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Bill accompanying the petition of Henry Achin, Jr., and Victor
Francis Jewett that the Public Service Commission be authorized to
order and direct the building of extensions of lines of street railway
•companies. Street Railways. January 18.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To authorize the Public Service Commission to order and

direct the Building of Extensions of Street Railway
Lines.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled.
and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follovos:
1 Section twenty-three of chapter seven hundred and
2 eighty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 thirteen is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “service”, in the ninth line, the words: and may order
5 and direct the building and operating of and the further
6 extension of lines under existing or future franchises,
7 so as to read as follows; Section 23. Whenever the
8 commission shall be of opinion, after a hearing had upon
9 its own motion or upon complaint, that the regulations,

10 practices, equipment, appliances or service of any common
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11 carrier, now or hereafter subject to its jurisdiction, are
12 unjust, unreasonable, unsafe, improper or inadequate,
13 the commission shall determine the just, reasonable, safe,
14 adequate and proper regulations and practices thereafter
15 to be in force and to be observed, and the equipment
16 appliances and service, and may order and direct the
17 building and operating of and the further extension of
18 lines under existing or future franchises thereafter to be
19 used and shall fix and prescribe the same by order to be
20 served upon every common carrier to be bound thereby.
21 The commission shall have power after such a hearing to
22 order from time to time that a railroad company shall
23 operate its lines, of standard gauge, or such parts thereof
24 as the commission shall prescribe, by electric power
25 instead of by steam power, and in its order shall pre-
-26 scribe the time within which the work of electrification
27 shall be done. Before making such order, the commission
28 shall consider the relative importance and necessity of the
29 changes in any specific regulations, practices, equipment
30 and appliances proposed to be included therein and of
31 other changes which may be brought to its attention in
32 the course of the hearing, the financial ability of the
33 carrier to comply with the requirements of the order, and
34 the effect of the carrier’s compliance therewith, upon its
35 financial ability to make such other changes, if any, as
36 may be deemed by the commission of equal or greater
37 importance and necessity in the performance of the
38 service which the carrier has professed to render to the
39 public. It shall be the duty of every such common
40 carrier to observe and obey every requirement of every
41 such order so served upon it, and to do everything
42 necessary or proper in order to secure absolute com-
-43 pliance with and observance of every such order by all its
44 officers, agents and employees.


