
SENATE 168

To accompany the petition of W. C. Stevenson and others that
a board of fire commissioners he established in the city of Pittsfield.
Cities.

AN ACT
To establish a Board of Fire Commissioners for the

City of Pittsfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The general management and con-

-2 trol of the fire department of the city of Pittsfield
3 shall be vested in a board of three fire commission-
-4 ers to be appointed by the mayor and aldermen.
5 Immediately after the passage of this act one com-

-6 missioner shall be appointed to hold office until the

7 first Monday of February in the year nineteen Imn-
-8 dred and sixteen; one to hold office until the first
9 Monday of February in the year nineteen hundred

10 and seventeen; and one to hold office until the first

11 Monday of February in the year nineteen hundred
12 and eighteen, and until their respective successors
13 are appointed and qualified. Thereafter, beginning
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14 in the year nineteen hundred and sixteen, one com-
-15 missioner shall be appointed annually in the month
16 of January to hold office for the term of three
17 years from the first Monday of February then nest
18 ensuing, and until his successor is chosen and quali-
-19 lied. Not more than two of the members of the
20 board shall be of the same political party. The
21 members of the board of fire commissioners shall
22 serve without compensation.

1 Section 2. The board of fire commissioners
2 shall, subject to the approval of the city council,
3 determine the number of officers and members of
4 the department.

1 Section 3. The board of fire commissioners
2 shall have authority to appoint all officers and
3 members of the department and to remove any
4 officer or member for cause sufficient in their dis-
-5 cretion; to fix the time of appointment and the term
6 of service of the officers and members; to define
7 their duties; to make such regulations concerning
8 the pay, conduct and government of the fire de-
-9 partment, the management of fires and the conduct

10 of persons attending fires, as they may deem ex-
-11 pedient; and to fix such penalties for any violation
12 of such regulations, or any of them, as are provided
13 for the breach of the ordinances of the city.

1 Section 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsis-
-2 tent herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon it
2 passage.


