
HOUSE No. 178

Bill accompanying the petition of Albert P. Langtry that the Massa-
chusetts Highway Commission be authorized to appoint citizens as
road monitors. Roads and Bridges. January 7.

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of Road Monitors by the

Massachusetts Highway Commission.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter five hun-
-2 dred and thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen
3 hundred and nine, as amended by chapter one hundred
4 and twenty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
5 and twelve, is hereby further amended by adding after
6 the word “states”, in the seventeenth line, the words:
7 The commission shall appoint not less than five hundred
8 citizens of the commonwealth as road monitors. Said
9 monitors shall serve without compensation and their

10 duty shall be to observe violations of the motor vehicle
11 laws and of traffic regulations and to communicate with
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12 said commission the time and circumstances of such
13 violations, giving the registered number of the motor
14 vehicle involved. The commission shall call all such
15 complaints to the attention of the registrant complained
16 of and keep a proper record thereof in its office, which shall
17 be open to public inspection under reasonable regulations.
18 Each road monitor thus appointed shall serve during the
19 pleasure of the commission and shall be provided with
20 an official badge bearing the inscription “Road Monitor,
21 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts”, —so that the
22 first three sentences of the said section will read as
23 follows: The commission shall appoint from time to
24 time competent persons to act as investigators and ex-
-25 aminers; it may remove them for cause and appoint
26 others in their places, and it may determine their com-
-27 pensation and terms of service and define their duties.
28 Said inspectors and examiners, with respect to the en-
-29 forcement of all provisions of law relative to motor
30 vehicles and to the ownership and operation thereof,
31 shall have and exercise throughout the commonwealth
32 all the powers of constables, except the service of civil
33 process, and of police officers and watchmen, including
34 the power to arrest any person who violates any provi-
-35 sion of this act, and they may serve all processes lawfully
36 issued by the courts or by the commission. The com-
-37 mission may investigate the cause of any accident in
38 which any motor vehicle is involved which in its judg-
-39 ment requires investigation and for this purpose may
40 send its investigators into other states. The commission
41 shall appoint not less than five hundred citizens of the
42 commonwealth as road monitors. Said road monitors
43 shall serve without compensation and their duty shall
44 be to observe violations of the motor vehicle laws and
45 of traffic regulations and to communicate with said com-
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46 mission the time and circumstances of such violations,
47 giving the registered number of the motor vehicle in-
-48 volved. The commission shall call all such complaints
49 to the attention of the registrant complained of and
50 keep a proper record thereof in its office, which shall
51 be open to the public inspection under reasonable regu-
-52 lations. Each road monitor thus appointed shall serve
53 during the pleasure of the commission and shall be pro-
-54 vided with an official badge bearing the inscription
55 “Hoad Monitor, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts.”

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




