
HOUSE No. 367

REPORT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS HIGHWAY COM-
MISSION RELATIVE TO CONSTRUCTING A HIGH-
WAY IN THE TOWN OF HINGHAM CONNECTING
WITH THE NANTASKET BEACH RESERVATION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

The Massachusetts Highway Commission has the honor to
make the following report required by chapter 91 of the Re-
solves of 1915, relating to the construction of a certain high-
way in the town of Hingham.

The report was directed to be made not later than January
15, and was to be based upon the construction of a road of
suitable width either by the use or widening of existing ways
or in whole or in part upon a new location.

Boston to Hingham, Main Road.
Survey lines have been run over three different routes
From the end of the existing State highway coming from

Quincy to Hingham Square is about three-quarters of a mile
over a town road. On this section there were two possible
routes on which a highway could be constructed.

The first was to follow Lincoln Street to Burdett Avenue,
thence turning a bad right-angle corner and following Burdett
Avenue to Otis Street, where there would be another bad
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corner, then following Otis Street and Harbor Street to meet the
existing main line at Harbor Street about a quarter of a mile
easterly from the square.

This line was evidently not desirable, because it not only
increased the distance considerably, but it had a poor align-
ment and dangerous corners.

A much better route can be obtained by leaving the present
road at the end of the existing State highway at Thaxter
Street, then over a new route over private land, passing along
the northerly side of Broad Avenue to Otis Street, thence fol-
lowing Otis Street and Harbor Street to the main road at the
point mentioned above.

This route would be as direct as the existing highways, and
avoids any dangerous corners. If this route is followed, it is
proposed to make the layout 60 feet in width, and to widen
Otis Street and Harbor Street to that width.

The total length of this proposed highway is 6,300 feet,
3,200 feet of which is over a new location over private land on
which there are no buildings.

There is practically no interference with buildings on Otis
Street, but on Harbor Street twelve old and inexpensive build-
ings will have to be moved or torn down.

Hingham Main Road towards Nantasket.
Three different lines have been surveyed here, and rough

estimates made of the cost of construction.
The first possibility is to widen the existing highway, which

is now extremely narrow in places and is often congested by the
large summer traffic.

At the narrowest point the highway is only 33 feet wide, in-
cluding sidewalks, car tracks, gutters and roadway. The road-
way itself between rail and curbing, including one gutter, is
only 17 feet at the narrowest place. This width is manifestly
entirely inadequate for the traffic. The surface of the road
between the rails is in poor condition.

The existing road can be widened to 60 feet in width, which
involves a maximum taking of 27 feet in width for a short dis-
tance. The average taking would be about 20 feet in width.
Such widening would involve the moving back of five medium-



1916.] HOUSE No. 367. 6

sized buildings, the reconstruction of some bank walls and
other walls and fences, and the removal of some tiles.

If this widening were made, it would provide room for two
sidewalks 9 feet in width, one car track on the side, leaving
32 feet in width between the rail and the curb for a roadway.
This whole width should be constructed and made usable.

If a double car-track location is desired, the railroad should
be required to pave the whole width between the rails and 18
inches on each side, which would leave feet of road to be
constructed, but would provide a roadway 38| feet in width,
including the car tracks, all of which could be used for traffic.

The land damages on this route would be quite large, but
this is the shortest route, and consequently the cost of con-
structing the roadway itself would be less than it would cost
by the other longer routes.

The second route over which a survey was made follows the
existing main road for a distance of about 600 feet, then turns
and crosses private land over a new location to a point where
it intersects the possible new route described herein as the
third route:

The expense of construction over this route, including land
damages, is considerably greater than it is over either of the
other routes, 1 and it is longer and less desirable.

Where the existing highway is followed, it involves moving
the same buildings that wmuld have to be moved if route No. 1
is followed.

Ihe third route is practically a continuation of Harbor
Street, crossing the main road to Green Street, then running on
Green Street, which should be widened, a distance of 400 feet,
thence over private land on a new location near the tracks of
the Old Colony Railroad for about 2,500 feet, thence turning
somewhat northerly, crossing Summer Street, and continuing in
a direct line and intersecting Rockland Street (the main road
to Nantasket Beach) about 500 feet below Summer Street at
the foot of the grade. The total length of this route is 4,400 feet.

It involves the taking of land and the moving of buildings,
to obtain a new location between the end of Harbor Street and
the intersection with Green Street. Five wooden-frame build-
ings must be moved or torn down. In the widening of Green
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Street three more frame buildings have to be moved or torn
down, as well as three frame buildings on private land. None
of these buildings is of much value.

This route is 500 feet longer than the first route following
the existing highway.

The width of location on any of these routes should be at
least 60 feet.

The congestion on the main road would be largely relieved if
route No. 3 were constructed, provided the bulk of the traffic
used it, but probably a considerable amount of the traffic would
continue to use the existing main road.

It seems probable that the existing main road would have to
be widened in the near future, even if the new route is built,
and it will certainly have to be widened whenever a double car-
track location becomes necessary if it is located on that street.

Rough Estimate of the Cost of Construction.
From the State highway on Lincoln Street to Summer Street

over the route hereinbefore described, about 6,300 feet in
length, a rough estimate of the cost of construction of a road
graded 30 feet in width, with a suitable hardened surface 20
feet in width, would be $38,000 to $40,000, the location to be
60 feet in width. This does not include land damages or the
cost of moving buildings, etc.

Route No. 1. —Widening Summer Street, the present main
road, to a width of 60 feet, to the corner of Summer and
Rockland streets, a distance of about 4,000 feet, assuming that
a hardened road surface of only 20 feet in width was con-
structed and only dirt sidewalks were made, a rough estimate
of the cost of construction would be $32,000.

This estimate is based upon the assumption that the street
railway company pays for constructing the surface between its
tracks and 18 inches on each side. If there is to be a single
car track only, the hardened surface should be 30 feet wide on
this section, and this would increase the estimated cost to
$37,000 or $38,000. To this should be added a very consider-
able sum for land damages, moving buildings, etc.

Route No. 2. ■— We do not consider this desirable, as it would
cost more to construct it than either route No. 1 or No. 3.
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Route No. 3. A rough estimate of the cost of construction
on this route, on a location 60 feet in width, graded 30 feet
wide and with a hardened surface 20 feet in width, is $30,000.

This does not include land damages, cost of moving build-
ings, etc., but most of this route is over unoccupied land where
the damage would be small. Several small buildings, however,
would have to be moved or torn down.

From the junction of Summer and Rockland streets on Rock-
land Street to the square at Nantasket post office is 8,000 feet.
A rough estimate of the cost of constructing this section, with a
hardened surface 20 feet in width, is about $45,000.

This includes the cost of raising the grade of the present
road at the Nantasket end 3 feet, as the present road is over-
flowed during a high course of tides. This estimate does not
include the cost of widening or reconstructing the existing
bridge over the railroad.

The rough estimate of the total cost of constructing the
whole route, not including land damages, etc., is from $115,000
to $123,000.

Land Damages,

The Commission feels that the town authorities who are
familiar with local values and conditions can make the best
estimate as to what the land damages will be. The Commis-
sion does not feel that any guess which it might make would be
of value.

The assessed value of the land taken, including the buildings
thereon, if they cannot be moved and are destroyed, is $20,000.
It is probable, however, that the actual damages incurred would
be several times greater than this sum, as some estates would
be damaged by the widening and construction of the road much
more than the actual value of the land taken, especially on
route No. 1 through the village.

The Commission is of the opinion that the existing high-
ways, especially Summer Street, are entirely inadequate for the
traffic which goes over them, and that the narrow section of
this main road should be widened as soon as possible if some
equitable arrangement can be made whereby the expense can be
fairly divided between the town, the county, and the street
railway company if or when it desires a double-track location.
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The company in any event should pave the surface between
its tracks and 18 inches on each side, so that it can be used.

On the other two sections, the one leading from the State
highway on Lincoln Street into Summer Street, and the other
on Rockland Street from its junction with Summer Street to
the Nantasket post office, the highways would be constructed
or improved largely for the use of the through traffic.

On these sections it would, in our opinion, be equitable for
the State to pay the greater part of the cost of construction,
if the county or the town paid for all the land damages, moving
buildings, etc., including all the necessary rights for drainage.

The Commission is of the opinion that all the improvements
above described will be of advantage to the traveling public,
and are or will be necessary within the next few years.

The widening of Summer Street is a distinct public necessity
because of the large number of vehicles that use it every day,
and should be made as soon as possible; and the Commission
and its engineers believe that it is more desirable that this
main road should be widened and improved than it is to con-
struct any highway over a new location such as is outlined in
route No. 3.

The construction of the highways connecting with Summer
Street on the east and west is not nearly so important, and it
is possible that they could be constructed during the next few
years by some equitable agreement which could be made be-
tween this Commission, the county commissioners of Plymouth
County, and the town of Hingham.

Respectfully submitted,

WM. D. SOHIER,

F. D. KEMP,
JAMES W. SYNAN,

Massachusetts Highway Commission.

Boston, Mass., Jan. o, 1916.


