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AN ACT
Relative to the Answering of Interrogatories filed in Civil

Actions.

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter eight hundred and
2 fifteen of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 thirteen is hereby amended by striking out that part of
4 said section beginning with the word “If” in the fifth
5 line of said section and ending with the word “fix”, in
6 the twelfth line of said section, and inserting in place
7 thereof, the following: If, with'- n ten days after such
8 notice, or in a police, district or municipal court within
9 such lesser time as the court may by general or special

10 order direct, the party interrogated does not fully answer

11 the interrogatories or does not file in the court in which
12 such interrogatories were filed, a statement verified by
13 the oath of himself or his counsel setting forth the
14 reason for the failure to answer the whole or any part of
15 such interrogatories, the party interrogated may, upon
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16 motion, if a defendant, be defaulted, or, if a plaintiff,
17 be non-suited, —so that said section sha'l read as fol-
-18 lows: — Section 3. Interrogatories shall be filed in the
19 clerk’s office or in the office of a justice who has no clerk
20 or with a trial justice, and notice of such filing, with a
21 copy of the interrogatories, shall be sent by the party
22 interrogating to the party interrogated, or to his attorney
23 of record. If, within ten days after such notice, or in
24 a police, district or municipal court within such lesser
25 time as the court may by general or special order direct,
26 the party interrogated does not fully answer the in-
-27 terrogatories or does not file in the court in which such
28 interrogatories were filed, a statement verified by the
29 oath of himself or his counsel setting forth the reason
30 for the failure to answer the whole or any part of such
31 interrogatories, the party interrogated may, upon motion,
32 if a defendant, be defaulted, or, if a plaintiff, be non-
-33 suited; but no party interrogated shall be obliged to
34 answer a question or produce a document which would
35 tend to criminate him or to disclose his title to any
36 property the title whereof is not material to an issue
37 in the proceeding in the course of which he is inter-
-38 rogated, nor to disclose the names of witnesses, except
39 that the court may compel the party interrogated to
40 disclose the names of witnesses and their addresses if
41 justice seems to require it, upon such terms and condi-
-42 tions as the court may deem expedient. A party shall
43 not interrogate an adverse party more than once unless
44 the court otherwise orders, except as to any new matters
45 which have been disclosed by the answers to inter-
-46 rogatories previously filed.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on July first
2 nineteen hundred and sixteen.


