
HOUSE No. 1156
Bill accompanying the petition of Charles L. Davenport relative to

the duties of the Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners and the
Directors of the Port of Boston. Joint special committee on commis-
sions. January 18.

AN ACT
To provide for a Massachusetts Commission of Harbors

and Public Lands to supersede the Board of Harbor and
Land Commissioners and the Directors of the Port of
Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall appoint three competent persons
3 who shall constitute a board to be known as the Massa-
4 chusetts commission of harbors and public lands (here-
-5 inafter called the commission). The terms of office of
6 the persons first appointed by the governor shall be so
7 arranged and designated at the time of their appoint-
-8 ment that the term of one member shall expire in three
9 vears, one in two years, and one in one year from the
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PORT OF BOSTON [Jan.9

10 first day of July, nineteen hundred and sixteen. Annu-
li ally thereafter, the governor shall appoint one member
12 to serve for three years, as the term of any member ex-
-13 pires. Any vacancy occurring in the commission shall
14 be filled for the unexpired term by the governor in the
15 same manner. The governor shall designate one member
16 as chairman and another as secretary, whose duties shall
17 be those customarily performed by chairmen and execu-
-18 tive secretaries. Each member shall receive an annual
19 salary of dollars, and shall be allowed
20 his actual traveling and other necessary expenses.

1 Section 2. All the rights, powers and duties now per-
-2 taining to or vested in the board of harbor and land
3 commissioners, and in the board of directors of the port
4 of Boston, or in either of said boards, are hereby trans-
-5 ferred to and hereafter shall be vested in and exercised
6 by the commission. There shall be transferred to and
7 vested in the commission the right to expend any unex-
-8 pended funds heretofore appropriated to be expended by
9 the board of harbor and land commissioners or by the

10 directors of the port of Boston. The commission shall
11 also assume and take over on behalf of the common-

-12 wealth, any rights, powers and duties of the board of
13 harbor and land commissioners or of the directors of the
14 port of Boston, under any contracts heretofore made
15 for the improvement, sale, purchase, lease, use, or other
16 disposition of the lands, structures, flats, or waters of
17 the commonwealth within the jurisdiction of said boards
18 or either of them.

1 Section 4. The commission shall appoint such engin-
-2 eers, clerks, agents, assistants and other employees as it
3 may deem necessary to carry out the duties of the com-
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4 mission and the purposes of this act and shall determine
5 the respective duties and compensation of such employees.
6 The appointment of all such employees shall be subject
7 to the laws relating to civil service in the common-
-8 wealth, so far as they are applicable.

1 Section 5. The terms of office of the present direct-
-2 ors of the port of Boston and the present harbor and land
3 commissioners shall expire on the first day of July,
4 nineteen hundred and sixteen, and said boards shall be
5 abolished upon said day.

1 Section 6. The commission on or before January
2 first, nineteen hundred and seventeen, shall report to the
3 general court, and so far as practicable put in operation
4 a comprehensive plan for the development and improve-
-5 ment of the northerly side of Boston harbor, and espe-
-6 dally for the restoration and deepening of Governor’s
7 Island channel, including the westerly portion thereof
8 which leads from Governor’s Island past Jeffries Point
9 to a point in Boston harbor near the East Boston shore,

10 so that said channel shall become not less available for
11 navigation than it was prior to January first, nineteen
12 hundred and fifteen. As part of such plan the com-
-13 mission may recommend such a modification of the
14 harbor line established by chapter three hundred and
15 thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
16 fifteen as shall permit the restoration and permanent use
17 of said channel, including said westerly portion thereof.

1 Section 7. The provisions of section one relative to
2 the appointment of the commission shall take effect upon
3 the passage of this act. The remaining provisions of this
4 act shall take effect on the first day of July, nineteen
5 hundred and sixteen.




