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RESOLUTIONS

In Furtherance of International Peace and in Opposition to

Increased Armament.

1 Whereas, At this time, when more than two thirds of
2 the resources of our national government are devoted
3 to meeting the cost of past war and preparation for
4 possible future war, when the national military expendi-
-5 tures on a peace basis amount to approximately two
6 hundred and fifty million dollars annually and which have
7 totalled in excess of three billion dollars within the past
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.



RESOLUTIONS. [Jan. 1916.9

15 bracing industrial depression made the burden of the
16 working class doubly oppressive, and
17 Whereas, The present conflict, a more stupendous and
18 bloody warfare than ever witnessed by any age of the
19 past, threatens to bankrupt the nations of Europe and
20 result in a reaction against militarism that promises »a
21 lengthy respite from international warfare, and
22 Whereas, No great nation of Europe will be financially
23 or otherwise capable of waging warfare against the L’nited
24 States after the present conflict, even should it so desire;
25 therefore be it
26 Resolved, That the L’nited States which has always
27 been the least armed of any great nation should abstain
28 from the mad race for armament which has thrust the
29 European nations into the great world war. Any in-
-30 crease in the army and navy can only evoke the suspicion
31 of other nations and stimulate the international rvalry
32 that has brought Europe to its present plight. For the
33 United States government to engage in large naval and
34 army increases would be to take the initiative in leading
35 the world back to that state of so-called “preparedness”
36 that only prepares for death, the destruction of vast
37 quantities of wealth, the reduction of millions to poverty
38 and distress, and the general ruin of the nations.


