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REPORT RELATIVE TO THE NECESSITY AND
DESIRABILITY OF REGULATING THE USE
AND CHARACTER OF LIGHTS ON MOTOR
VEHICLES.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

The Massachusetts Highway Commission respectfully
submits the following report relative to lights on motor
vehicles, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 17 of
the Resolves of the year 1916.

The Commission has made a very careful investigation of
this subject, and has had the co-operation of many repre-
sentatives of various automobile associations and others
interested in the subject.

On July 19 a conference was held at the office of the Com-
mission with representatives of various automobile associa-
tions. As a result of this conference it was decided to have
a demonstration to see what was the best method of regu-
lating lights on motor vehicles. This demonstration was
held at the Country Club, Brookline, on Monday, August 9.

A public invitation was issued to all persons who had any
particular devices, to be present and demonstrate.

A committee was appointed to represent the automobile
associations and the public and to co-operate with the High-
way Commission in this investigation. This committee con-
sisted of the following named gentlemen:
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J. H. MacAlman, President, Boston Automobile Dealers Association,
Lawrence G. Brooks, Secretary, Highway Safety League.
Charles, E. Stewart, Faculty, Franklin Institute.
Herbert D. Boyd, Bay State Automobile Association.
Wm. G. Renwick, Massachusetts State Automobile Association

It was the unanimous opinion of the members of the
Highway Commission and of this committee that some
regulation of the lights on motor vehicles was necessary, and,
further, that this regulation should require the lights on
motor vehicles to diffuse the light sufficiently to show any
person or object for a reasonable distance on each side of the
car but not very far ahead of the car, and also to require
the lights to show clearly the roadway for a considerable
distance ahead of the car.

It was also decided that the lights should be so arranged
that they would not dazzle the other users of the highway
under any ordinary circumstances.

As a result of this investigation and these conferences, a
regulation was drafted by the Commission which was agreed
to by the committee mentioned above, and on October 27
it was transmitted to the Governor for approval by the
Governor and Council, which approval is necessary before
such regulations take effect, in accordance with the provisions
of section 27 of chapter 534 of the Acts of 1909.

The Governor and Council held a public hearing at which
a large number of representatives of automobile associations
and others were present. No one appeared in opposition to
the regulation, and it was approved by the Governor on
Nov. 10, 1915.

The regulation was made to take effect on and after the
first day of January in the year 1916. It was printed in at
least one newspaper in each county in the State, as required
by law, and consequently it will have the force of law on
the first day of January, 1916. The regulation was as
follows:

Wherever there is not sufficient light, within the limits of the high-
way location, to make all vehicles, persons or substantial objects
clearly visible within said limits for a distance of at least 150 feet, the
white lights which a motor vehicle is required to display by section 7
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of chapter 534 of the Acts of 1909 shall, when said vehicle is in motion,
throw sufficient light ahead to show any person, vehicle or substantial
object upon the roadway straight ahead of the motor vehicle for a
distance of at least 150 feet. Any light thrown directly ahead or side-
wise shall be so arranged that no dazzling rays from it or from any
reflector shall be at any time more than 3| feet above the ground on a
level road at a distance of 50 feet or more ahead of said vehicle, and
said light shall be sufficient to enable the operator of the motor vehicle
to see any person, vehicle or substantial object upon the roadway or
side thereof, for 10 feet on each side of the motor vehicle 10 feet ahead
of said vehicle.

This regulation shall take effect on and after the first day of Janu-
ary in the year 1916.

The Commission felt that this was ■ the best method of
regulating the lights because if, in practice, it turned out
that the regulation needed to be changed in any particular,
it could be done by amendment or otherwise when approved
by the Governor and Council, and without waiting for the
Legislature to convene.

The investigations made by the Commission of the various
ntomobile accidents this year have demonstrated clearly

that there are a large number of accidents happening in the
nighttime because of lack of sufficient light, because the
lights of motor vehicles do not show pedestrians and other
users of the highways for a sufficient distance on each side
of the car. There have been quite a large number of
accidents in which the operators have been unable to see
some one who was crossing the street until they were directly
in front of the car only a few feet distant. This is a great
source of danger.

The Commission is of the opinion that all motor vehicles
should be equipped with lights that will show the roadside
and any person crossing the street for a considerable distance
on each side of the car and in front of the car. These lights,

however, should not be of sufficient volume to dazzle any
one. There have been few, if any, accidents caused by
glaring headlights when the motor vehicle was properly
operated, as it is evident that any operator who can see the
road and all persons on it ahead of him should slow down and
stop if necessary.
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The Commission believes that this regulation, if complied
with by the owners of motor vehicles, will not only do away

of glaring headlights, but will
to pedestrians and others who
light.

with the danger and nuisance
largely diminish the accidents
are not seen because of lack of

JAMES W. SYNAN
Massachusetts Highway Commission.

WM. D. SOHIER,
F. D. KEMP,

Boston, Mass., Jan. 5, 1916,


