
HOUSE No. 1338

Bill accompanying the petition of the United Improvement Asso-
ciation relative to primaries, caucuses and elections. Election Laws.
January 20.

AN ACT
Relative to Primaries, Caucuses and Elections.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and seventeen of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by
4 inserting after the word “public”, in the sixth line, the
5 words: and civic, and by inserting after the word
6 “offices”, in the sixth line, the words: and positions of
7 responsibility and trust, not in any sectarian, racial or

8 fraternal bodies, —so as to read as follows: Section
9 117. Every nomination paper shall state, in addition to

10 the name of the candidate, (1) his residence, with street
11 and number thereof, if any, (2) the office for which he is
12 nominated, (3) the political party which he represents,
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13 and except for candidates for ward and town committees
14 and delgates to conventions the paper may state, in not
15 more than eight words, the occupation of the candidate,
16 the public and civic offices and positions of responsibility
17 and trust, not in any sectarian, racial or fraternal bodies,
18 which he has held, or that he is a candidate for renomina-
-19 tion: provided he is at the time an incumbent of the
20 office for which he seeks renomination for another term,
21 but not otherwise. Every voter who signs such paper
22 shall sign in person, with his full surname, his Christian
23 name, and the initial of every other name which he may
24 have, and shall state his residence of the previous first
25 day of April, as well as the place where he is then' living,
26 with the street and number
27 is prevented by physical dii
28 had the right to vote on the
29 eighteen hundred and fifty

thereof; but any voter who
lability from writing, or who
first day of May in the year
-seven, may authorize some

iO person to write his name and residence in his presence;
;1 and every voter may sign as many nomination papers for

32 each office to be filled as there are persons to be nomi-
-33 nated for or elected thereto, and no more.
34 Such papers shall also contain the statement that the
35 signers thereof are members of the party represented by
36 the candidate and are entitled to vote in the primaries of

37 that party; and whoever knowingly subscribes falsely to

38 a statement on a nomination paper shall be punished by
39 imprisonment for not more than five days or by a fine not
40 exceeding fifty dollars. No nomination paper, except for

41 a delegate or delegates to a convention, shall be valid in

42 respect to any candidate whose written acceptance is not

43 thereon.
44 None but enrolled voters of the party represented by a

45 candidate, and voters who are not enrolled in any party,
46 shall be entitled to sign the nomination paper of such
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47 candidate. No nomination paper shall contain the name
48 of more than one candidate except in the case of dele-
-49 gates to the state convention and members of ward and
50 town committees.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and thirty-three of
2 said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “public”, in the
4 fifth line, the words: and civic, —and by inserting
5 after the word “offices”, in the fifth line, the words:
6 and positions of responsibility and trust, not in any sec-
-7 tarian, racial or fraternal bodies, so as to read as fol-

.B lows: Section 133. Every nomination paper shall state,
9 in addition to the name of the candidate, (1) his resi-

-10 dence, with street and number thereof, if any, (2) the
11 office for which he is nominated, (3) the political or
12 municipal party which he represents, and the paper may
13 state, in not more than eight words, the occupation of
14 the candidate, the public and civic offices and positions
15 of responsibility and trust, not in any sectarian, racial or
16 fraternal bodies, which he has held, or that he is a candi-
-17 date for renomination: ■provided , he is at the time an in-
-18 cumbent of the office for winch he seeks renomination for
19 another term, but not otherwise. Every voter who signs
20 such paper shall sign it in person, with his full surname,
21 his Christian name, and the initial of every other name
22 which he may have, and shall state his residence of the
23 previous first day of April, as well as the place where he
24 is then living, with the street and number thereof; but
25 any voter who is prevented by physical disability from
26 writing, or who had the right to vote on the first day of
27 May in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, may
28 authorize some person to write his name and residence in
29 his presence; and. every voter may sign as many nomi-
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30 nation papers for each office to be filled as there are
31 persons to be nominated for or elected thereto, and no
32 more.

33 Such paper shall also contain the statement that the
34 signers thereof are members of the party represented by
35 the candidate and are entitled to vote in the caucuses or

36 primaries of that party; and whoever knowingly sub-
-37 scribes falsely to a statement on a nomination paper shall
38 be punished by imprisonment for not more than five days
39 or by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars.

1 Section 3. Section one hundred and sixty-five of said
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “public”, in the third line,
4 the words: and civic, —and by inserting after the
5 word “ offices ”, in the fourth line, the words: and posi-
-6 tions of responsibility and trust, not in any sectarian,
7 racial or fraternal bodies, so as to read as follows:
8 Section 165. The nomination paper for an elective office
9 shall give the name of the candidate, the street and

10 number, if any, of his residence, and may, in not more
11 than eight words, state his occupation, the public and
12 civic offices and positions of responsibility and trust, not
13 in any sectarian, racial or fraternal bodies, he has held or
14 that he is a candidate for renomination: provided, that
15 he is at the time an incumbent of the office for which he
16 seeks renomination for another term, but not otherwise.
17 The nomination paper of a candidate for a caucus
18 office, shall state the street and number, if any, of his
19 residence.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


