperity and business welfare of the94

95 country be promoted, the legislature respectfully submits
96 them to the congress of the United States for its considera-
97 tion.
98 Resolved, That the legislature respectfully urges upon the
99 senate and house of representatives in congress to give

100 reasonable opportunity to persons and corporations en-
101 gaged in industries which will be affected by the proposed
102 tariff legislation to be heard before final action is taken
103 by the congress of the United States, and before the pro-

104 posed tariff bill is reported to either branch of congress
105 by any committee having the bill in charge.
106 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by the
107 secretary of the commonwealth to the presiding officers of
108 both branches of the congress of the United States.




