
SENATE No. 55
To accompany the petition of John W. Haigis and others that

provision be made for preserving the natural scenery along the
Mohawk trail in the counties of Berkshire and Franklin. Harbors
and Public Lands.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fiftee

AN ACT
To preserve the Natural Scenery along the Mohawk

Trail in the Counties of Berkshire and Franklin.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The state forest commission is hereby
2 authorized and directed to take or acquire by gift,
3 purchase, or otherwise, land to he known as the
4 Mohawk Trail Reservation, situated on each side
5 of Cold river and Manning brook and on the sides
6 of the adjoining hills and mountains, and land ad-
-7 joining the new highway recently built by the
8 Massachusetts highway commission over Florida
9 mountain and known as the Mohawk Trail, in the

10 towns of Charlemont, Savoy, Clarksburg and
11 Florida and in the citv of North Adams, in the
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12 counties of Berkshire and Franklin. The land to he
13 acquired is to be taken and held for the purpose
14 of preserving the trees and slopes in the valley
15 of Cold river and along Manning brook, preserving
16 the roadsides and the views on the top of Florida
17 mountain and across the mountain and the slopes
18 and views on the North Adams side of said moun-
-19 tain, so that the natural scenery will be preserved
20 and improved. The land when acquired shall be
21 held by said commission for the above purposes,
22 and any portion of it may be used for forestry
23 purposes where such use does not unduly obstruct
24 the natural views.

1 Section 2. To carry out the purposes of this act
2 the state forest commission is authorized to spend
3 a sum not exceeding dollars, to be paid
4 out of the treasury of the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. The commission shall have power to
2 take any land which in its opinion should be in-
3 eluded in the reservation, and within sixty days
4 after any land or right therein is acquired or taken
5 under this act the commission shall file and cause
6 to be recorded in the proper registry of deeds a
7 description thereof sufficiently accurate for its
8 identification, which description shall be signed by
9 a majority of the commission and shall constitute

10 a taking of the land therein described. A copy of
11 the description of the land taken shall be sent to
12 the owner thereof by registered mail if his name
13 and address appear upon the books of the assessors
14 of the town in which the land is situated, and if it
15 is not known the said copy shall be sent to the town
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16 clerk of the town in which the land taken is situ
17 ated.

1 Section 4. The said commission shall estimate
2 and determine as nearly as may be possible all
3 damages sustained by any person or corporation
1 by the taking of any land or right therein under
5 this act; but any one aggrieved by such determina-
-6 tion of the board may have such damages assessed
7 by a jury of the superior court, in the same man-

-8 ner as is provided by law with respect to damages
9 sustained by reason of the. laying out of ways. If

10 upon trial damages are increased beyond the award
11 of the board the aggrieved party shall recover
12 costs, otherwise such party shall pay costs; and
13 costs shall be taxed as in civil eases; but no suit
14 for such damages shall be brought after the ex-

-15 piration of two years from the date of the record-
-16 iug of the taking, as required by the preceding
17 section.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon it

2 passage.




