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Bill accompanying the petition of Annie Harris Smith and another
relative to the appointment of special police officers. Legal Affairs.
January 20.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Appointment of Certain Police Officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter three hundred
2 and eighty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and twelve is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “animals”, in the third line, the words: or of any
5 other society incorporated in this commonwealth for the
6 care or protection of dumb animals, and also by strik-
-7 ing out in same line the word “that”, and inserting in
8 place thereof, the word: the, so as to read as fol-
-9 lows; Section 1 . The governor may appoint, at the

10 request of the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of
11 Cruelty to Animals, or of any other society incorporated
12 in this commonwealth for the care or protection of dumb
13 animals, duly accredited agents of the society as special
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14 police officers to serve for one year from the date of
15 their respective appointments, subject to removal by the
16 governor. Such officers shall serve without pay, except
17 their regular compensation as agents of said society.
18 They shall receive no fees for services or return of any
19 criminal process and shall have, throughout the common-
-20 wealth, the powers of constables and police officers to
21 arrest and detain any person violating any law of the
22 commonwealth for the prevention of cruelty to animals;
23 but this act shall not empower any officers so appointed
24 to serve any process in civil cases, nor to exercise any
25 powers of a police officer or constable except in the en-
-26 forcement of the laws for the prevention of cruelty to
27 animals, as above provided.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


