
HOUSE No, 1071

Bill accompanying the petition of E. T. Hartman relative to the con-
struction, alteration and maintenance of buildings used as places of
abode. Mercantile Affairs. January 18.

AN ACT
Relative to the Construction, Alteration and Maintenance

of Buildings used as Places of Abode.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Part I. General Provisions.
SHORT TITLE AND APPLICATION.

1 Section 1. This act shall be known as the Massa-
-2 chusetts Housing Law, and shall apply to all dwellings
3 now existing and hereafter erected or altered on land
4 laid out, owned, or plotted into lots or parcels for
5 building purposes, and on all parcels of land of less
6 than two acres in extent.

Cfjc Commontoealtf) of 6©assac|)Uoetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

definitions.

1 Section 2. Certain words in this act are defined for
2 the purposes thereof as follows. Words used in the
3 present tense include the future; words in the masculine
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4 gender include the feminine and neuter; the singular

5 number includes the plural and the plural the singular;
6 the word “person” includes a corporation as well as a

7 natural person.

Dwelling.

8 1. A “dwelling” is any house or building or portion
9 thereof which is occupied in whole or in part as the
10 home, residence or sleeping place of one or more human
11 beings, either permanently or transiently.

Classes of Dwellings

12 2. For the purposes of this act dwellings are divided
13 into the following classes; (a) “private dwellings”, (b )

14 “two-family dwellings”, and (c) “multiple dwellings”:
15 (a) A “private dwelling” is a dwelling occupied by

16 but one family alone.
17 (b) A “two-family dwelling” is a dwelling occupied by

18 but two families alone.
19 (c) A “multiple dwelling” is a dwelling occupied

20 otherwise than as a private dwelling or two-family dwell-

21 in

22 3. All multiple dwellings are dwellings and for the

23 purposes of this act are divided into two classes, viz.,

24 Class A and Class B:
25 Class A. Multiple dwellings of Class A are dwellings

26 which are occupied more or less permanently for resl-

-27 dence purposes by several families and in which the

28 rooms are occupied in apartments, suites or groups.

29 This class includes tenement houses,, flats, apartment
30 houses, apartment hotels, bachelor apartments, studio
31 apartments, duplex apartments, kitchenette apart-

Classes of Multiple Divellings.
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32 merits, and all other dwellings similarly occupied
33 whether specifically enumerated herein or not.
34 Class B. Multiple dwellings of Class B are dwellings
35 which are occupied, as a rule transiently, as the more
36 or less temporary abiding place of individuals who are
37 lodged, with or without meals, and in which as a rule
38 the rooms are occupied singly. This class includes
39 hotels, lodging houses, boarding houses, furnished-room
40 houses, lodgings, club houses, dormitories, convents,
41 asylums, hospitals, and all other dwellings similarly
42 occupied whether specifically enumerated herein or not.

Hotel.

43 4. A “hotel” is a multiple dwelling of Class Bin
44 which persons are lodged for hire and in which there are
45 more than fifty sleeping rooms, a public dining room for
46 the accommodation of at least fifty guests, and a general
47 kitchen.

Mixed Occupancy.

48 5. In cases of mixed occupancy where a building is
49 occupied in part as a dwelling, the part so occupied
50 shall be deemed a dwelling for the purposes of this act
51 and shall comply with the provisions thereof relative
52 to dwellings.

Yards

53 6. A “rear yard” is an open unoccupied space on the
54 same lot with a dwelling between the extreme rear line
55 of the house and the extreme rear line of the lot. A
56 “front yard” is an open unoccupied space between the
57 front line of the house and the front line of the lot. A
58 “side yard” is an open unoccupied space between the
59 side line of the house and the side line of the lot ex-
-60 tending from the street or front yard to the rear yard
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Courts.
61 7. A “court” is an open unoccupied space, other
62 than a yard, on the same lot with a dwelling. A court
63 not extending to the street or front or rear yard is an
64 inner court. A court extending to the street or front
65 or rear yard is an outer court.

Plotted Land.
66 8. Plotted land is land laid out or plotted into lots
67 or parcels for building purposes and includes all parcels
68 of land less than two acres in extent.

Lots, Corner and Interior Lots.
69 9. A “corner lot” is a lot situated at the intersection
70 of two or more streets or at the junction of two streets
71 or where a street changes direction, provided that at
72 such intersection or junction or change of direction no
73 lot situated at an interior angle exceeding one hundred
74 and twenty degrees shall be considered a corner lot.
75 An “interior lot” is any other than a corner lot.

Front; Rear; and Depth of Lot.

76 10. The front of a lot is that boundary line which
77 borders on the street. In the case of a corner lot the
78 owner may elect by statement on his plans either street
79 boundary line as the front. The rear of a lot is the side
80 opposite to the front. In the case of a triangular or

81 gore lot the rear is the boundary line not bordering on

82 a street. The depth of a lot is the dimension measured
83 from the front of the lot to the extreme rear line of the
84 lot. In the case of irregular-shaped lots the mean depth
85 shall be taken.
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86 11. A “public hall” is a hall, corridor or passage way
87 not within the exclusive control of one family.

Stair Hall.
88 12. A “stair hall” is a public hall and includes the
89 stairs, stair landings and those portions of the building
90 through which it is necessary to pass in going between
91 the entrance floor and the roof.

Basement; Cellar; Attic.
92 13. (a) A “basement” is a story partly underground
93 but having at least one half of its height above the curb
94 level, and also one half of its height above the highest
95 level of the adjoining ground. A basement shall be
96 counted as a story.
97 (b) A “cellar” is a story having more than one half
98 of its height below the curb level, or below the highest
99 level of the adjoining ground. Except as otherwise
100 provided in this act a cellar shall not be counted as a
101 story for purposes of height measurement. If any
102 part of a story is in that part the equivalent of a base-
-103 ment or cellar, the provisions of this act relative to
104 basements and cellars shall apply to such part of said
105 story.
106 (c) An attic or half story is a story in a sloping roof,
107 and in the case of private dwellings and two-family
108 dwellings, shall not be counted as a story; in the case
109 of multiple dwellings, an attic or half story shall be
110 counted as a story.

Public Hall.
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14. The “height” of a dwelling is the perpendicular
distance measured in a straight line from the curb level,
or from the finished grade line of the lot where such
grade is higher than the curb, to the mean height of
the gable in the case of pitched roofs, and to the highest
point of the roof beams in the case of flat roofs, the
measurements in all cases to be taken through the center
of the front of the dwelling. Where a dwelling is on a
corner lot and there is more than one grade or curb
level, the measurements shall be taken through the
center of the front on the street having the lowest
elevation. In the case of flat roofs a parapet exceeding
three feet in height shall be considered a part of the
height of the dwelling.

11l
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121

122
123
124

15. The “curb level” is the level of the established125
curb in front of the building measured at the center of
such front. Where no curb has been established the
town or city shall establish such curb level or its
equivalent for the purposes of this act.

126
127
128
129

16. Outside stairways, fire escapes, fire towers
porches, platforms, balconies, boiler flues and other
projections shall be considered as part of the building
and not as part of the yards or courts or unoccupied

130
131
132
133
134 area.

Height.

Curb Level.

Occupied Spaces

This provision shall not apply to unenclosed outside
porches not exceeding one story in height, which do not
extend into the front or rear yard a greater distance
than ten feet from the front or rear wall of the building;

nor to one such porch which does not extend into the

135
136
137
138
139
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140 side yard a greater distance than six feet from the side
141 wall of the building nor exceed twelve feet in its other
142 horizontal dimension.

Construction, First, Second and Third Class.
17. A dwelling of “first-class construction”, is one of

which the walls, floors, roofs, stair halls and public
halls are built entirely of brick, stone, cement, iron or
other hard incombustible material, and in which there
are no wood beams or lintels, and in which no wood-

143
144
145
146
147

work or other inflammable material is used in any of
the partitions, furrings, ceilings or exterior trimmings.

148
149

But this definition shall not be construed as prohibit-
ing elsewhere than in the public halls the use of wooden
flooring and of wooden sleepers directly thereunder
when the space between the sleepers is solidly filled
with fireproof materials up to the under side of the
floor boards or the use of inserts or interior finish when

150
151
152
153
154
155

filled solidly at the back with fireproof material, nor as
prohibiting in stair halls wooden handrails or treads hf
hard wood not less than two inches thick.

156

157
158

Second-class construction. A dwelling of “second-
class construction”, is one of which the exterior and
party walls are fireproof and conform to the require-
ments of first-class construction as herein defined.

159
160
161
162

Third-class construction. A dwelling of “third-class
construction”, is one of which the exterior walls or a
portion thereof are of wood.

163
164
165

Court walls are exterior wall166

Nuisance.

167 18. The word “nuisance”, shall be held to embrace
168 public nuisance as known at common law or in equity
169 jurisprudence; and whatever is dangerous to human
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170 life or detrimental to health; whatever dwelling is over-
-171 crowded with occupants or is not provided with ade-
-172 quate ingress and egress to or from the same, or is not
173 sufficiently supported, ventilated, sewered, drained,
174 cleaned or lighted, in reference to its intended or actual
175 use; and whatever renders the air or human food or
176 drink unwholesome, are also severally, in contemplation
177 of this act, nuisances; and all such nuisances are hereby
178 declared illegal.

Construction of Certain Words.
179 19. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not
180 directory, and denotes that the dwelling shall be main-
-181 tained in all respects according to the mandate as long
182 as it continues to be a dwelling.
183 Whenever the words “charter”, “ordinances”, “by-
184 laws”, “regulations”, “building department”, “building
185 inspector”, “health department”, “board of health”,
186 “department charged with the enforcement of this

act”, “mayor”, “corporation counsel”, “city solicitor”,187
“town counsel”, “city treasury”, “fire commissioner188
or “fire limits” occur in this act they shall be con-189
strued as if followed by the words “of the city or town190
in which the dwelling is situated”. “Building in-191
spector” means that public official charged with the192
enforcement of the laws in relation to the construction193
of buildings. Wherever the words “occupied” or194
“used” are employed in this act, such wr ords shall be195
construed as if followed by the words “or is intended,196
arranged, designed, built, altered, converted to, rented,197
leased, let or hired out, to be occupied or used”. Wher-198

ever the words “dwelling”, “two-family dwelling”,199
multiple dwelling”, “building”, “house”, “premises200

or “lot” are used in this act, they shall be construed as201
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202 if followed by the words “or any part thereof”. Wher-
-203 ever the word “street” is used in this act it shall be
204 construed as including any public way not less than
205 sixteen feet in width.

1 Section 3. A building not a dwelling, if hereafter
2 converted or altered to such use, shall thereupon be-

-3 come subject to all the provisions of this act relative
4 to dwellings hereafter erected. A dwelling of one class,
5 if hereafter altered or converted to another class, shall
6 thereupon conform to all the provisions of this act
7 relative to such other class.

alterations and change in occupancy.

1 Section 4. No dwelling hereafter erected, shall at
2 any time be altered so as to be in violation of any pro-
-3 vision of this act. And no dwelling erected prior to
4 the passage of this act shall at any time be altered so
5 as to be in violation of those provisions of this act ap-
-6 plicable to such dwelling. If any dwelling or any part
7 thereof is occupied by more families than provided in
8 this act, or is erected, altered or occupied contrary to
9 law, such dwelling shall be deemed an unlawful struc-

-10 ture, and the board of health may cause such dwelling
11 to be vacated. And such dwelling shall not again be
12 occupied until it or its occupation, as the case may be,
13 has been made to conform to the law.

1 Section 5. If any dwelling be hereafter moved
2 from one lot to another it shall thereupon be made to
3 conform to all the provisions of this act relative to

BUILDINGS CONVERTED OR ALTERED.

DWELLINGS MOVED.
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4 dwellings hereafter erected, and such dwelling shall
5 not be occupied in whole or in part for human habita-
-6 tion until a certificate of compliance has been issued
7 as provided in section one hundred and six.

minimum requirements; law not to be modified.

1 Section 6. The provisions of this act shall be held
2 to be the minimum requirements adopted for the pro-
-3 tection of the health, welfare and safety of the com-
-4 munity. The local legislative body of each city and
5 town is hereby empowered to enact from time to time
6 supplementary ordinances imposing requirements higher
7 than the minimum requirements laid down in this act,
8 relative to light, ventilation, sanitation, fire prevention,
9 egress, occupancy, maintenance and use, for all dwell-

-10 ings. And such local legislative body is hereby further
11 empowered to prescribe for the enforcement of the
12 aforesaid supplementary ordinances remedies and penal-
-13 ties similar to those prescribed in this act. But no
14 ordinance, regulation, ruling or decision of any municipal
15 body, board, officer or authority shall repeal, amend,
16 modify or dispense with any of the said minimum re-
-17 quirements laid down in this act.

dwellings damaged.

1 Section 7. If a dwelling be damaged by fire or other
2 cause to the extent of not more than two thirds of its
3 original value, exclusive of the value of the foundations,
4 such dwelling may be repaired or rebuilt under the
5 provisions of the laws and ordinances in force prior
6to the passage of this act. If damaged to the extent
7 of more than two thirds of such value, it shall not be
8 repaired or rebuilt except in conformity with the pro-
-9 visions of this act relative to dwellings hereafter erected.
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SEWER CONNECTIONS AND WATER SUPPLY.

1 Section 8. Except as otherwise provided, the pro-
-2 visions of this act with reference to sewer connections
3 and water supply shall be deemed to apply only where
4 connection with a public sewer or with public water
o mains is or becomes reasonably accessible. All ques-
-6 tions of the practicability of such sewer and water con-
-7 nections shall be decided by the health officer.

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

1 Section 9. The state department of health shall
2 have power to examine into the enforcement of this act
3 in each city and town. Whenever required by the
4 governor it shall make such an examination and shall
5 report the results thereof to the governor within the
6 time prescribed by him.

TIME FOR COMPLIANCE.

1 Section 10. All improvements specifically required
2 by this act upon dwellings erected prior to the date of
3 its acceptance by a city or town shall be made within
4 one year from said date, or at such earlier period as
5 may be fixed by the board of health.

scope of act.

1 Section 11. All the provisions of this act shall
2 apply to all classes of dwellings, except that in sections
3 where specific reference is made to one or more specific
4 classes of dwellings such provisions shall apply only to
5 those specific classes to which such reference is made.
6 All provisions which relate to dwellings shall apply to all
7 classes of dwellings.
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Part 11. Dwellings Hereafter Erected.
TITLE I. LIGHT AND VENTILATION.

Percentage of Lot Occupied.
Section 12. No dwelling hereafter erected shall

occupy, either alone or with other buildings, a greater
percentage of the area of the lot than as follows:

1
9

3

(a) In the case of corner lots with streets on three
sides, not more than ninety per centum.

4
5

(b) In the case of other corner lots, not more than
eighty-five per centum.

6

i

(c) In the case of interior lots which do not exceed
sixty feet in depth, not more than seventy per centum.

8

9
(d) In the case of interior lots which exceed sixty feet

in depth and do not exceed one hundred and five feet
in depth, not more than sixty-five per centum.

10

11
12

(e) In the case of interior lots which exceed one hun-
dred and five feet in depth, not more than fifty-five per

13
14

15 centum.

The measurements shall be taken at the ground level,
except that in the case of hotels the measurements may
be taken at the floor level of the lowest bedroom story;
and in the case of other multiple dwellings where there
are stores or shops on the entrance story, the measure-
ments may be taken at the top of such entrance story.
No measurements of lot area shall include any portion
of any street or alley. Any portion of a corner lot dis-
tant more than seventy feet from either street line shall
be treated as an interior lot.

16

17
18
19
20

21
99

23
24
25

1 Section 13. No dwelling hereafter erected shall
2 exceed in height the width of the widest street upon
3 which it stands, unless such dwelling be set back from

Height.
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4 the street a distance equal to the excess of its height
5 over that permitted at the street line. Such width of
6 street shall be measured from building line to opposite
7 building line.
8 On a corner lot the height shall be governed by the
9 width of the wider street, as above, but this height shall

10 not extend along the narrower street a distance greater
11 than twice the width of said narrower street. Be-
-12 yond this point the height shall not exceed the width
13 of said the narrower street. The provisions of this
14 section shall not apply to hotels.

Yards.

1 Section 14. Immediately behind every dwelling
2 hereafter erected, there shall be a rear yard extending
3 across the entire width of the lot. Such yard shall be
4 at every point open and unobstructed from the ground
5 to the sky. Every part of such yard shall be directly
6 accessible from every other part thereof. The depth
7 of said yard shall be measured at right angles from the
8 rear lot line to the extreme rear part of the house.
9 Such depth shall increase proportionately with an in-

-10 creased height of the dwelling and shall be proportionate
11 to the depth of the lot as follows:
12 (a) In the case of corner lots no rear yard shall be
13 less than fifteen per centum of the depth of the lot.
14 (b) In the case of corner lots with streets on three
15 sides the rear yard need not extend across the full width
16 of the lot, but only to its median line; in the case of
17 hotels located on such lots no rear yard need be provided.
18 (c) In the case of interior lots no rear yard shall be
19 less than twenty-five per centum of the depth of the lot.
20 If the dwelling exceeds three stories in height, the
21 depths above prescribed shall in each case be increased
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22 five per centum for each story above three stories. If
23 the dwelling is less than three stories in height, the
24 depths above prescribed may be decreased five per
25 centum for each story below three stories. Irrespective
26 of the above provisions, no rear yard under any cir-
-27 cumstances shall ever be less than fifteen feet in depth,
28 A front yard may be any depth. Any portion of a
29 corner lot distant more than seventy feet from either
30 street line shall be treated as an interior lot.

Side Yards.

1 Section 15. Dwellings hereafter erected may be
2 built up to the side lot line. If, however, any space is
3 left at either side of a dwelling hereafter erected, the
4 space between the said dwelling and the side lot line or
5 between the said dwelling and any adjacent building on
6 the same lot, shall be deemed a side yard. The width
7 of the side yard for dwellings hereafter erected shall be
8 as follows:
9 (a) In the case of private dwellings and two-family

10 dwellings of second- or third-class construction, which
11 do not exceed two and one half stories in height, the
12 width of such side yard measured to the side lot line
13 shall never be less than eight feet in any part.
14 (6) In the case of private dwellings and two-family
15 dwellings which exceed two and one half stories in
16 height, and in the case of all multiple dwellings the
17 side yard shall be deemed an outer court on the lot line
18 and shall be subject to all the provisions of this act
19 relative thereto.
20 All of the above mentioned side yards shall be at
21 every point open and unobstructed from the ground to
22 the sky, except that in the case of a private dwelling or
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23 a two-family dwelling hereafter erected unenclosed out-
-24 side porches may be located in the side yard, provided
25 that no sub-adjacent basement room is occupied for
26 human habitation, and that said porches do not exceed
27 one half the width of the side yard.
28 If the side walls of any dwelling of first-class con-
-29 struction are built nearer than six feet to the side lot
30 line, there shall be no windows or any other openings
31 in such walls.
32 Windows opening on a side yard less than eight feet
33 in width shall not be considered as meeting the pro-
-34 visions of section twenty-one.

Courts.

1 Section 16. The sizes of all courts in dwellings here-
-2 after erected shall be proportionate to the height of the
3 dwelling. No court shall be less in any part than the
4 minimum sizes prescribed in this section. The mini-
-5 mum width of a court for a one-story dwelling shall
6 be six feet, and shall increase two feet for each addi-
-7 tional story above one story. The length of an inner
8 court shall never be less than twice the minimum width
9 prescribed by this section. The length of an outer court,

10 except in the case of a side yard, shall never be greater
11 than three times its width. The width of all ocurts
12 adjoining the lot line shall be measured to the lot line
13 and not to an opposite building.

Courts Open at Top.
1 Section 17. No court of a dwelling hereafter erected
2 shall be covered by a roof or skylight. Every such
3 court shall be at every point open from the ground
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4 to the sky unobstructed, except that in the case of
5 hotels, courts may start at the floor level of the lowest
6 bed-room story; and in the case of other multiple
7 dwellings where there are stories or shops on the en-
-8 trance story, courts may start at the-top of such en-
-9 trance story.

Hr Intakes for Courts.
1 Section 18. In every dwelling hereafter erected four
2 stories or less in height, every inner court shall be pro-
-3 vided with one or more horizontal air intakes at the
4 bottom. Such intakes shall communicate directly with
5 the street, front yard or rear yard, and shall consist
6 of a passageway not less than three feet wide and
7 seven feet high, which shall be left open, or be provided
8 with an open gate at each end, and such gate shall not
9 be covered over in any way either by glass or any

10 other material. If the dwelling is over four stories
11 in height there shall be two or more such intakes, one
12 communicating with the street or front yard and one
13 with the rear yard.

Angles in Courts.
1 Section 19. Nothing contained in the foregoing sec-
-2 tions concerning courts shall be construed as prohibiting
3 the building of walls across the angles of courts to con-
-4 tain windows; provided that the running length of the
5 wall containing such windows does not exceed six feet.

Buildings on Same Lot with a Dwelling,
1 Section 20. If any building is hereafter placed on

2 the same lot with a dwelling, there shall always be
3 maintained between the said buildings an open un-

-4 occupied space extending upwards from the ground.
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If such buildings are placed one at the side of the other,
the space between them shall conform to the provisions

o

6

of section fifteen of this act. If such buildings are
placed one at the rear of the other, the space between
them shall be the same as that prescribed in section

s

9

fourteen for rear yards. Except that where the rear
building does not exceed one story, the space between
buildings shall be not less than fifteen feet. In all

10

11
12

other cases the height of the highest building on the
lot shall regulate the dimensions. XT o building of any
kind shall be hereafter placed upon the same lot with
a dwelling so as to decrease the minimum sizes of
courts or yards as hereinbefore prescribed. A building
other than a dwelling may be erected at the rear lot
line, provided it does not exceed two stories in height
and that the space between it and all other buildings
on the lot is maintained as above provided. If any
dwelling is hereafter erected upon any lot upon which
there is already another building, it shall comply with
all of the provisions of this act, and in addition the
space between the said building and the said dwelling
shall be of such size and arranged in such manner as
is prescribed in this section, the height of the highest
building on the lot to regulate the dimensions.

13

14

15
16

17
18

19
20

21
09

23
24

25
26
27
28

Rooms, Lighting and Ventilation of.
1 Section 21. In every dwelling hereafter erected
2 every room shall have at least one window opening
3 directly upon the street, or upon a yard or court of
4 the dimensions specified in this title and located on the
5 same lot, and such window shall be so located a

6 properly to light all portions of such rooms. This
7 provision shall not, however, apply to rooms used as
8 art galleries, swimming pools, gymnasiums, sauash
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9 courts or for similar purposes, provided such rooms are
10 adequately lighted and ventilated by ventilating sky-
-11 lights in the roof thereof.
12 In multiple dwellings of Class A hereafter erected
13 there shall be no apartment, suite or group of rooms
14 which does not contain at least one room opening di-
-15 rectly upon the street or front yard or rear yard.

Windows in Rooms.

1 Section 22. In every dwelling hereafter erected the
2 total window area in each room shall be at least one
3 seventh of the superficial floor area of the room, and
4 the whole window shall be made so as to open in all its
5 parts. At least one such window shall be not less than
6 twelve square feet in area between the stop-beads. In
7 multiple dwellings the top of at least one window in
8 each room shall be not less than eight feet above the
9 floor.

Rooms, Size of.
1 Section 23. In every dwelling hereafter erected there

2 shall be in each apartment at least one room containing
3 not less than one hundred and fifty square feet of floor
4 area. Except kitchenettes, pantries, bathrooms and
5 water-closets no room shall be in any part less than
6 seven feet in width.

Alcoves and Alcove Rooms.

1 Section 24. In every dwelling hereafter erected, an

2 alcove in any room shall be separately lighted and
3 ventilated as provided for rooms in the foregoing
4 sections. No part of any room in a dwelling shall be

5 enclosed or subdivided at any time, wholly or in part,
G by a curtain, portiere, fixed or movable partition or
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7 other contrivance or device so as to make an alcove
8 unless such part of the room so enclosed or sub-divided
9 shall contain a separate window as herein required.

Privacy.
1 Section 25. In every dwelling hereafter erected,
2 in each apartment there shall be access to every living
3 room and bedroom, and to at least one water-closet
4 compartment without passing through a bed-room or
5 bathroom or water-closet compartment.

Water-closet Compartments and Bath-rooms, Lighting and
Ventilation of.

1 Section 26. In every dwelling hereafter erected,
2 every water-closet compartment and bath-room shall
3 have at least one window opening directly upon the
4 street, or upon a yard or court of the dimensions speci-
-5 fied in this title and located on the same lot. No
6 such window shall be less in size than three square
7 feet between stopbeads, and the aggregate area of
8 windows for each water-closet compartment shall be
9 not less than six square feet between stop-beads.

10 Every such window shall be made so as to open in all
11 its parts. Nothing in this section contained shall be
12 construed so as to prohibit a general toilet room con-
-13 taining several water-closet compartments separated
14 from each other by dwarf partitions, provided such
15 toilet room is adequately lighted and ventilated to the
16 outer air as above provided, and that such water-
-17 closets are supplemental to the water-closet accom-
-18 modations required by the provisions of section thirty-
-19 five.
20 In hotels hereafter erected, in the case of water-closets
21 located on the top floor or at the bottom of a court, a
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i

22 ventilating skylight open to the sky may be used in
23 lieu of the windows required by this section.

Public Halls.

1 Section 27. In every dwelling hereafter erected
2 every public hall shall have at each story at least one
3 window opening directly upon the street or upon a yard
4 or court of the dimensions specified in this title and
5 located on the same lot. Such window shall be at the
6 end of said hall with the natural direction of the light
7 parallel to the hall’s axis. In the case of hotels here-
-8 after erected, in lieu of the requirement for one window
9 at the end of each hall, there may be windows located

10 at the side of such hall, provided there shall be at
11 least one such window in every twenty feet in length
12 or fraction thereof of said hall; and each such window
13 shall open directly upon the street or upon a yard or
14 court of the dimensions specified in this title and
15 located on the same lot. Any part of a public hall
16 which is offset or recessed or shut off from any other
17 part of said hall shall be deemed a separate hall within
18 the meaning of this section and shall be separately
19 lighted and ventilated.

1 Section 28. In dwellings hereafter erected, one at
2 least of the windows provided to light each public hall
3 or part thereof shall be at least two feet six inches
4 wide and five feet high, measured between stop-beads.
5 In every multiple dwelling hereafter erected there
6 shall be in the roof directly over each stairwell a ventil-
7 ating skylight provided with ventilators having a
8 minimum opening of forty square inches, or such sky-
-9 light shall be provided with fixed or movable louvres.

Windows and Skylights for Public Halls.
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Windows for Stair Halls, Size of.
Section 29. In every multiple dwelling hereafter

erected, there shall be provided for each story at least
one window to light and ventilate each stair hall which
shall be at least three feet wide and five feet high,
measured between the stop-beads. A sash door shall
be deemed the equivalent of a window in this and the
two foregoing sections, provided that such door contains
the amount of glazed surface prescribed for such win-
dows.

Outside Porches.
Section 30. In dwellings hereafter erected, roofed-

over outside porches which extend above the top of the
entrance story shall not be erected outside of and ad-
joining windows required by this act for the lighting
or ventilation of rooms or halls; they may, however,
open from windows supplementary to those required
by law, provided they do not diminish the legal light
or ventilation of such rooms. The term “ outside
porches” shall include outside platforms, balconies and
stairways. All such outside porches, except as other-
wise provided in sub-division sixteen of section two,
shall be considered as part of the building and not as
part of the yards or courts or other unoccupied area.

TITLE 11. SANITATION.

(Hilar and Basement Room

Section 31. In dwellings hereafter erected no room
in the cellar or basement shall be constructed, altered,
converted, or occupied for living purposes, unless, in
addition to the other requirements of this act, all of the
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5 following conditions are complied with: In a cellar
6 no room shall be so occupied unless it is in every part
7 at least one half its height above the finished grade of
8 the adjoining ground. Such occupied cellar shall be
9 counted as a story for purposes of height measurement,

10 and in determining the size of courts and rear yards
11 adjacent to it. No room in a cellar or basement shall
12 be occupied for living purposes, unless in addition to the
13 other requirements of this act such room shall have
14 sufficient light and ventilation, shall be well drained
15 and dry, and shall be St for. human habitation.

Cellars, Water-proofing and Lighting.

1 Section 32. Every dwelling hereafter erected shall
2 have a basement, cellar or excavated space under the

3 entire entrance floor, at least three feet in depth, or
4 shall be elevated above the ground so that there will

air space of at least twenty
top of the ground and the
as to insure ventilation and

5 be at all points a clear
6 four inches between the
7 bottom of said floor so

Such space shall in all8 protection from dampne
9 cases be enclosed but provided with ample ventilation

10 and properly drained. Every dwelling hereafter erected
11 shall have all walls below the ground level and the

12 cellar or lowest floor damp-proof and water-proof.
13 When necessary to make such Avails and floors damp-
-14 proof and water-proof, the damp-proofing and water-water-

15 proofing shall run through the walls and up the same

16 as high as the ground level and shall be continued
17 throughout the floor, and the said cellar or lowest floor
18 shall be properly constructed so as to prevent dampness
19 or Avater from entering. All cellars and basements
20 in dwellings hereafter erected shall be properly lighted
21 and A'entilated.
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Courts, Areas and Yards.
Section 33. In every dwelling hereafter erected all

courts, areas and yards shall be properly graded and
drained, and when required by the board of health.
they shall be properly concreted in whole or in part as
may be appropriate.

Sinks.
Section 34. In every dwelling hereafter erected

there shall be a proper sink or wash-bowl, exclusive
of any sink in the cellar. In two-family dwellings and
in multiple dwellings of Class A there shall be such a
sink or wash-bowl in each apartment, suite or group of
rooms.

Water-closet Accommodations.
Section 35. In every dwelling hereafter erected

there shall be a separate water-closet. Each such
water-closet shall be placed in a compartment completely
separated from every other water-closet; such com-
partment shall be not less than three feet wide, and
shall be enclosed with partitions yvhich shall extend to
the ceiling and which shall not be of wood or other
absorbent material. Every such compartment shall
have a window opening directly upon the street or
upon a yard or court of the minimum sizes prescribed
by this act and located upon the same lot. Nothing
in this section contained shall be construed so as to

prohibit a general toilet-room containing several water-
closet compartments separated from each other by
dwarf partitions, provided such toilet-room is ade-
quately lighted and ventilated and that such water-

17 closets are supplemental to the water-closet accommod
18 tions required by other provisions of this section for
19 the tenants of the said house. No drip shall
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20 permitted on any water-closet. No water-closet fixture
21 shall be enclosed with any' woodwork. No water-
-22 closet shall be placed out of doors. No water-closet
23 shall be placed in a cellar without a written permit
24 from the board of health. In two-family dwellings and
25 in multiple dwellings of Class A hereafter erected there
26 shall be for each family a separate water-closet con-
-27 structed and arranged as above provided and located
28 within each apartment, suite or group of rooms. In
29 multiple dwellings of Class B hereafter erected there
30 shall be provided at least one water-closet for every
31 ten occupants or fraction thereof. Every water-closet
32 compartment hereafter placed in any dwelling shall be
33 provided with proper means of lighting the same at
34 night. In two-family dwellings and multiple dwellings
35 hereafter erected the floor of every such water-closet
36 compartment shall be made water-proof with asphalt,
37 tile, stone, terrazzo or some other non-absorbent water-
-38 proof material; and such water-proofing shall extend
39 at least six inches above the floor so that the said floor
40 can be washed or flushed out without leaking.
41 In the case of one-family and two-family dwellings
42 and multiple dwellings of Class B, the provisions of
43 this section shall apply only when a public water
44 supply is or becomes reasonably accessible.

Sewer Connections.

1 Section 36. No multiple dwelling shall hereafter
2 be erected on any street unless there is a public sewer
3 in such street, or a private sewer connecting directly
4 with a public sewer, or a sewage disposal system ap-
-5 proved by the state department of health, and every
6 such multiple dwelling shall have its plumbing system
7 connected with the public sewer or such disposal system
8 before such multiple dwelling is occupied.
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Cesspools and Privy Vaults
1 Section 37. No privy, privy vault, cesspool or any
- similar means of sewage disposal shall be used in con-
o nection with any dwelling where connection with a
4 public sewer is practicable, unless such means of sewage
0 disposal is approved by the state department of health.

No cesspool shall be permitted in the cellar or court or
1 within fifteen feet of any wall of a dwelling house.

1 Section 38. In every dwelling hereafter erected no
2 plumbing fixture shall be enclosed with woodwork but
3 the s?ace underneath shall be left entirely open.
4 Plumbing pipes shall be exposed, when so required by
o board of health. All plumbing work shall be6 sanitary in every particular and, except as otherwise
- specified in this act, shall be in accordance with the5 local plumbing regulations. All fixtures shall be trapped.
9 Pan, plunger and long hopper closets shall not be

10 permitted. Wooden sinks and wooden wash-trays
11 shall not be permitted. Tile or earthen-ware house
12 drams shall not be permitted. In all multiple dwellings
13 hereafter erected where plumbing or other pipes pass
14 through floors or partitions, the openings around such
1° pipes shall be sealed or made air-tight with incombus--16 tible materials, so as to prevent the passage of air or
17 the spread of fire from one floor to another or from18 room to room.

1 Section 39. In every multiple dwelling of Class A
2 hereafter erected all sinks and water-closets shall be
3 provided with an adequate supply 0f running water
4 approved by the board of health.

Plumbing.

II ater Supply.
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TITLE 111. FIRE PROTECTION.

Construction Required.
1 Section 40. No dwelling of third-class construction
2 shall hereafter be erected exceeding two and one half

3 stories in height in any part, nor shall it be occupied
4 by more than two families. No dwelling of second-class

5 construction shall hereafter be erected exceeding four
6 stories in height nor shall it exceed twenty-five hundred
7 square feet in superficial area between fire walls. Any
8 dwelling hereafter erected which does exceed four stories
9 in height shall be of first-class construction. A base-

-10 ment or cellar, the ceiling of which extends more than
11 three feet above the curb level shall be a story within
12 the meaning of this section. Dwellings of each class
13 of construction may step up to follow the grade pro-
-14 vided that in no part do they exceed the height es-
-15 tablished for the said class.

Fire Escapes

1 Section 41. In every multiple dwelling hereafter
2 erected which shall exceed two stories in height in any

3 part, there shall be one or more fire escapes located and

4 constructed as provided in this section.
5 Such fire escape shall be so located as to permit of
6 unobstructed egress from every apartment on each floor

7 above the ground floor, and in no case shall such egress
8 be through any bathroom, water-closet, storage room,

9 or public hall, except that in multiple dwellings of
10 Class B egress shall be directly from a public hall. No
11 opening giving egress to any fire escape shall be smaller
12 in size than the minimum provided for windows by
13 section twenty-two of this act.
14 No fire escape shall be placed within or open upon
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15 any inner court unless such court shall be at least
16 twenty-four feet in size in its least dimension, and
17 unless the consent of the building department shall have
18 been obtained for such location.
19 Fire escapes shall, at the option of the owner, bt
20 constructed after one of the methods hereinafter speci-
-21 fied and described:
22 A—Of a wholly enclosed tower stairway, with an

adjacent open-air vestibule at each fkn
24 Every such vestibule shall be constructed of brick,
25 terra cotta or concrete walls not less than eight inches
26 thick at any point, and shall have at least one of such
27 enclosing walls formed by an outer wall of the building,
28 and in such outer wall there shall be a permanent
29 opening to the outer air of an area not less than eighty
30 per cent of the total area of such vestibule wall, and of
31 a height not less than the clear story height. Such
32 opening, if reaching to the floor of the vestibule, shall

13 be provided with a railing of suitable height and
14 strength. The floors of vestibules shall be constructed

wholly of incombustible material
>6 If one apartment on each floor is to be served by thi

37 fire escape one side wall (i. e., a wall at right angles to
38 the outer wall) of each vestibule shall have an approved
39 fire door giving egress from the adjacent apartment;
40 if two apartments on any floor are to be served by this
41 fire escape the vestibule at such floor must be so located
42 as to provide unobstructed egress from each apartment
43 by means of an approved fire door in each side wall of
44 the vestibule. Such fire doors shall be not less than
45 three feet in clear width not less than six feet and six

46 inches in clear minimum height, and shall not be se-
-47 cured or fastened except upon the apartment side, and
48 then only by means of locking bars or other easily
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49 operated device having no removable parts. If there
50 are openings from basement or cellar floors into the
51 vestibule they shall be provided with self-closing fire
52 doors and there shall be a permanent opening in the
53 outer wall, all as hereinbefore described.
54 On the side of each vestibule opposite the opening to
55 the outer air there shall be constructed an approved
56 fire door giving access to the stairway tower. Every
57 such door shall be of the size hereinbefore described, of
58 self-closing pattern but without locks or other fastenings,
59 and shall contain an upper lighting panel or panels of
60 wire glass at least six square feet in area. There shall
61 be no openings into such a vestibule other than those
62 hereinbefore described.
63 The stairway tower shall be not less than six feet
64 six inches in clear width, and shall be constructed with
65 walls of brick, terra cotta, or concrete not less than
66 eight inches thick at any point. Such walls shall extend
67 from the ground to a point not less than two feet above
68 the roof, and shall be so constructed as to be impervious
69 to smoke. There shall be no doorways or other open-
-70 ings of any kind in such walls except the doorways con-
-71 necting with the above described vestibules, and except-
-72 ing an egress doorwray opening at the ground level,
73 such egress door to open outwardly, and if secured to be

74 fastened upon the inside only. No such ground level
75 door shall be secured by means of sliding bolts, nor by
76 a lock or other apparatus requiring a key or other similar
77 removable device.
78 Within the stairway tower there shall be provided a

79 stairway with a landing at the level of each doorway
80 each landing to extend the full width of the shaft and
81 to be at least six inches wider in clear width than the

82 door opening thereon. Stairs and such intermediate
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landings as may be required shall be not less than three
feet in width measured to the centre of balustrades, and
shall be provided with balustrades and wall rails.
Stairs shall be placed at an angle not exceeding forty-
five degrees from the horizontal; treads to be not less
than eight inches wide, and risers not to exceed nine
inches in height. Winders shall not be permitted, nor
shall there be less than three steps between any two
landings. All such stairways, landings and balustrades
shall be of incombustible material, except that wooden
hand-rails and wall-rails may be used.

83
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Every such shaft shall be roofed and provided with
a skylight not less than sixteen square feet in area,
glazed with wire glass one fourth inch or more in thick-
ness set in metal frame and sash, and shall also have
placed centrally in such skylight a suitable ventilator of
not less than two hundred and twenty-five square inches
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100 area.

The above described type of fire escape may at the
option of the owner be used as a regular service stair-

101
102

103 wav.

B —Of an enclosed tower stairway, similar to the
above, except that access to the same shall be provided
by means of an outside balcony at each story above the
ground floor, instead of by means of the vestibules
hereinbefore described. Such balconies shall be con-

104
105

106
107
108

structed wholly of incombustible material, shall be pro-
vided with well-braced balustrades of proper height on
outer side and ends, and shall extend bevond at least one

109

110

11l

door or window opening into each adjacent apartment.
All doors opening into the stairway tower shall be as
described for type A fire escape.

112
113
114

C Of an outside balcony or balconies at each floor115

above the first floor116
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Such balconies shall be constructed wholly of incom-
bustible material approved by the building department.
They shall be not less than three feet in width at any
point, and shall be provided with suitable balustrades
and hand-rails on outer sides and ends.

117
118
119
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121

Each balcony shall communicate with the balcony next
below by permanent stairways placed at an angle of not
more than forty-five degrees from the horizontal, treads
shall not be less than eight inches wide nor shall risers
exceed nine inches in height, and each stairway shall be
provided with balustrades and hand-rails, and shall
measure in width not less than twenty-four inches
measured from centres of hand-rails.

122
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A counter-balanced stairway shall be provided ex-
tending from the lowest balcony to the ground, ar-
ranged to be lifted and supported when not in use in a
manner satisfactory to and approved by the building
inspector.
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131
132
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134
All such balconies shall extend to and include at least

one window in every apartment on every floor which is
ten feet or more above the ground, exclusive of windows
in bathrooms, water-closets, storage rooms or public
halls.
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136

137

138

139
Floors of all balconies required by this act and treads

of stairs appurtenant to balconies and fire escapes shall
be constructed of grating pattern, and shall have the
bars separated by a clear space of not over one inch,
and shall be so constructed as safely to carry a live
load of not less than seventy pounds to the square foot.
Balconies, unless it is otherwise provided by existing
building laws or regulations, may project into the public
highway for a distance not greater than four feet be-

yond the established building line. In case of dwellings
with flat roofs the balconies on the upper floors shall, if

140
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143
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145
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147
148

149

150
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151 lequired by the building department, be provided with
15_ staiis or a gooseneck ladder leading from such balcony
lu3 to and above the roof and securely fastened thereto.
154 All balustrades in this section shall have vertical bars
155 placed not more than six inches on centres.
156 All balconies forming part of or constituting fire
107 escapes, and all appurtenances thereof, shall be subject
158 to such supplementary regulations as are in force or as
I°9 mfh v hereafter be adopted by any city or town or by
160 the building department thereof.
161 All doors opening upon fire escape balconies within
162 six feet of the stairways shall be of self-closing fire-
-163 resisting pattern.
164 All windows opening upon fire escape balconies within
165 six feet of the stairways shall be self-closing of wire glass
166 set in metal frames and sash.

Bulkheads and Sniffles
1 Section 42. Every flat-roofed multiple dwelling here-
2 after erected exceeding one story in height, shall have

') in the roof a bulkhead or a scuttle not less than two feet
4 by three feet in size. Such bulkhead or scuttle shall be
5 fireproof or covered with metal on the outside and
6 shall be provided with stairs leading thereto and easily
‘ accessible to all occupants of the building. No bulk-
S head or scuttle shall be located in a closet or room, but
9 shall be located in the ceiling of the public hall on the

10 top floor, and access through the same to the roof shall
11 be direct and uninterrupted.

Stairs and Public Halls.
1 Section 43. Every multiple dwelling hereaftei
2 erected shall have at least one flight of stairs extending

from the entrance floor to the top story. Every dwell-
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4 ing of third-class construction occupied by more than
5 one family, shall have at least two independent flights
G of stairs with separate entrances leading from the
7 entrance floor to the top story, said flights of stairs
8 being at two points as far apart as is possible in the
9 opinion of the building inspector. One of said flights of

10 stairs may consist of outside, open stairs and balconies.
11 In all cases said stairs shall be. directly accessible from
12 each apartment, without passing through any other
13 apartment. All stairs and balconies and all public
14 halls shall be at least three feet six inches wide in the
15 clear. All stairs shall be constructed with a rise of not
16 more than eight inches, and with treads not less than
17 ten inches wide. Winders shall not be permitted in any
18 staircase.

Fireproof Stairs and Stair Halls.
1 Section 44. In every multiple dwelling of second-
-2 class construction hereafter erected exceeding two and
3 one half stories in height or occupied by more than two
4 families on any floor, the stairs and stair halls shall be
5 constructed of incombustible material throughout, ex-
-6 cept that treads may be of hard wood not less than
7 two inches thick. Wooden hand-rails are permitted.
8 The floors of all such stair halls shall be constructed
9 of incombustible material and no wooden flooring or

10 sleepers shall be permitted. All such stairs and stair
all sides with walls of brick or
material not less than eight
be no transom or sash opening
any other part of the house,
shut off from all non-fireproof
each story, by fireproof self-

11 halls shall be enclosed on
12 other approved fireproof
13 inches thick. There shall
14 from such stair hall to

15 Each stair hall shall be
16 parts of the building, on
17 closing doors.
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Entrance Halls.

0 .

bLCTIOX 45. Every entrance hall in a multiple dwell-
- mg hereafter erected shall be at least four feet six inches
'U<le 111 tlle clear and shall comply with all the condi--4 tions of the preceding sections as to the construction of5 stair halls. In every multiple dwelling hereafter erected

b there shall be access from the street or alley to the rear
7 yard, either in a direct line or through a court.

1 Section 46. In dwellings hereafter erected all shafts
2 shall be constructed of incombustible materials through--3 out, with self-closing fire doors at all openings at each
4 story including the cellar. But nothing in this section
o contained shall be so construed as to require such en-
-6 closures about elevators or dumb waiters in the well-
-7 hole of stairs where stairs themselves are enclosed5 m fireproof walls, and are entirely constructed of in-

-9 combustible materials as hereinbefore provided.

First Story Floor.
1 SeCTION 47‘ In every multiple dwelling of second--2 class construction hereafter erected three stories in
° height, the cellar ceiling and the ceiling and side walls
4 of the cellar stairs shall be plastered on metal lath and5 the stairs shall be provided at the top with a self--6 closing fire-door. If such a dwelling is erected exceed-
-7 ing three stories in height, the parts mentioned in this

8 section and the floor above shall be throughout of first-
-9 class construction as described in uibed in section two sub-

10 division seventeen.

Shafts.
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1 Section 48. In non-fireproof multiple dwellings here-
-2 after erected no closet of any kind shall be constructed
3 under any staircase.

1 Section 49. In every multiple dwelling hereafter
2 erected there shall be an entrance to the cellar or other
3 lowest story from the outside of said building.

2 in blocks of two or more there shall be a fire wall of
3 brick, concrete or terra cotta or other hard incombus-
-4 tible material approved by the building inspector,
5 separating each such house from each adjoining house,
6 and such wall shall have no openings therein and shall
7 extend from the floor of the basement or cellar to the
8 under side of the sheathing of the roof, and out to the
9 boarding of the walls. No wooden beams shall be

10 carried through the fire walls. For the purposes of this
11 section a double house shall be considered as two dwell-
-12 ings and each unit of a terrace as a separate dwelling.
13 No dwelling of third-class construction may be built
14 to the side lot line unless protected by a fire wall as in
15 this section provided.

Roof Coverings.

1 Section 51. On all dwellings hereafter erected or
2 enlarged the roofs, the tops of wood cornices, the tops
3 and sides of all dormer windows or other projections from
4 the roofs shall be covered with fire-resisting material.
5 Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit

1 Section 50. Where non-fireproof dwellings are built

Closets and Stairs.

Cellar Entrance.

Fire Walls.
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6 the use of wood shingles in repairing any roof now
7 covered with wood shingles, provided that the area so
8 repaired shall not exceed one quarter of the total
9 shingled area of the roof and provided the building is

10 not altered in height or otherwise generally recon-
-11 structed.
12 Fire-resisting material, specified above, shall include
13 slate, tile, asbestos, cement, tar and gravel, plastic
14 slate, copper, tin, and heavy asphalt-felt shingles of
15 which the exposed surface is composed of slate chips or
16 gravel.

Wooden Multiple Dwellings.
1 Section 52. Xo wooden multiple dwelling shall here-
-2 after be erected, and no wooden building not now used
3 as a multiple dwelling shall hereafter be altered into a
4 multiple dwelling or converted to such use.

ROOMS, LIGHTING AND VENTILATION OI

1 Section 53. Xo room or alcove in a two-family
2 dwelling or in ’a multiple dwelling of Class A erected

prior to the acceptance of this act shall hereafter be
4 occupied for living purposes unless it shall have a
5 window area of not less than ten square feet between
6 stop beads opening directly upon the street, or upon a
7 yard not less than ten feet deep, or above the roof of an
8 adjoining building, or upon a court or side yard of not
9 less than thirty square feet in area open to the sky

10 without roof or skylight, unless such room is located
11 on the top floor and is lighted and ventilated by a sky-
-12 light with a glazed area of not less than six square feet
13 opening directly to the outer air.

Part 111. Improvements.
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I ’LJBLIC HALLS AND STAIRS, LIGHTING AND VENTILATION OF.

1 Section 54. In all dwellings erected prior to the
2 acceptance of this act the public halls and stairs shall be
3 provided with as much light and ventilation to the outer
4 air as may be deemed practicable by the building
5 inspector, who may order the cutting in of windows and
6 skylights and such other improvements and alterations
7 in said dwellings as in his judgment may be necessary
8 and appropriate to accomplish this result. All new sky-
-9 lights hereafter placed in such dwellings shall be pro-

10 vided with ridge ventilators having a minimum opening
11 of forty square inches and also with either fixed or mov-
-12 able louvres or with movable sashes; all such skylights
13 and windows shall be of such size as may be determined
14 to be practicable by said building inspector.

SINKS.

1 Section 55. In every dwelling erected prior to the
2 acceptance of this act, the woodwork enclosing sinks
3 placed in the public halls or stair halls shall be removed
4 and the spaces underneath shall be left open. The
5 floors and wall surfaces beneath and around the sink
6 shall be put in good order and repair, and if of wood
7 shall be made non-absorbent.

WATER-CLOSETS.

1 Section 56. In every dwelling erected prior to the
2 acceptance of this act, the woodwork enclosing every
3 water-closet fixture shall when required by the board of
4 health be removed from the front of said closet and the
5 space underneath the seat shall be left open. The floor
6 and other surfaces beneath and around the closet shall
7 be put in good order and repair, and if of wood shall be
8 made non-absorbent.
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PRI ' ' school sinks and water-closet
1 SECTION 57• Wherever a connection with a public
2 sewer is or becomes possible, all other means of sewage
° disposal except those especially approved by the state
4 department of health, shall within one year after the
o acceptance of this act be completely removed and the
6 places where they were located properly disinfected
/ under the direction of the board of health. Such ap-
S phances shall be replaced by individual water-closets of
9 durable non-absorbent material, properly sewer-con-

-10 nected, and with individual traps, and properly con-
-11 nected flush tanks providing an ample flush of water
12 thoroughly to cleanse the bowl. Each water-closet
13 shall be located inside the dwelling or other building in
14 connection with which it is to be used in a compartment
15 completely separated from every other water-closet,
16 and such compartment shall contain a window of not
17 less than four square feet in area opening directly upon
IS the street, or back yard, or side yard, or a court of
19 which the least dimension is not less than three feet and
20 the area not less than fifteen square feet. The floors of
-1 the water-closet compartment shall be waterproof, as
22 provided in section thirty-five of this act. Such water-
-23 closets shall be provided in such numbers as required
24 by section eighty-two of this act. Such water-closets
25 and all plumbing in connection therewith shall be
26 sanitary in every respect, and, except as in this section
27 otherwise provided, shall be in accordance with the laws,
2S ordinances, and regulations in relation to plumbing and
29 drainage. Pan, plunger and long hopper closets shall
BO not be permitted.
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BASEMENTS AND CELLARS.

1 Section 58. All parts of a floor or wall below the
2 adjoining grade, and in any case the lowest floor, shall
3 be made damp-proof. The cellar ceiling of every mul-
-4 tiple dwelling shall be plastered when so required by the
5 building inspector, except where such ceiling is already
6 well covered with a metal ceiling or where the first floor
7 above the cellar is constructed of fireproof material.

SHAFTS AND COURTS.

1 Section 59. In every dwelling where there is a court
2 or shaft of any kind, there shall be at the bottom of
3 every such shaft and court a door giving sufficient ac-
-4 cess to such shaft or court to enable it to be properly
5 cleaned out. Provided that where there is already a
6 window giving proper access it shall be deemed sufficient.

EGRESS.

1 Section 60. All non-fireproof multiple dwellings ex-
-2 ceeding two stories in height erected prior to the accept-
-3 ance of this act, which do not have fireproof stairs and
4 stair halls or adequate fire escapes as hereinafter re-
-5 quired, shall be provided either with incombustible
6 outside stairways or with incombustible fire escapes
7 directly accessible to each apartment without passing
8 through a public hall, except when such dwellings of
9 three stories have two independent means of egress re-

-10 mote from each other, and directly accessible to each
11 apartment, said means of egress to be approved in

12 writing by the building inspector.
13 All fire escapes hereafter erected shall be located and
14 constructed as prescribed in section forty-one of this act.
15 No existing fire escape shall be deemed adequate un-

-16 less the following conditions are complied with:
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17 1. In every multiple dwelling each apartment above
18 the ground floor shall have a fire escape balcony directly
19 accessible from it. All balconies shall be capable of
20 carrying a live load of seventy pounds per square
21 foot.
22 2. All balconies shall be properly connected with one
23 another by adequate stairs or stationary ladders and
24 with openings not less than twenty-four by thirty-six
25 inches, unless such balconies connect adjoining houses or
26 adjoining parts of the same house separated from each
27 other by a fire wall in which there are no openings ex-
-28 cept such as are protected by self-closing fire-doors.
29 3. All fire escapes shall have proper ladders from the
30 lowest balcony of sufficient length to reach a safe land-
-31 ing place beneath.
32 4. All fire escapes not on the street shall have a safe
33 and adequate means of egress from the yard or court
34 to the street or to adjoining premises.
35 5. There shall be prompt and ready access to all fire
36 escapes, which shall not be obstructed in any way.
37 No existing fire escape shall be extended or have its
38 location changed except with the written approval of the
39 building inspector.

ADDITIONAL MEANS OF EGRE;

1 Section 61. Whenever a dwelling is not provided
2 with sufficient means of egress in case of fire, the
3 building inspector shall order such additional fire
4 escapes and other means of egress as may be necessary.

ROOF EGRESS; SCUTTLES, BULKHEADS, LADDERS AND STAIRS.

1 Section 62. Every flat-roofed multiple dwelling ex-
-2 ceedlng one story in height erected prior to the ac-
-3 ceptance of this act shall have in the roof a bulkhead,
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4 or a scuttle which shall be not less than two feet by
5 three feet in size. All such bulkheads and scuttles shall
6 be fireproof or covered on the outside with metal and
7 shall be provided with stairs or stationary ladders lead-
-8 ing thereto and easily accessible to all occupants of the
9 building. No scuttle or bulkhead shall be located in a

10 room, but shall be located in the ceiling of the public
11 hall on the top floor, and access through the same to the
12 roof shall be direct and uninterrupted. When deemed
13 necessary by the building inspector, scuttles shall be
14 hinged so as to readily open. Every bulkhead in such
15 multiple dwelling shall have stairs with a guide or
16 hand-rail leading to the roof, and such stairs shall be
17 kept free from incumbrance at all times. No scuttle
18 and no bulkhead door shall at any time be locked with
19 a key, but either may be fastened on the inside by
20 movable bolts or hooks. All key-locks on scuttles and
21 on bulkhead doors shall be removed.

PERCENTAGE OF LOT OCCUPIED

1 Section 63. No dwelling shall hereafter be enlarged
2 or its lot be diminished, or other building placed on its
3 lot, so that a greater percentage of the lot shall be occu-

-4 pied by buildings or structures than provided in section
5 twelve of this act.

1 Section 64. No dwelling shall be increased in

2 height so that the said dwelling shall exceed the width
3 of the widest street on which it abuts, nor in any case
4 one hundred feet. This provision shall not apply to

5 hotels.

Part IV. Alterations.

HEIGHT
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YARDS.

Section 65. No dwelling shall hereafter be enlarged
or its lot be diminished, or other building placed on the
lot, so that the rear yard or side yard shall be less in
size than the minimum sizes prescribed in sections four-
teen and fifteen and twenty of this act for dwellings
hereafter erected.

NEW COURTS IN EXISTING DWELLINGS

Section 66. Any court hereafter constructed in a
dwelling erected prior to the acceptance of this act, used
to light or ventilate rooms or water-closet compart-
ments shall be not less than eight feet in its least
dimension in any part, and such court shall under no
circumstances be roofed or covered over with a roof or
skylight; every such court, if an inner court, shall be
provided at the bottom with one or more horizontal
air-intakes which shall consist of passageways each
not less than three feet wide and seven feet high, which
shall communicate directly with the street or rear yard,
and shall always be left open, or be provided with an

open gate at each end.

ADDITIONAL ROOMS AND HALLS.

Section 67. Any additional room or hall that is
hereafter constructed or created in a dwelling shall
comply in all respects with the provisions of Part II
of this act, except that it may be of the same height
as the other rooms on the same story of the dwelling.

AND VENTILATION OF.

Section 68. No dwelling shall be so altered or its
lot diminished that any room or public hall or stairs
shall have its light or ventilation diminished in any
way not approved by the health officer.

ROOMS AND HALLS, LIGHTING
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ALCOVES AND ALCOVE ROOMS.

1 Section 69. No part of any room in a dwelling shall
2 hereafter be enclosed or sub-divided, wholly or in part,
3 by a curtain, portiere, fixed or movable partition or
4 other contrivance or device, unless such part of the
5 room so enclosed or subdivided shall contain a window
6 as required by sections twenty-one, twenty-two and
7 twenty-six of this act, and have a floor area of not
8 less than ninety square feet.

SKYLIGHTS.

1 Section 70. All new skylights hereafter placed in a
2 multiple dwelling shall be provided with ventilators
3 having a minimum opening of forty square inches and
4 also with either fixed or movable louvres or with mov-
5 able sashes, and shall be of such size as may be de-
-6 termiued to be practicable by the health officer.

WATER-CLOSET ACCOMMODATIONS.

1 Section 71. Every water-closet hereafter placed in a
2 dwelling, except one provided to replace a defective or
3 antiquated fixture in the same location, shall comply
4 with the provisions of sections twenty-six, thirty-five
5 and thirty-eight of this act relative to water-closets
6 in dwellings hereafter erected. Except that in the case
7 of a new water-closet installed on the top floor of an
8 existing dwelling, a ventilating skylight open to the
9 sky may be used in lieu of the windows required by

10 section twenty-six.

DWELLINGS OF SECOND-CLASS CONSTRUCTION.

1 Section 72. No multiple dwelling of second-class
2 construction erected prior to the acceptance of this act
3 shall hereafter be altered or converted so as to exceed
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4 two and one half stories in height or to accommodate
5 more than two families on any floor unless the said
6 dwelling shall be made to conform to the provisions of
7 sections forty, forty-four, and forty-seven of this act.
8 No dwelling of second-class construction shall here-
-9 after be altered into a multiple dwelling or converted

10 to such use unless the said dwelling shall be made to
11 conform to the provisions of sections forty, forty-four
12 and forty-seven of this act.

FIRE-ESCAPES.

1 Section 73. All fire-escapes hereafter constructed
2 on any multiple dwelling shall be located and con-
-3 structed as prescribed in section forty-one of this act.

ROOF STAIRS.

1 Section 74. No stairs leading to the roof in any
2 multiple dwelling shall be removed or be replaced with

a ladder
BULKHEADI

1 Section 75. Every bulkhead hereafter constructed
2 in a multiple dwelling shall be constructed fireproof or
3 covered with metal on the outside.

STAIRWAYS.

1 Section 76. No public hall or stairs in a multiple
2 dwelling shall be reduced in width so as to be less than
3 the minimum width prescribed in sections forty-three
4 and forty-five.

DUMB WAITERS AND ELEVATOI

1 Section 77. All dumb-waiters and elevators here-
-2 after constructed in multiple dwellings shall be en-

closed in fireproof shafts with fireproof doors at all
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4 openings at each story, including the cellar, in the case
• ) of dumb-waiters such doors shall be self-closing; and
6 such shafts shall be completely separated from the stairs
7 by walls of approved fireproof material enclosing the
8 same.

ALTERATION OF EXISTING WOODEN MULTIPLE DWELLINGS.

1 Section iB. No existing wooden multiple dwelling
2 shall hereafter be enlarged, extended or raised, except
3 that a wooden extension not exceeding a total area of
4 seventy square feet may be added, provided such ex-
-5 tension is used solely for bathrooms or water-closets.
6 Nor shall any existing wooden multiple-dwelling be so
7 altered or have its occupancy so changed as to be occu-
-8 pied by more than one family on any floor.

PUBLIC HALLS, LIGHTING OF IN THE DAYTIME.

1 Section 79. In every multiple dwelling where the
2 public halls and stairs are not in the opinion of the
3 board of health sufficiently lighted, the owner of such
4 house shall keep a proper light burning in the hallway
5 near the stairs upon such floors as may be necessary
6 from sunrise to sunset.

PUBLIC HALLS, LIGHTING AT NIGHT.

1 Section 80. In every multiple dwelling a proper
2 light shall be kept burning by the owner in the public
3 hallways near the stairs upon each floor every night
4 from sunset to sunrise throughout the year if so re-
-5 quired by the board of health.

Part V. Maintenance.
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WATER-CLOSETS IN CELLARS.

Section 81. No water-closet shall be maintained in
the cellar of any dwelling without a permit in writing
from the board of health, which shall have power to
make rules and regulations governing the maintenance
of such closets. Under no circumstances shall the re-
quired water-closet accommodations of any multiple
dwelling be permitted in the cellar or basement thereof;
this provision, however, shall not be construed so as to

prohibit a general toilet room containing several water-
closets, provided such water-closets are supplementary
to those required by law.

water-closet accommodations.

Section 82. In every dwelling existing prior to the
acceptance of this act there shall be provided at least
one water-closet for every two apartments, groups or
suites of rooms, or fraction thereof. Except that in
multiple dwellings of Class B there shall be provided at

least one water-closet for every fifteen occupants or frac-
tion thereof.

BASEMENT AND CELLAR ROOMS.

Section S3. No room in the cellar of any dwelling
erected prior to the acceptance of this act shall be
occupied for living purposes except as provided in
section thirty-one. And no room in the cellar or base-
ment of any such dwelling shall be so occupied without
a written permit from the board of health, which permit
shall be kept readily accessible in the main living room
of the apartment containing such room. No such
basement room shall hereafter be occupied unless all
the following conditions are complied with:
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11 1. Such room shall be at least eight feet high in
12 every; part from the floor to the ceiling.
13 2. The ceiling of such room shall be in every part at
14 least four feet above the surface of the street or ground
15 outside of or adjoining the same.
1G 3. There shall be appurtenant to such room the use of
17 a water-closet.
18 4. Such room shall have a window opening as pro-
-19 vided in section fifty-three, of at least ten square feet
20 in area between stop beads, and which shall open readily
21 for purposes of ventilation.
22 5. The lowest floor shallbe water-proof and damp-proof.
23 6. Such room shall have sufficient light and ventila-
-24 tion, shall be well drained and dry, and shall be fit for
25 human habitation.

CELLAR WALLS AND CEILINGS.

1 Section 84. The cellar walls and cellar ceilings of
2 every multiple dwelling shall be thoroughly whitened or
3 painted a light color and shall be so maintained. Such
4 whitening or paint shall be renewed whenever necessary,
5 as may be required by the board of health.

WATER-CLOSETS AND SINKS.

1 Section 85. In all multiple dwellings the floor or
2 other surface beneath and around water-closets and sinks
3 shall be maintained in good order and repair and if of
4 wood shall be made non-absorbent.

REPAIRS.

1 Section 86. Every dwelling and all the parts thereof
2 shall be kept in good repair, and all rain water shall be
3 so drained and conveyed therefrom as not to cause damp-
-4 ness in the walls or ceilings.
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WATER SUPPLY.

1 Section 87. Every dwelling shall have within the
2 dwelling at least one proper sink with running water
3 furnished in sufficient quantity at one or more places
4 exclusive of the cellar. In two-family dwellings and
5 multiple dwellings of Class A there shall be at least one
6 such sink on every floor, accessible to each family on
7 the floor occupied by said family without passing
8 through any other apartment. The owner shall pro-
-9 vide proper and suitable tanks, pumps or other appli-

-10 ances to receive and to distribute an adequate and
11 sufficient supply of such water at each floor in the said
12 dwelling at all times of the year, during all hours of
13 the day and night. But a failure in the general supply
14 of city water shall not be construed to be a failure on
15 the part of such owner, provided proper and suitable
16 appliances to receive and distribute such water have
17 been provided in said dwelling.

CISTERNS AND WELL:

1 Section 88. Where there is no public water supply
2 reasonably accessible, there shall' be provided one or
3 more adequate cisterns or wells with a pump or other
4 attachment for drawing water, but with no opening for
5 drawing water with pails or buckets. Such cisterns or
6 wells shall be furnished by such size and number and
7 constructed and maintained in such manner as may be
8 determined by the board of health.

CLEANLINESS of dwellings

1 Section 89. Every dwelling and every part thereof
2 shall be kept clean and shall also be kept free from any
3 accumulation of dirt, filth, rubbish, garbage or other



BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, ETC. [Jan.48

4 matter in or on the same, or in the yards, courts, pass-
-5 ages, areas or alleys connected with or belonging to the
6 same. The owner of every dwelling, and in the case of
7 a private dwelling the occupant thereof, shall thoroughly
8 cleanse or cause to be cleansed all the rooms, passages,
9 stairs, floors, windows, doors, walls, ceilings, privies,

10 water-closets, cesspools, drains, halls, cellars, roofs and
11 all other parts of the said dwelling, or part of the dwell-
-12 ing of which he is the owner, or in the case of a private
13 dwelling the occupant, to the satisfaction of the board
14 of health, and shall keep the said parts of the said
15 dwelling in a cleanly condition at all times.

AVALLS OF COURTS.

1 Section 90. In multiple dAvellings the Avails of all
2 courts except those opening on a street, unless built of
3 a light color brick or stone, shall be thoroughly whitened
4 by the owner or shall be painted a light color by him
5 and shall be so maintained. Such whitening or paint
6 shall be renewed wheneA’er necessary as may be required
7 by the board of health.

1 Section 91. In all multiple dAvellings the board of
2 health may require the walls and ceilings of any room

3 to be whitened or painted with Avhite paint Avhen
4 necessary to improve the lighting of such room and
5 may require this to be reneAved as often as may be
6 necessary

AA'ALL PAPER

1 Section 92. No Avail paper shall be placed upon a

2 Avail or ceiling of any dwelling unless all Avail paper
3 shall be first removed therefrom and said Avails and ceil-
-4 ings thoroughly cleansed.

WALLS -AND CEILINGS OF ROOMS.
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receptacles for ashes, garbage and rubbish.

1 Section 93. The owner of every dwelling, and in the
2 case of a private dwelling the occupant, shall provide
3 and maintain for said dwelling proper and suitable
4 tight metal cans, with covers, for holding ashes, rub-
-5 bish, garbage, refuse and other matter. Chutes and
6 bins for such purposes are prohibited.

1 Section 94. No horse, cow, calf, swine, sheep, goat,
2 chickens, geese or ducks shall be kept in any dwelling
3 or part thereof. Nor shall any such animal be kept on
4 the same lot or premises with a dwelling except under
5 such conditions as may be prescribed by the board of
6 health. No such animal, except a horse, shall under
7 any circumstances be kept on the same lot or premises
8 with a multiple dwelling. No dwelling or the lot or
9 premises thereof shall be used for the storage or handling

10 of rags or junk. No dwelling or the lot or premises
11 thereof shall be used for purposes of prostitution or
12 assignation.

COMBUSTIBLE MATERIAI

1 Section 95. No dwelling nor any part thereof, nor
2 of the lot upon which it is situated, shall be used as a
3 place of storage, keeping or handling of any article
4 dangerous or detrimental to life or health; nor of any

5 combustible article, except under such conditions as
6 may be prescribed by the fire commissioner under au-
7 thority of a written permit issued by him. No multiple
8 dwelling nor any part thereof, nor of the lot upon which
9 it is situated, shall be used as a place of storage, keeping

10 or handling of feed, hay, straw, excelsior, cotton, paper
11 stock, feathers or rags, except that under the authority

PROHIBITED USI
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12 of the fire commissioner as in this section provided a
18 reasonable amount of feed, hay and straw may be kept
14 for a horse.

1 Section 96. There shall be no transom, window or
2 door opening into a public hall from any portion of a
3 multiple dwelling where paint, oil, drugs or spirituous
4 liquors are stored or kept for the purpose of sale or
5 otherwise. This provision shall not apply to hotels.

1 Section 97. In any multiple dwelling in which the
2 owner thereof does not reside, there shall be a janitor,
3 housekeeper or other responsible person who shall have
4 charge of the same, if the board of health shall so re-
5 quire.

overcrowding.

1 Section 98. If any room in a dwelling is over-
-2 crowded, the board of health may order the number of
3 persons sleeping or living in said room to be so reduced
4 that there shall be not less than four hundred cubic
5 feet of air to each adult and three hundred cubic feet
6 of air to each child under twelve years of age occupying
7 such room.

LODGERS PROHIBITED.

1 Section 99. The board of health may prohibit in
2 any multiple dwelling the letting of lodgings therein
3 by any of the tenants occupying such multiple dwell-
-4 ing, and may prescribe conditions under which lodgers
5 or boarders may be taken in multiple dwellings. It
6 shall be the duty of the owner of all multiple dwellings
7 to see that the requirements of the board of health in
8 this regard are at all times complied with, and a fail-

CERTAIN DANGEROUS BUSINESSES.

JANITOR OR HOUSEKEEPER.
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9 ure to so comply on the part of any tenant, after due
10 and proper notice from said owner, shall be deemed
11 sufficient cause for the summary eviction of such tenant
12 and the cancellation of his lease. The provisions of
13 this section may be extended to private dwellings and
14 two-family dwellings, as may be found necessary by the
15 board of health.

INFECTED AND UNINHABITABLE DWELLINGS TO BE VACATED.

1 Section 100. Whenever it shall be certified by an
2 inspector or officer of the board of health that a dwelling
3 or any part thereof is infected with contagious disease,
4 or that it is unfit for human habitation, or dangerous to
5 life or health by reason of want of repair, or of defects
6 in the drainage, plumbing, lighting, ventilation or the
7 construction of the same, or by reason of the existence
8 on the premises of a nuisance likely to cause sickness
9 among the occupants of said dwelling, or for any other

10 cause, the board of health may issue an order requiring
11 all persons therein to vacate such dwellings, or part
12 thereof, within not less than twenty-four hours nor more
13 than ten days, for the reasons to be mentioned in said
14 order. In case such order is not complied with within
15 the time specified, the board may cause said dwelling
16 or part thereof to be vacated. The board whenever it
17 is satisfied that the danger from said house or part
18 thereof has ceased to exist, or that it is fit for human
19 habitation, may revoke said order, or may extend the
20 time within which to comply with the same.

repairs to buildings, et cetera.

1 Section 101. Whenever any dwelling or building,
2 structure, excavation, business pursuit, matter or thing
3 in or about a dwelling or the lot on which it is situated.
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4 or the plumbing, sewerage, drainage, light or ventilation
5 thereof, is in the opinion of the board of health in a
6 condition or in effect dangerous or detrimental to life or
7 health, the board may declare that the same, to the
8 extent it may specify, is a public nuisance, and may
9 order the same to be removed, abated, suspended,

10 altered or otherwise improved or purified, as the order
11 shall specify. In addition to the above powers the
12 board may also order or cause any dwelling or part
13 thereof, or any excavation, building, structure, sewer,
14 plumbing, pipe, passage, premises, ground, matter or
15 thing, in or about a multiple dwelling or the lot on
16 which it is situated, to be purified, cleansed, disinfected,
D removed, altered, repaired or improved. If any order
18 of the board issued under the authority of the pro-
-19 visions of this act is not complied with or so far complied
20 with as it may regard as reasonable within ten days
21 after the service thereof, or within such longer or
22 shorter time as the board may designate, then such
23 order may be executed by said board through its
24 officers, agents, employees, or contractors.

FIRE-ESCAPES.

1 Section 102. The owner of every dwelling on which
2 there are fire-escapes shall keep them in good order and
3 repair, and whenever rusty shall have them properly
4 painted with two coats of paint. No person shall at
5 any time or place keep any incumbrance of any kind
6 before or upon any such fire-escape.

SCUTTLES, BULKHEADS, LADDERS AND STAIRS.

1 Section 103. In all multiple dwellings where there
2 are scuttles or bulkheads, they and all stairs or ladders
3 leading thereto shall be easily accessible to all occupants



1916.1 HOUSE — No. 1071. 53

4 of the building and shall be kept free from incumbrance
5 and ready for use at all times. No scuttle and no
6 bulkhead door shall at any time be locked with a key,
7 but either may be fastened on the inside by movable
8 bolts or hooks.

Part IV. Requirements and Remedies
BUILDING INSPECTOR.

1 Section 104. In a city or town which accepts the
2 provisions of this act the mayor of such city or the
3 selectmen of such town shall annually appoint a build-
-4 ing inspector.

permit to commence building.

1 Section 105. Before the construction or alteration
2 of a dwelling or the alteration or conversion of a build-
-3 ing for use as a dwelling is begun, and before the con-
-4 struction or alteration of any building or structure on the
5 same lot with a dwelling is begun, the owner shall
6 submit to the building inspector a detailed statement in
7 writing, verified by the affidavit of the person making
8 the same, of the specification for such dwelling or
9 building, upon blanks of forms to be furnished by the

10 building inspector, and also full and complete copies
11 of the plans of the work. Said statement shall give in
12 full the name and residence, by street and number, of
13 the owner or owners of the land on which said dwelling
14 or buildings is or is to be located, together with a plan
15 of the lot on which the same is or is to be situated,
16 showing the location, character and size of all buildings
17 thereon, and the exact dimensions of said lot together
18 with its description by metes and bounds. If such con-
-19 struction, alteration or conversion is proposed to be
20 made by any other person than the owner of the land
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_1 in fee the statement shall contain in addition to the
22 name of the owner, the full name and residence, by
23 street and number, of the person proposing to construct,
24 alter or convert such building. The affidavit shall
25 allege that said specifications and plans are true and
26 contain a correct description of such dwelling, building,
27 lot and proposed work. The statement and affidavit
28 herein provided for may be made by the owner, or by
29 the person who proposes to make the construction, alter-
-30 ation or conversion, or by the agent of such owner or
31 person. No person, however, shall be recognized as
32 the agent of such owner or owner, until he shall have
33 filed with the building inspector a written instrument,
34 signed by such owner or person, designating him as
35 such agent. Any false statement of a material fact in
36 any such affidavit shall be deemed perjury. Said
37 specifications, plans and statements shall be filed in the
38 office of the building inspector and shall be public
39 records, accessible to the public, and no such specifica-
-40 tions, plans or statements shall be removed from said
41 office. The board of health and the building inspector
42 shall cause all such plans and specifications to be
43 examined.
44 If such plans and specifications conform to the provi-
-45 sions of law the building inspector shall within two weeks
46 of such filing approve the same and a written certificate
47 to that effect shall be issued by him to the person sub-
-48 mitting the same, and he may from time to time ap-
-49 prove changes in any plans and specifications, provided
50 the plans and specifications, as altered, are in conformity
51 with law, but the building inspector shall not approve
52 any plans or specifications or any changes in the same
53 until the board of health has certified that said plans
54 and specifications conform with the law relative to
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55 light, ventilation and sanitation. The construction,
56 alteration or conversion of such building, or any part
57 thereof, shall not be begun until the filing of said
58 specifications, plans and statements, and the approval
59 thereof, as above provided. The construction, alteration
60 or conversion of any such building shall be in accordance
61 with said approved specifications and plans. Any
62 permit or approval which may be issued by the building
63 inspector but under which no work has been done above
64 the foundation walls within one year from the time of
65 the issuance of the permit or approval, shall expire by
66 limitation. Said inspector shall have power to revoke
67 or cancel any permit or approval in case of any failure
68 or neglect to comply with any provision of this act, or in
69 case any false statement or representation is made in
70 any specifications, plans or statements submitted or filed
71 for such permit or approval.

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE.

1 Section 106. No building hereafter constructed as
2 or altered into a dwelling shall be occupied in whole
3 or in part for human habitation until the issuance of a
4 certificate by the building inspector that the building
5 conforms in all respects to the requirements of law, and
6 the building inspector shall not issue such certificate
7 until the board of health certifies to him that the
8 building conforms to all requirements of law relative
9 to the light, ventilation and sanitation of buildings.

10 Such certificate shall be issued within fifteen days after
11 written application therefor if said dwelling at the date
12 of such application shall be entitled thereto.
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tenant’s responsibility

1 Section 107. If the occupant of a dwelling shall fail
2 to comply with the provisions of this act after due and
3 proper notice from the board of health, such failure to
4 comply shall be deemed sufficient cause for the summary
5 eviction of such tenant by the owner and the cancella-

-6 tion of his lease.

EQUITY JURISDICTION.

1 Section 108. Any court having general equity juris-
-2 diction shall upon the application of any city or town
3 by its city solicitor or town counsel or by the board of
4 health or building inspector have jurisdiction in equity
5 to restrain the construction, alteration, repair, mainte-
-6 nance, use or occupation of a building or structure in
7 violation of the provisions of law and to order its re-
-8 moval or abatement as a nuisance, and to compel com-
-9 pliance with any provision of law relative thereto.

ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES.

1 Section 109. A building or structure which is
2 erected, altered, maintained or used in violation of the
3 provisions of this act shall be deemed a common nui-
-4 sance without other proof thereof than proof of such
5 unlawful construction, maintenance, occupancy, or use,
6 and the building inspector may, and if said vio ation is
7 of any section of this act relative to light, ventilation
8 and sanitation of such building shall, if required in writ-
-9 ing by the board of health, order the owner of such

10 premises at his own expense to abate or remove said
11 nuisances within twenty-four hours, or within such
12 further time as said building inspector considers reason-

-13 able after notice to be served in the manner provided
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14 in section one hundred and sixteen, and if the owner or
15 occupant fails to comply with such order, the building
16 inspector may, and if required in writing by the board
17 of health shall, abate or remove the nuisance, and all
18 expenses incurred thereby shall be paid by the person
19 who caused or permitted the same.

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION.

1 Section 110. Whoever violates any provision of this
2 act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-
-3 five dollars. Any person who has been served with a
4 notice or order as provided by section one hundred and
5 sixteen, or who neglects to comply with any require-
-6 ments of such notice or order within ten days after
7 such service or continues to violate any provision or
8 requirement of this act in the respect named in said
9 notice or order, shall be subject to an additional fine of

10 not less than five dollars and not more than twenty
11 dollars for each day after the first day during which
12 such violation or neglect continues.

PROVISIONS FOR REVIEW.

1 Section 111. Any person whose property is affected
2 by any action of the board of health or the building
3 inspector may have the action of the board of health or
4 the building inspector reviewed by the superior court
5 by any appropriate process, provided proceedings are
6 instituted within ten days after such action.

RIGHT OF ENTRY.

1 Section 112. Any official having any duty to per-
-2 form in regard to any building or premises under the
3 provisions of this act may, whenever necessary for the per-
-4 formances of such duties, enter such building or premises.
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1 Section 113. Every fine imposed by judgment under
2 section one hundred and ten of this act shall be a lien
3 upon the building and land in relation to which the fine
4 is imposed from the time of the filing of a certified copy
5 of the judgment in the office of the register of deeds for
6 the county or district in which such building is situated,
7 subject only to taxes, assessments and water rates and
8 other existing lawful incumbrances, and it shall be the
9 duty of the board of health and the building inspector

10 upon the entry of said judgment forthwith to file the
11 copy as aforesaid, and the copy, upon such filing, shall
12 forthwith be indexed by the register of deeds under the
13 name of the party against whom such judgment is
14 issued. The fee for filing and indexing shall be fifty
15 cents.

1 Section 114. In any action or proceeding instituted
2 by the departments charged with the enforcement of
3 this act, the petitioner may file in the office of the reg-
-4 ister of deeds for the county or district where the
5 property affected by such action or proceeding is situ-
-6 ated, a notice of the pendency of the action or proceed-
-7 ing. The register of deeds with whom the notice is filed
8 shall record it, and shall index it under the name of the
9 owner of said property. Any such notice may be va-

-10 cated by the order of a justice of the court in which the
11 action or proceeding was instituted or is pending. The
12 register of deeds of the county or the district where the
13 notice is filed is hereby directed to mark the notice
14 and any record thereof as cancelled of record, properly
15 indexing the same, upon the presentation and filing of
16 a certified copy of such order. The fee for filing such

LIENS.

LIS PENDENS
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17 notice shall be fifty cents and the fee for filing such dis-
-18 charge or cencellation shall be twenty-five cents.

Section 115. The owner of a dwelling hereafter
erected and every lessee of two or more tenements in
such a dwelling or the agent of such owner or lessee, and
within thirty days after the acceptance of this act such
owner, lessee or agent of dwellings erected prior to its
acceptance, shall file in the office of the building in-
spector a notice containing his name and address and a
description of such property owned, leased or controlled
by him by street number or in such other manner as
will enable the board of health and building inspector to
easily locate the same, and containing also the number
of apartments in such house, or such part thereof as is
controlled by him, and the number of rooms in each
apartment, and the number of families occupying each
apartment. In case an owner or lessee subject to the
provisions of this section is not a resident within the
commonwealth, the notice shall contain the name and
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address of some agent for the owner or lessee of the house
for the purpose of receiving service or notice, and service
of process upon such agent shall bind the principal. In
case of a transfer of the title or lease, or sub-lease, or
expiration or cancellation of a lease, whereby the control
of such property is transferred from one person to
another, it shall be the duty of the person to whom such
control is transferred to file a notice of such transfer in
the office of the building inspector. Service of notice
required under this act upon the last owner or lessee who
has filed the notice required under this section shall be
deemed sufficient.
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SERVICE OF NOTICES AND ORDERS.

1 Section 116. Unless otherwise provided in this act,
2 every notice or order in relation to a dwelling house
3 shall be served ten days before the time for doing the
4 thing in relation to which it is issued. The service of
5 notice or order as aforesaid shall be made by the deliv-
-6 ery of an attested copy in hand to the owner or his
7 agent, last duly registered as provided in section one
8 hundred and fifteen, or by leaving an attested copy at
9 the last or usual place of abode of such owner or agent,

10 or, if the owner is a non-resident and has no agent duly
11 appointed as provided in section one hundred and
12 fifteen, it shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the
13 premises and a copy thereof mailed by a registered
14 letter on the same day on which it is posted to such
15 owner or his agent at the residence designated in the
16 notice provided by section one hundred and fifteen.

SERVICE OF SUMMONS.

1 Section 117. In any action brought by any city or
2 town official in relation to a dwelling house for injunc-
-3 tion, vacating of the premises or other abatement of
4 nuisance, or to establish a lien thereon, service of process
5 shall be in the manner provided in section one hundred
6 and sixteen, except that the service of process shall be
7 made only by a sheriff or one of his deputies or by a
8 constable.

INDEXING NAMES.

1 Section 118. The names and addresses filed in
2 accordance with section one hundred and fifteen shall
3 be indexed by the building inspector in such a manner

4 that all of those filed in relation to each dwelling house
5 shall be together, and readily ascertainable. The build-
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6 ing inspector shall provide the necessary books and
i clerical assistance for that purpose, and the expense
8 thereof shall be paid by the city or town. Said indexes
9 shall be open to public inspection during business hours.

1 Section 119. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed. Upon acceptance of this
3 act by any city or town, all ordinances, by-laws and
4 regulations of such city or town inconsistent herewith
5 are hereby annulled.

DUTII

1 Section 120. It shall be the duty of the building
2 inspector to enforce the provisions of this law and of
3 any general or special laws, city ordinances, or town by-
-4 laws, relative to the construction, conversion, alteration,
5 repairs, maintenance and occupancy of dwellings except
6 as otherwise therein provided. It shall be the duty of
7 the board of health to examine the plans and specifica-
-8 tions provided in section one hundred and five of this
9 act and to certify to the building inspector its approval

10 of the same if they conform to the law in all matters
11 pertaining to light, ventilation, and sanitation. Upon
12 completion of the construction, conversion, or alteration
13 of a dwelling, the board of health shall, upon receipt of
14 notice, inspect the dwelling and premises and if the same
15 conform to all the provisions of law relative to light,
16 ventilation, and sanitation it shall within fifteen days
17 of the receipt of notice, certify its approval of the same
18 to the building inspector. It shall be the duty of the
19 board of health to make frequent inspections of all
20 multiple dwellings and lodging houses and it may in-
-21 spect all dwellings as need arises. In case of any un-

LAWS REPEALED.
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22 lawful occupancy or use, it shall forthwith notify the
23 building inspector and request him to take appropriate
24 action for remedying the same and the prosecution of
25 any person who has violated the law relative thereto.

1 Section 121. This act shall take effect in any town
2 upon its acceptance by vote of the town at an annual
3 town meeting or at a legal meeting called for that pur-
-4 pose. It shall take effect in any city upon its accept-
-5 ance by vote of the voters at a city election or at a

6 special election duly held for that purpose. In a city or
7 town which has previously adopted a state tenement
8 house act, this act may be substituted as provided in
9 this section. For the purpose of being submitted to the

10 voters aforesaid this act shall take effect upon its pass-
-11 age.

WHEN TO TAKE EFFECT.


