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Commission on Economy and Efficiency,
State House, Boston, Jan, 13, 1916.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in the General
Court assembled.

The Commission on Economy and Efficiency submits here-
with a summary of the recommendations for legislative
action contained in the commission’s report on the work and
administration of the State Forester’s department, together
with drafts of bills to carry these recommendations into
effect. This report, prepared at the request of His Excel-
lency the Governor, was submitted to him on Dec. 23, 1915.

The complete text of the report on the State Forester’s
department and of the bills prepared in connection there-
with will be printed in the apnual report of this commission
for the year 1915. The bills are filed at this time under the
provisions of chapter 222 of the General Acts of 1915, by
which this commission is exempted from the requirement of
section 6 of chapter 18 of the Revised Laws, as amended by
chapter 452 of the Acts of 1910, that recommendations or
suggestions for legislative action contained in the annual
reports of departments shall be deposited with the Secretary
of the Commonwealth on or before the first Wednesday in
January for transmission to the General Court.

COMMISSION OX ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY,

Respectfully submitted

No. 840



2. Forest Fire Prevention.
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(a) Chapter 478, Acts of 1908, should be amended so as
to permit the charging of the cost of supervision to the lots
acquired for reforestation purposes.

(6) The provision of the same act limiting the maximum
size of any lot purchased for reforestation to 80 acres should
be repealed, and the act should be amended so as to allow
a maximum of $5OO to be expended in purcashing any
single tract, the average price per acre not to exceed $5.

(c) The act creating the State Forest Commission should
be amended so as to allow the expenditure of the commis-
sion’s appropriations for all purposes reasonably necessary
within the scope of its work, or repealed, and the authority
of the commission vested in the State Forester (Chapter
720, Acts of 1914).

(a) Chapter 722, Acts of 1911, should be amended so as
to give the State Fire Warden the following powers and
duties:

1. To take charge of forest fire work in towns in cases of
emergency.

2. To inspect forest fire apparatus in towns reimbursed by
the State for the purchase of such apparatus and to require
such apparatus to be kept in serviceable condition.

3. To make general rules and regulations to govern forest
fire prevention work.

1. General Forestry and Reforestation.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
CONTAINED IN REPORT OF COMMISSION ON
ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY UPON THE WORK
AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE STATE FOR-
ESTER’S DEPARTMENT.
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(b) The law providing for the appointment of local forest
wardens (Acts of 1907, chapter 475, as amended by Acts of
1913, chapter 600, section 1) should be further amended so
as to empower the State Forester to appoint such wardens
in cities and towns where they are not appointed by the
proper municipal officials within the time fixed by law.

(c) The act authorizing partial reimbursement to certain
towns for forest fire apparatus purchased (Acts 1910, chapter
398) should be amended so as to permit reimbursement, in
the discretion of the State Forester, on account of replace-
ments of apparatus in towns in the same class, to an amount
not exceeding 50 per cent of the cost of such replacements
nor more than $lOO in any one year.

(d) The same act (Acts 1910, chapter 398) should be
amended so as to give to the local forest warden in reim-
bursed towns custody of forest fire apparatus purchased by
such towns.

(e) The statutes requiring permits for setting fires in the
open air (Acts 1908, chapter 209) should be made general.

Moth Suppression.

For increasing the efficiency of this division of the depart-
ment’s wr ork three possible courses are suggested, the first
two of which would require legislative action and the last
administrative action only.

(a) The first course would be to secure action by Congress
authorizing the Bureau of Entomology of the Federal De-
partment of Agriculture to take complete charge of moth
work throughout New England with such contributions to
expenses by the several states as might be reasonably nec-
essary for doing the work. In Massachusetts the cities and
towns now making appropriations for moth work should be
subject to contribute a reasonable sum to meet the expenses
of moth work done within their limits. This program would
require both State and national legislation (no bills are
presented in connection with this recommendation).

(6) If it proved impracticable to place the work entirely
in the hands of Federal officials the State authorities in this
State should be given entire charge of all moth work now
being carried on under combined State and local authority in
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the cities and towns east of those at present cared for by
the Federal authorities. The State authorities charged with
the work should have adequate authority to establish an
efficient system for conducting the work, including power to
combine cities and towns into districts which should be
handled as units for administrative purposes.

(a) The Forester’s term should be fixed by law at three
vears.

( b) The statutory requirement that the report of the
State Forester be printed in the annual report of the State
Board of Agriculture should be repealed (Acts of 1904,
chapter 409, section 5, part).

(c) The laws relating to forestry and the Forester’s de-
partment should be revised and codified.

4. General Recommendations.
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Relative to the Purchase of Forest Land and Reforestation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter four hundred and
2 seventy-eight of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and eight is hereby amended by striking out the entire
4 section and by inserting in place thereof the following: —-

5 Section 1. For the purpose of experiment and illustra-
-6 tion in forest management and for the purposes specified
7 in section seven of this act the sum of five thousand dol-
-8 lars may be expended in the year nineteen hundred and
9 eight; and the sum of ten thousand dollars annually

10 thereafter by the state forester, with the advice and con-
-11 sent of the governor and council, in purchasing and re-
-12 foresting lands situated within the commonwealth and
13 adapted to forest production. Reasonable expense of
14 supervision over reforestation work both on lots pur-
-15 chased and those acquired under the provisions of section
16 three shall be included in the cost of the work authorized
17 hereby. The price paid for land shall not in any instance
18 exceed five dollars per acre, nor shall more than five hun-
-19 dred dollars be expended in purchasing any single con-
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
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20 tiguous tract except in cases where the land purchased
21 directly affects a source or tributary of water supply in
22 any city or town of the commonwealth. All lands ac-
-23 quired under the provisions of this act shall in each
24 instance be conveyed to the commonwealth by good and
25 sufficient deed, and no lands shall be paid for nor any
26 money expended in improvements thereon until all instru-
-27 ments of conveyance and the title to be transferred
28 thereby have been approved by the attorney-general and
29 until such instruments shall have been executed.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
Relative to a State Forest Commission and the Purchase of

Lands for State Forests.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.

and Rouse of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follows:

of chapter seven hundred and1 Section 1. Section twc
2 twenty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 fourteen is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “commonwealth”, in the fourth line, the following:
5 But all purchases made by the commission shall be sub-
-6 ject to the approval of the governor and council, and
7 by inserting after the word “acre”, in the last line, the
8 following: The commission may employ from time to
9 time such persons as may be required for the perform-

-10 ance of its duties, and may expend for this purpose, from
11 the appropriation authorized herein, an amount not ex-
-12 ceeding dollars annually, so that the section
13 will read as follows: Section 2. The commission shall
14 have power to acquire for the commonwealth, by pur-
-15 chase or otherwise, and to hold, woodland or land suit-
-16 able for timber cultivation within the commonwealth, but
17 all purchases made by the commission shall be subject
18 to the approval of the governor and council. The com-

Cl)t Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts,
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19 mission may, after a public hearing, sell or exchange any
20 land thus acquired, which, in the judgment of the com-
-21 mission, can no longer be used advantageously for the
22 purposes of this act. The average cost of land purchased
23 by the commission shall not exceed five dollars an acre.
24 The commission may employ from time to time such
25 persons as may be required for the performance of its
26 duties and may expend for this purpose, from the appro-
-27 priation authorized herein, an amount not exceeding
28 dollars annually.

1 Section 2. Section six of the said chapter seven hun-
-2 dred and twenty is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “act”, in the fifth line, the words: and for
4 necessary purposes incidental thereto, and by striking
5 out after the word “lands”, in the eighth line, the re-
-6 mainder of said section; so that the section will read
7 as follows: Section 6. The sum of ten thousand dol-
-8 lars may be expended during the present year and the
9 sum of twenty thousand dollars may be expended an-

-10 nually for the four succeeding years by the state forest
11 commission in the acquisition of lands under the provi-
-12 sions of this act and for necessary purposes incidental
13 thereto: provided, that the said commission may, at its
14 discretion, authorize the state forester to expend a part
15 of said sum in the maintenance of said lands.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Note. The existing provision for continuing balances
of appropriations from one year to another is stricken out as
inconsistent with a proper financial policy. The provision
for an allowance of $5OO annually for expenses is also stricken
out as unnecessary.
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AN ACT
To increase the Powers of the State Fire Warden.

Be ii enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter seven hundred
2 twenty-two of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 eleven is hereby amended by striking out the entire
4 section and by inserting in place thereof the following:

5 Section 1. The state forester is hereby empowered to
6 appoint and to remove, subject to the civil service law
7 and rules, an assistant to be known as the state fire
8 warden and to designate not more than fifteen deputies
9 to aid such state fire warden in the discharge of his duties

10 whenever, in the opinion of said state forester, the
11 services of such deputies are required. It shall be the
12 duty of the state fire warden, under the direction of the
13 state forester, to aid and advise the forest wardens and
14 their deputies in towns and the municipal officers exer-
-15 cising the functions of forest wardens in cities, in pre-
-16 venting and extinguishing forest fires and in enforcing the
17 laws relative thereto. He shall have power, subject to
18 the appro\ al of the state forester, to take charge of the

CJje Commontocaltf) of
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19 work of extinguishing any forest fire which the authori-
-20 ties in charge of forest fire work in the city or town
21 where such fire occurs are unable to control, if he is re-
-22 quested by such authorities to do so. He may personally
23 or by deputy inspect apparatus purchased in accordance
24 with the provisions of chapter three hundred ninety-eight
25 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and ten and
26 amendments thereto, and may require that it be properly
27 stored and kept in good condition. He may, subject to
28 the approval of the state forester, make rules and regula-
-29 tions for the guidance of city and town officials in charge
30 of the work of preventing and extinguishing forest fires,
31 and may, with the approval of the state forester, tempo-
-32 rarily suspend the application of any or all such rules
33 and regulations when, in Iris opinion, circumstances may
34 require.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Appointment of Forest Wardens.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sixteen of chapter thirty-two of
2 the Revised Laws, as amended by section one of chapter
3 four hundred and seventy-five of the acts of the year
4 nineteen hundred and seven and by section one of chapter
5 six hundred of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
6 and thirteen, is hereby further amended by inserting
7 after the word “approved”, in the eighth line, the fol-
-8 lowing: —lf the state forester fails, during the month
9 of January, or within ten days thereafter, to receive notice

10 of the appointment of a forest warden for any city or
11 town, he may, upon the recommendation of the state
12 fire warden, appoint a suitable person resident in such
13 city or town to be forest warden for the ensuing year,
14 and until his successor is appointed and qualified, and
15 shall immediately give persons so appointed notice of
16 their appointment, —so as to read as follows: Section
17 16. The mayor and aldermen in cities and the selectmen
18 in towns shall annually, in January, appoint a forest
19 warden, and they shall forthwith give notice of such ap-
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20 pointment to the state forester. The appointment of a
21 forest warden shall not take effect unless approved by the
22 state forester, and when so approved notice of the ap-
-23 pointment shall be given by the mayry and aldermen
24 or by the selectmen to the person so appointed and ap-
-25 proved. If the state forester fails, during the month of
26 January, or within ten days thereafter, to receive notice
27 of the appointment of a forest warden for any city or
8 town, he may appoint a suitable person resident in such
9 city or town to be forest warden for the ensuing year

10 and until his successor is appointed and qualified, and
11 shall immediatel as so appointed notice of»e

Whctheir appointn rev having been duly ap-
ays after the receipt of suchaointed fails within

■wn clerk his acceptance14 notice to file with the cit

ir refusal of the office shall unless excused bv the mavo:

le forfeit ten dollarsaldermen or by the
Nothing in this act or in any other act shall be construed

18 to prevent the offices of tree warden, selectmen, chief
19 of fire department and fore ,t warden from being held by
10 the same person.

tion 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage1
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In the \ ear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To reimburse Towns for the Purchase of Certain Fire

Apparatus and to provide for the Control of such Appa-
ratus.

Be it enacted hv the Sene of Representativeand 1

in General Court asset, by the authority of the
arne, as f

1 Sec three hundredi£

2 ninety-eight of the acts of t nineteen hundred and
ten, as amended bv cha ter two hundred sixty-two o: t

4 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen is
hereby further amended by adding after the word

6 “dollars”, in the eleventh line, the following: Towns
which shall have expended for apparatus and have

8 been reimbursed thereon id and which shall
9 appropriate and expend m

10 when the same shall be d(
ney to replace such apparai
stroyed or rendered unservi

11 able, may, in the same ma rer, upon the recommenc

12 of the state forester, be allowed a sum r ling one

13 half their expenditure for
14 no town shall receive raor

placing such apparatus,
;han one hundred dollar

r

15 this purpose in any one r shall this provision

16 apply to any town havir f more than one

17 million seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Con-

Cljc Commontoealtft of Massachusetts.
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18 trol of apparatus purchased in accordance with the
19 provisions of this act shall be vested in the forest warden
20 of each town. He may, however, in his discretion, dele-
-21 gate such control to his deputies as need requires,— so
22 that said section shall read as follows: Section 1.
23 Every town in the commonwealth with a valuation of
24 one million seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars or
25 less, which appropriates and expends money, with the
26 approval of the state forester, for apparatus to be used in
27 preventing or extinguishing forest fires or for making
28 protective belts or zones as a defense against forest
29 fires, shall be entitled, upon the recommendation of the
30 state forester, approved by the governor, to receive from
31 the treasury of the commonwealth a sum equal to one
32 half of the said expenditure, but no town shall receive
33 more than two hundred and fifty dollars. Towns which
34 shall have expended money for apparatus and have been
35 reimbursed thereon as aforesaid and which shall appro-
-36 priate and expend money to replace such apparatus when
37 the same shall be destroyed or rendered unserviceable,
38 may, in the same manner, upon the recommendation of
39 the state forester, be allowed a sum not exceeding one
40 half their expenditure for replacing such apparatus, but
41 no town shall receive more than one hundred dollars for
42 this purpose in any one year nor shall this provision
43 apply to any town having a valuation of more than one
44 million seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Cus-
-45 tody of apparatus purchased in accordance with the pro-
-46 visions of this act shall be vested in the forest warden of
47 each town. He may, however, in his discretion, delegate
48 such control to his deputies as need requires.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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AN ACT
To regulate the Setting of Fires in the Open Air.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-four of chapter thirty-
-2 two of the Revised Laws, chapter two hundred and nine
3 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eight, and all
4 acts and parts of acts in amendment thereof and in ad-
-5 dition thereto, are hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. Except as‘hereafter provided, it shall be
2 unlawful within any city or town for any person to set,
3 maintain, or increase a fire or fires in the open air or to
4 cause such a fire to be set, maintained or increased, be-
-5 tween the first day of March and the first day of Decem-
-6 ber in any year except by written permission of the local
7 forest warden, chief of the fire department, or fire com-
-8 missioner; provided, hoivever, that debris from fields,
9 gardens and orchards and leaves and rubbish from fields

10 may be burned on plowed fields by the owners thereof,
11 their agents or lessees; and provided, further, that per-
-12 sons above eighteen years of age may maintain a fire
13 for a reasonable purpose upon sandy or barren land if the

Cfie CommonUmiltl) of
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-i

14 fire is enclosed within rocks, metal or other non-inflam-
-15 mable material. In either case, such fire shall be at
16 least two hundred feet distant from any forest or sprout
17 lands, and at least fifty feet distant from any building,
18 and shall be properly attended until it is extinguished.
19 Forest wardens in towns and officials performing the
20 duties of forest wardens in cities shall cause public notice
21 to be given of the provisions of this section and shall

enforce the same. Whoever violates the provisions of
23 this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than
24 one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not more
25 than one month or by both such fine and imprisonment.

i:1 Section 3. The provisions of the preceding
2 shall not apply to fires which may be set for the purpose
3 of suppressing gipsy and brown tail moths in accordance
4 with regulations and methods approved by the state

forester

1 Section 4. The state forester, the state fire warden
2 or any duly authorized assistant of the state forester,
3 forest wardens in towns £nd officials performing the

4 duties of forest wardens in cities, or any duly appointed
5 deputy forest warden may arrest without a warrant any

6 person found in the act of setting, maintaining or increaS'
7 ing a fire in violation of the provisions of this act.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect on the first daj

of July in the year nineteen hundred and sixteen.
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In the 4 ear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To provide for Suppressing the Gypsy and Brown Tail

Moths.

House of Representativehe it enacted by ike Senate an7

ral Cou( by the authority of thean

same

1 Section 1. The state for iter is h
iestrov a

authorized
d directedi :1 all gypsy
(1 brown-tail nd th ir pupa?, eggs, nests and

4 caterpillars. For this pu he may, subject to tin
il service law and rules, c :cept as herein otherwci

6 provided, employ and rem
7 clerks as he may consider

h experts, agents and
fix their com-

Fie may als8 pe ar 4her ilecessary

9 exp as are consistent witl the purposes of this act,
1 may, expend such sum10 fated each

11 year by the general court from the general revenue orrt trom

12 fr m moneys donated to the c Ith for the sup-nr

18 prc i of the said moths, 1 the state forester shall
14 not, for the purposes of this act, make any expenditure
15 or incur any liability in excess of the sums so appropri-
16 ated.

2. ihe state forester shall keep a record of1

ansactions and of his receipts and expenditure2 hi

as follows

Cije CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts.
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3 made necessary and incurred in connection with the sup-
-4 pression and destruction of said moths, and may, subject
5 to the approval of the governor, make rules and regula-
-6 tions to provide against the increase and spread of the
7 moths and to govern the conduct of the work carried on

•8 under his charge for their destruction. He shall by
9 information and complaint prosecute violations of section

10 one hundred and eight of chapter two hundred and eight
11 of the Revised Laws. In furtherance of the purposes
12 of this act the state forester may make contracts on
13 behalf of the commonwealth; may act in co-operation
14 with any person, persons, corporation or corporations
15 including other states, the United States or foreign gov-
-16 ernments; may conduct all necessary investigations and
17 accumulate and distribute information concerning said
18 moths; may devise, use and require all other lawful
19 means of suppressing and destroying said moths; may
20 lease real estate when he deems it necessary and, with
21 the approval of the authority in charge, may use any
22 real or personal property of the commonwealth. He may
23 at all times in person or by his duly authorized agents
24 and employees enter upon the land of the commonwealth
25 or of any municipality, corporation, individual or other
26 owner or owners and may use all reasonable means for
27 carrying out the purposes of this act.

1 Section 3. The state forester shall, subject to civil
2 service law and rules, employ an assistant to be known
3 as the superintendent for moth suppression and shall,
4 subject to the approval of the governor and council,
5 determine his salary. Said superintendent shall have
6 charge, under the direction of the state forester, of the
7 suppression and destruction of the moths throughout the
8 commonwealth. He shall exercise such of the powers
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9 granted to the state forester in the preceding section as
10 the state forester may in writing delegate to him. The
11 superintendent for moth suppression shall be a person
12 either with technical knowledge of and experience in the
13 suppression and destruction of gypsy and brown tail
14 moths, or with at least five years’ practical experience
15 in the actual administration of work for the destruction
16 of said moths. Upon the recommendation of the super-
-17 intendent for moth suppression the state forester may
18 divide the commonwealth into districts comprising one
19 or more cities and towns, and may, from time to time,
20 upon such recommendation alter the limits of such dis-
-21 tricts or combine several districts into one, but the ar-
-22 rangement of districts shall in all cases be such that
23 each city or town shall be wholly included in a single
24 district. The state forester shall, upon the recommenda-
-25 tion of the superintendent for moth suppression, appoint
26 district inspectors or agents for the districts above
27 described, who shall control, under the direction of the

rintendent for moth suppres-
and suppressing moths within
Whenever necessary, district

28 state forester and the supe
29 sion, the work of destroying
30 their respective districts.
31 inspectors or agents may,
32 the state forester, employ

subject to the regulations of
such assistance as may be

destrov the moths in theirrequired to suppress and
34 respective districts. In so far as practicable, residents
35 of cities and towns in each district shall be employed
36 for work in that district, and preference shall be given to
37 persons who have had previous experience in suppressing
38 and destroying gypsy and brown tail moths.

1 Section 4. Under the direction of the state forester
2 there shall be maintained for each city and town separate
3 and detailed accounts of expenditures incurred under the
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4 provisions of this act for the suppression and destruction
5 of gypsy and brown tail moths therein, and as an item
6 of such expenditures there shall be included a reasonable
7 charge for supervision. Total expenditures for the moth
8 work in each city and town, asd etermined by such ac-
-9 counts, shall be assessed annually on such city or town

10 at the same time and in the same manner as the annual
11 state tax, and the state forester shall on or before the
12 first day of June in each year, certify to the treasurerof
13 the commonwealth the amounts expended for-moth
14 suppression and destruction in each city and town during
15 the year ending on the thirtieth of the preceding Novem-
-16 ber. The charges for suppressing and destroying said
17 moths shall not, however, in any year, exceed the fol-
-18 lowing amounts:
19 (a) In cities and towns having a valuation of twelve
20 million five hundred thousand dollars or more, five
21 thousand dollars plus one-half of all expenditures in ex-
-22 cess of five thousand dollars;

23 (b) In cities and towns having a valuation of less than
24 twelve million five hundred thousand dollars and more
25 than six million dollars, one twenty-fifth of one per
26 cent of such valuation, plus twenty per cent of all ex-
-27 penditures in excess of said one twenty-fifth of one per
28 cent;

29 (c) In towns having a valuation of six million dollar:
30 or less, one twenty-fifth of one per cent of their valu
31 ation.
32 All accounts of expenditures made under the provisions
33 of this act in the several cities and towns shall be open
34 to inspection by the mayors, treasurers and auditors of
35 cities, and by the selectmen, treasurers and accountants
36 of towns.
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1 Section 5. All owners and occupants of real estate
2 within the commonwealth are required, except as other-
3 wise provided herein, to destroy all forms of the moths
4 found upon their property, but no owner or occupant of
5 real estate infested by such moths shall, on account of
6 such infestation, be liable to any action, civil or criminal,
7 except to the extent and in the manner and form herein-
-8 after set forth.

1 Section 6. Whenever so required by the state forester
2 the mayor of a city or the selectmen of a town shall send
3 notices to all and singular the owners and occupants of
4 land and in addition shall cause copies of said notices
o to be posted in conspicuous places on said lands located
6 within such cities or towns and infested with moths,

7 requiring the destruction within a specified time of moths,
8 their eggs, caterpillars, pupae and nests. No owner
9 shall, however, be required to expend an amount ex-

-10 ceeding one half of one per cent of the assessed value
11 of such infested lands, and if the cost of destroying the
12 moths or their eggs, caterpillars, pupae and nests on the
13 lands described in the notice would exceed one half of
14 one per cent of the assessed value of such lands the
15 owner may expend the amount aforesaid upon a part of
16 such lands and shall not be held liable to make any fur-
-17 ther expenditure for the destruction of the moths during
18 that year. All work done under the provisions of this sec-
-19 tion shall be subject to the approval of the state forester.
20 If the owner or owners shall fail to destroy the moths
21 or their eggs, caterpillars, pupte or nests, in accordance
22 with the requirements of the said notice, then the dis-
-23 trict inspector or agent in charge of the destruction of
24 the moths in the district in which said lands are situated
25 shall, under the direction of the superintendent for moth
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26 suppression, subject to such regulations as the state2/ forester may establish, destroy the moths or their eggs,28 caterpillars, pupae or nests on such lands, and the29 amount actually expended in such work, not exceeding30 ° ne half of 0,16 P er cen t of the assessed valuation of the31 land ® a ® heretofore specified, shall be certified by the32 dlstnct mspector or agent to the assessors of the city or33 town in which the lands are situated, and the amounts34 so certified shall be assessed and collected, and shall be
a lien upon the property where the work is performed

36 m the same manner and with the same effect as is pro--3' Vlded in the case °f assessments for street watering. The38 state forester shall annually file with the treasurer of the39 commonwealth a statement of the amounts certified to40 the assessors of each city
41 shall, except in cases where
42 be assessed annually upon
43 same time and in the same
44 expenditures authorized be'

and town, and such amounts
abatements shall be granted,
the cities and towns at the
manner as the assessments of
section four of this act.

HO* 7. Any owner of land who is aggrieved by2 the tax assessed upon him for the suppression of gypsyand brown tail moths under the provisions of the pre--4 ceding section, may, within six months after the date of
~

fiist tax bill issued on account of the tax complained
J f. aPph to the assessors for the abatement thereof, and~

6 assessors shall notify the district inspector or agent
U<dl aPphcation. If it is found that such an owner9 Jf taXed for an amount exceeding that for which he is

° hable ’ or tliat tlle amount of the assessment was mi-ll reasonable, or due to mistake or error, the assessors shall
12 make a reasonable abatement and shall notify the dis-

inspector or agent that the abatement has been
" antcd - 4he assessors shall keep a record of all taxes
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15 abated under the provisions of this section and shall
16 preserve for at least two years all statements in writing
17 made by any district inspector or agent relative to such
18 abatements. They shall furnish the collector of taxes
19 with a certificate of each abatement made hereunder
20 which shall relieve him from the collection of the sum
21 abated.

1 Section 8. For the purpose of assisting in the
2 destruction of the gypsy and brown tail moths, the dis-
-3 trict inspector or agent in any district established in
4 accordance with the provisions of section three, may
5 furnish at cost arsenate of lead to any owner of real
6 estate situated within the limits of such district. Ma-
-7 terial purchased under the provisions of this section shall
8 be used only for the suppression of gypsy and brown tail
9 moths and only upon land of the purchaser. The amounts

10 due for material so furnished shall be certified by the
11 district inspector or agent to the assessors of the city or
12 town within which the estate of the purchaser is situated
13 and shall be collected in the same manner as charges for
14 work done under the provisions of section six.

1 Section 9. Chapter three hundred and eighty-one of
2 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and five, chapter
3 two hundred and sixty-three of the acts of the year nine-
-4 teen hundred and nine, chapter two hundred and forty-
-5 two of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven,
6 chapter six hundred and five of the acts of the year
7 nineteen hundred and thirteen, all acts in amendment
8 thereof and in addition thereto, and all acts and parts
9 of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect on the first day
2 of December in the year nineteen hundred and sixteen.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To establish the Term of Office of the State Forester and to

regulate the Printing of His Annual Report.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter four hundred and
2 nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and four,
3 as amended by section one of chapter four hundred and
4 seventy-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
5 and seven, and by section one of chapter two hundred
6 sixty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
7 nine, is hereby further amended by striking out the said
8 section and inserting in place thereof the following:
9 Section 1. There shall be a state forester who shall be
10 appointed by the governor with the advice and consent
11 of the council for a term of three years, or until the ap-
-12 pointment of his successor. He shall be a qualified per-
-13 son with technical training in forestry and with experience
14 in practical forestry work. His salary shall be
15 dollars annually. The state forester shall
16 be ex-officio a member of the state board of agriculture.
17 The governor may, with the consent of the council, re-

Cfie Commontoealt& of Massachusetts.
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18 move the state forester, at -any time for such causes as
19 he shall deem sufficient. In case of the death, removal or20 resignation of the state forester during his term of office,
21 the go\ernor shall forthwith appoint his successor.

1 Section 2. Section five of said chapter four hundred
2 and nine is hereby amended by striking out the last
■3 sentence, so as to read as follows: Section 5. The
4 state forester shall annually, on or before the thirty-first
5 day of December, make a written report to the general
6 court of his proceedings for the year ending on the thirty-
-7 first day of December, together with such recommenda-
-8 tions as he may deem proper, and with a detailed state-
-9 ment of the receipts and expenditures incidental to the

10 administration of his office.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on the first day
2 of July in the year nineteen hundred and sixteen.
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1 1 the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

RESOLVE

To provide for the Codification of the Laws relating to

Forestry, the Suppression of Gypsy and Brown Tail
Moths and the State Forester’s Department.

1 Resolved, That the state forester be directed to prepare
2 a codification of the laws of the commonwealth relating

to the work of his department, including the laws relat-
4 ing to forestry, the prevention of forest fires and the
5 supervision of gypsy and brown tail moths and to re-
-6 port a draft of said codification to the next general court
7 on or before the first Wednesday in January. The state
8 forester shall with said draft make such suggestions for
9 changes in said laws or additions thereto as he may con-

-10 sider desirable. The state forester may expend for the
11 purpose of this resolve such amount not exceeding three
12 hundred dollars, as may be approved by the governor and
13 council.

Ci)e Commontoealtft of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
To authorize Entry upon Public and Private Lands by

Officials and Employees of the Bureau of Entomology of
the United States Department of Agriculture and of the
United States Forest Service.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same, as follows: ■
1 Section 1. Authority to enter upon land of the com-

-2 monwealth, or of a municipality, corporation, or other
3 owner or owners, is hereby granted to all officials, agents
4 and employees of the Bureau of Entomology of the
5 United States Department of Agriculture and of the
6 United States Forest Service, when said officials, agents
7 and employees are actually engaged in work having for
8 its object the extermination or suppression of the gypsy
9 and brown tail moths, or the study of other insects,

10 fungi or diseases detrimental to forest growth. This act
11 shall not be construed to authorize any charge by said
12 officials, agents or employees for work done on any lands
13 entered upon.

CJje Commontoealtf) of epassadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage




