
Cljc Commontoealtj) of Qotrssticjjusetts.

SENATE No. 412
Mr. Sullivan moves that this bill be substituted by amendment

for the report of the committee on Social Welfare, reference to the
next General Court, on the petition of Wendell Phillips There, the
petition of William J. Sullivan, and sundry other petitions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
To establish a System of Non-contributory Old Age Pensions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

3 maintain a system of non-contributory old age pensions
?> for all deserving needy aged women and men over sixty-
-4 eight years of age, citizens of the commonwealth, and
5 residents of it for at least twenty years prior to the filing
6of an application for a pension under this act. Any
7 woman or man receiving a pension under this act must
8 remain a citizen of, and live within the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Any woman or man, eligible under this
2 act, shall, after complying with its provisions, receive

1 Section 1. The commonwealth shall establish and
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i pension of twelve dollars a month for the remainder
if her or his life.

Section 3. If any woman or man applying for a
jiensiou has property or income, or receives property or

nsion, she, or he, shall report
appointed under section four

income after receiving a pe
it to the commission, to be

determine the amount to he
£ the income of any applicant
amount of pension stated in

of this act, and they shall
given to such pensioner. I
for a pension equals the
section two, such applicant shall not be eligible to re-
ceive a pension under this act. If the income of any
pensioner equals the amount stated in section two, her
or his pension shall he discontinued.

Section 4. The governor of the commonwealth, with
the advice and consent of the council, shall, upon the
acceptance of this act, or within thirty days thereafter.,
appoint a commission of three, all to serve without pay..
The commission shall, with the advice and consent of the
council, have full power to make such rules and regula-
tions, and to prescribe such oaths as shall be deemed
advisable for the protection of the commonwealth. The
commission shall he empowered to procure paid assist
ance to properly carry out the provisions of this act
This commission shall be known as the Old Age Pension;
Commission.

Section 5. Nine months after the acceptance of this
act the commission shall receive applications for pensions.

One year after the acceptance of this act, and thereafter.
the commission shall he read to issue pensions under
the provisions of this act.
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Section (j. A pensioner under this act shall not be
deemed a pauper.

Section 7. The commission shall establish a system
of proper burial of a pensioner, who is without funds
at decease ; but the commission shall not allow any pen-
sioner to be buried as a pauper.

Section 8. The commonwealth shall appropriate the
sum of fifty dollars, as a nucleus, to establish and main-
tain an old age pension bequest fund. This fund shall
be open to receive bequests, donations, contributions,
gifts, escheats, et cetera. To inform the public of the
existence of this fund and its purpose, the commission
shall advertise it, at least once a month, in the various
newspapers of the commonwealth. All expenses for such
advertising shall be paid by the commonwealth.

Section 9. The commonwealth shall give all neces
sary power to its tax commissioner to collecttaxes as
defined under chapter four hundred and ninety, acts.of
the year nineteen hundred and nine, Part I, section
four, known as classes of “intangible personalty ”. The
commonwealth shall hold all monies collected under this
section for the purposes of this act

Section 10. If the money or monies received under
the provisions of this act is not, or are not enough to
carry out the purposes of this act, the commonwealth
shall, as funds are required from time to time, supply
the necessary amounts from general taxes, or from any
funds on hand.

Suction 11. The treasurer and receiver general shall
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be the custodian of all money or monies, property, et
cetera, received under this act, but the commission shall
have full power to use such funds for the proper execu-
tion of the provisions of this act.

Section 12. The sum of five thousand dollars i
hereby appropriated, to be paid out of the treasury of
the commonwealth from the ordinary revenue, for the
iepartment of the old age pensions commission, for such

expenses as they deem necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of this act, for the fiscal year ending November
thirty, nineteen hundred and sixteen

Section 13. This act shall be submitted to the voters
f the commonwealth at the next state election, and in

the following form: “ Shall the act to establish a non-
contributory old age pensions system, with a pension
bequest fund, for the deserving needy aged, women and
men, ,over sixty-eight years of age, be accepted?” So
much of this act as applies to submitting it to the voters
of the commonwealth shall take effect upon its passage
and if accepted, the whole act shall take effect.


