
HOUSE No. 986
Bill accompanying the petition of Willis W. Stover relative to the

reserve list of officers of the militia. Military Affairs. January 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To create a Reserve List of Officers in the National Guard,

Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, and in the Massachusetts
Naval Militia.

1 Section 1. Graduates of the training school, Massa-
-2 chusetts volunteer militia, shall, upon their own request,
3 at any time within the three years next following the
4 date of graduation, be appointed by the commander-in-
-5 chief to be second lieutenants on the reserve list of the
6 national guard, Massachusetts volunteer militia, which
7 reserve list is hereby created, and upon passing satis-
-8 factory physical examinations and examinations as to
9 their general fitness to perform the duties of second

10 lieutenant in the arm of the service specified in their
11 diplomas, in like manner as is or may hereafter be re-
-12 quired of newly commissioned officers of the same grade,
13 shall be commissioned accordingly.

Cfte Commontoealtf) of cpassacljusetts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. Graduates of the naval training school,
2 Massachusetts volunteer militia, shall, upon their own
3 request, and at any time within the three years next
4 following the date of graduation, be appointed by the
5 commander-in-chief to be ensigns on the reserve list of
6 the Massachusetts naval militia, which reserve list is
7 hereby created, and upon passing satisfactory physical
8 examinations and examinations as to their general fitness
9 to perform the duties of ensign in the Massachusetts naval

10 militia in like manner as is or may hereafter be required
11 of newly commissioned officers of the same grade, shall be
12 commissioned accordingly.

1 Section 3. Officers on the reserve list of the national
2 guard, upon being commissioned, shall be assigned, for a
3 period of one year, as additional second lieutenants, to
4 such companies as the commander-in-chief may direct,
5 for the purpose of continuing their military training, and
6 officers on the reserve list of the naval militia shall be
7 assigned to corresponding duties with the naval militia
8 for a like period and purpose. At the conclusion of said
9 assignments the commander-in-chief shall cause due in-

-10 quiry to be made as to the efficiency and general fitness
11 of reserve officers, and those who shall be found to be
12 zealous, efficient and generally fitted to discharge the
13 duties of their grades shall be continued on the reserve
14 list for a further period of six years, during which time
15 they shall perform such duties consistent with the con-
-16 stitution and laws of the commonwealth as may be re-
-17 quired of them by the commander-in-chief; otherwise
18 they shall be honorably discharged. At the end of such
19 further period of six years a reserve officer who has not
20 in the meantime received a commission on the active
21 list shall be honorably discharged. Officers on the re-
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22 serve lists of the national guard and of the naval militia
23 shall be subject to the provisions of all laws now or
24 hereafter applying to commissioned officers of the vol-
-25 unteer militia except as herein otherwise provided.

1 Section 4. Officers on the reserve list of the national
2 guard who are elected or appointed to office on the active
3 list not higher in grade than that of first lieutenant, and
4 officers on the reserve list of the naval militia who are
5 elected or appointed to office on the active list not higher
6 in grade than that of lieutenant, junior grade, shall be
7 exempt from taking and passing the examinations re-
-8 quired of other newly commissioned officers of those
9 grades, and, upon being commissioned and qualified, shall

10 be assigned to duty.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage




