
HOUSE No. 37

Bureau of Statistics, State House,
Boston, Jan. 5, 1916.

To the Honorable Sehate and House of Representatives
In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the

General Acts of the year 1915, I have the honor to present
the following part of the ninth annual report on the state
free employment offices, covering the year ending Nov. 30,
1915, embodying a recommendation for legislative action,
and accompanied by the draft of a bill covering the legis-
lation recommended.

Respectfully submitted

C&c CommontoealtJ) of egassaclnisetts.

CHARLES F. GETTEMY,
Director, Bureau of Statistics.
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I desire to renew the suggestion made in my' last two
reports that careful consideration be given by the Legisla-
ture to the question as to wffiether the present form of
administration should be continued, and the Director of the
Bureau of Statistics, in addition to his increasing statutory
duties in other directions, be required to further develop
the free employment office system; or whether this jurisdic-
tion may not be transferred, to the advantage of the service
under the circumstances, to an administrative board whose
field of operation seems more closely and logically allied to
the problems involved than is a department whose func-
tions are primarily statistical. The most natural depart-
ment to be given jurisdiction over the Free Employment
Offices would seem to be the State Board of Labor and
Industries, and I therefore respectfully recommend that
such a transfer of jurisdiction be made and am submitting
a bill for this purpose.

EXTRACT FROM ANNUAL REPORT ON THE STATE
FREE EMPLOYMENT OFFICES.
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AN ACT
To provide for the Establishment and Maintenance of Free

Public Employment Offices under the Direction of the
State Board of Labor and Industries.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be established and maintained
2 under the care and direction of the state board of labor
3 and industries, in such municipalities as may be selected
4 after proper investigation by said board, public employ-
-5 ment offices for the purpose of bringing together those
6 who seek employment and those who desire to employ,
7 and in rendering such service preference shall be given, as
S far as practicable, to residents of the commonwealth.
9 The location of each office established under the pro-

10 visions of this act shall be plainly indicated by a proper
11 sign or signs and the furniture and fixtures of the office
12 shall be provided by the sergeant-at-arms in the manner
13 and under the restrictions specified in section four of
14 chapter ten of the Revised Laws for buildings or parts
15 of buildings leased to the commonwealth. Said board
16 shall have power to make all regulations not in conflict
17 with this act which it may deem necessary for the proper

CJjc Commontoealtf) of oiassacJnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.
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18 conduct of the business of such offices, and shall make an
19 annual report covering their work, which shall be printed
20 as a public document.

1 Section 2. Said board shall appoint for each office
2 established under the provisions of the preceding section
3 a superintendent, and if deemed necessary an assistant
4 superintendent, together with such clerks and other em-
-5 ployees as may be required for the proper conduct of the
6 business of said offices.

1 Section 3. No fees, direct or indirect, shall in any
2 case be taken from those seeking the benefits of said em-
-3 ployment offices. Any superintendent or clerk who
4 directly or indirectly charges or receives any fees in the
5 performance of his duties shall be punished by a fine of
6 not more than one hundred dollars or by imprisonment in
7 jail for a term not exceeding thirty days, and shall be
8 disqualified from holding further connection with said
9 office.

1 Section 4. There shall be allowed and paid out of the
2 treasury of the commonwealth for services and contingent
3 expenses in carrying out the provisions of this act such
4 sum as the general court may deem necessary and shall
5 annually appropriate therefor.

1 Section 5. Sections one to nine, inclusive, of chapter
2 five hundred and fourteen of the acts of the year nineteen
3 hundred and nine and all acts amendatory thereof, and
4 such portions of chapter three hundred and seventy-one
5 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine as
6 relate to the establishment and maintenance of free em-
-7 ployment offices under the jurisdiction of the bureau of
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8 statistics and to the duties of the director of said bureau
9 in connection therewith are hereby repealed, and the

10 several state free employment offices already established
11 by said director in accordance with law and in existence
12 at the time of the passage of this act shall be transferred
13 to the jurisdiction of the state board of labor and in-
-14 dustries, which shall give preference in the organization
15 of said offices to the various persons employed in ad-
-16 ministering the same at the time of the passage of this
17 act, but nothing in this act shall be construed as prevent-

-18 ing the board of labor and industries from discontinuing
19 any office whenever, in its judgment, the public interest
20 may so require.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect, and the state

2 free employment offices already in existence shall be
3 transferred from the jurisdiction of the director of the
4 bureau of statistics to the state board of labor and
5 industries on the first day of December, nineteen hundred
6 and fifteen, and the state board of labor and industries
7 is authorized to expend for the maintenance of said
8 offices between December one, nineteen hundred and
9 fifteen and the making of the appropriation for the year

10 ending November thirtieth, nineteen hundred and sixteen,
11 an amount for each month of said period which shall not
12 exceed one twelfth of the amount appropriated for the
13 preceding year.




