
HOUSE . . . .  No.  1646

Ojc Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.

REPORT OF TH E M ETRO PO LITAN PARK COM M ISSION  
ON THE COST OF E X T E N D IN G  W OBURN PARK 
WAY IN  TH E TOW N OF W INCH ESTER.

To the H o n o ra b le  S e n a te  a n d  H o u se  o f  R ep resen ta tives .

The Metropolitan Park Commission, required by chapter 87 
of the Resolves of 1915 to report as to extending Woburn Park
way from Pond Street to Wildwood Street, or some other point 
which will furnish a through connection with the M ystic Valley 
Parkway, beg leave to report as follows: —

The resolve, chapter 87 of the Resolves of 1915, under which 
this report is made, is as follows: —

C h a p t e r  87.

Resolve providing foe an I nvestigation of the Cost of extending 
the Woburn Parkway in the T own of Winchester.

R esolved, That the metropolitan park commission be directed to in
vestigate and report to the next general court on or before the second 
Monday in January, the cost of acquiring land for and constructing an 
extension of the Woburn parkway from Pond street to Wildwood street 
in the town of Winchester, or to such other street or point in said town 
as will furnish a through connection with the Mystic Valley parkway. 
[A pproved  M a y  10, 1915.

Woburn Parkway has recently been constructed and opened 
to travel southerly from Pleasant Street in Woburn, near the 
center of the city of Woburn, along the westerly shore of Horn 
Pond to Pond Street in the town of Winchester. Pond Street 
runs east and west at right angles to the Parkway from Main
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Street in Woburn to Cambridge Street in Winchester, a distance 
of approximately l j  miles. Main Street is the chief highway : 
between Woburn and Winchester. Cambridge Street is the 
main highway from Arlington past the westerly side of Mystic 
Lake and thence northerly to Burlington and Lowell. Between 
these two streets, a distance of over a mile, there is no highway : 
or other well-built road south to Winchester, although one of the 
most attractive portions of Winchester is rapidly developing in 
that neighborhood, and is already well built over to within a 
distance of 1,000 feet of the southerly end of Woburn Parkway. 1 
Immediately south of Pond Street and the end of Woburn Park
way the land is still in the rough, but is soon to be developed \ 

for building lots. It falls sharply from Pond Street, with some 
good trees, slopes and ledges to Winter Pond, which appears : 
to be fed by springs, and then becomes part of the level plateau 
of the northerly part of Winchester. This level plateau has 
been almost entirely built over with attractive houses and well j 
laid out, moderate sized grounds, which make it one of the pleas- | 
antest developments of modern suburban growth. The streets j 
through this section are well built, and the houses are set back : 
from the street lines. Wildwood Street is one of the best of 
these streets, varying from 40 to 50 feet in width, but with the j 
appearance of much greater width because of the setback of j 
the houses. It extends from Cambridge Street northeasterly in 
a direction generally parallel to Pond Street to a point about 
600 feet southeast of Winter Pond, and then runs southeasterly 
in a somewhat broken course to Church Street, a broad street 
from the center of the town to Bacon Street, which is a broad 
street running across the town from Cambridge Street, crossing 
the M ystic Valley Parkway to Main Street on the easterly side 
of the town. Wildwood Street also connects with Central Street 
which enters the extensive estate known as Rangeley and the 
home estate of the late Edwin Ginn on Bacon Street opposite 
the portion of the M ystic Valley Parkway on the westerly side of 
the railroad tracks. Wildwood Street towards Cambridge Street 
also passes the end of Wedgmere Avenue, about 1,000 feet from 
Winter Pond, an unusually broad street running parallel to and 
about 500 feet from Cambridge Street to Church Street at a 
point about 1,500 feet north from land forming part of the lands 
held by this Board along M ystic Lake.

Pond Street is a country road of irregular course and for part 
of its length poorly built and maintained. It lias few houses and j
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has been made more attractive by the improvement of that 
brook. Woburn Parkway is as yet little known, but it has a 
great beauty, with Horn Pond on one side and 1 | miles of at
tractive woodland on the other side almost to the center of Wo 
burn. W oburn is one of the considerable sized cities of the 
District which was approachable from the center of the District 
by only one highway before the Parkway was built. A connec
tion between Woburn Parkway and M ystic Valley Parkway is j 
very important to that city and to the completeness of some 
twenty miles of other parkways already provided for.

The connections between the southerly end of Woburn Park- 
way and Wildwood Street will furnish connections with good 
roads which lead to M ystic Valley Parkway on the easterly 
side of M ystic Lakes and to Cambridge Street on the westerly 
side of M ystic Lakes. So far as present necessities are con
cerned, it is perhaps unnecessary to go farther at the present 
time, but as the land for a parkway connection over the entire 
distance is now practically open, and this part of the town ol 
Winchester is rapidly being built over, it would seem wiser to 
acquire at this time all the land necessary for a complete con
nection, and if the construction of the entire distance is not at, 
present feasible, then construct as far as Wildwood Street, 
leaving construction of the rest of the distance for the future.

Having these facts and opportunities in mind, the Board rec
ommends that the land for an extension of Woburn Parkway 
be acquired in such form as to extend to and control the shores 
of Winter Pond, and thence extend in two roadways, one easterly 
to connect with Woodside' Road leading into the southerly branch 
of Wildwood Street, and the other westerly to connect with 
Wildwood Street opposite Wedgemere Avenue, and that the land 
be acquired for a future improvement of Wildwood Street and 
its extension by Central Street through Rangelv around the 
easterly side of the Ginn estate to a connection with the Mystic 
Valley Parkway, and that construction from the Woburn Park
way to Wildwood Street at the two points mentioned be also 
provided for at this time.

The plan accompanying this report indicates in general form 
the land which would be required and the public convenience 
which would be served by the acquirement and construction 

recommended.
The cost of the land is estimated to be not over .$25,000, and 

the cost of construction from Woburn Parkway to the two points
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on W ildwood Street recommended is estimated to be not over 
$25,000, a total of $50,000. It is recommended that this amount 
be provided by an appropriation as an addition to the Metro
politan Parks Loan, Series Two, under chapter 278 of 1894. A 
bill to cover this amount is submitted with this report.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

W ILLIAM  B. de las CASAS, 
E D W IN  U. CURTIS, 
ELLERTON P. W H ITNEY, 
EV ER ETT C. BENTO N, 
CHARLES J. BARTON,

M e tr o p o li ta n  P a r k  C o m m iss io n .
Jan. 6, 1916.
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

A n  Act to authobjze the Metropolitan P a r k  Commission to acqtiu 
Land fob and construct an Extension op Woburn P arkwat 
to Woodside Road and Wildwood Street and for the improve- 
ment and extension of Wildwood Street in the Town of Win
chester.

B e  i t  enacted  by the S e n a te  a n d  H o u se  o f  R epresen ta tives in  G m i  
C o u rt assem bled , a n d  by the a u th o rity  o f  the sa m e, as fo llow s :

1 S e c t io n  1. T h e  m e tro p o lita n  p a rk  com m ission is hereby author-
2 ized to acquire land for and construct an extension of Woburn park-
3 way to Woodside road and Wildwood street, and to acquire land for
4 the further improvement of Wildwood street and for its extension to
5 Central street, in the town of Winchester, and for that purpose to
6 exercise the powers conferred upon it by chapter two hundred and
7 e ig h ty -e ig h t of th e  a d s  of th e  y e a r  e igh teen  h u n d red  and ninety-four,
8 a n d  a c ts  in  a d d itio n  th e re to  a n d  in  am en d m en t thereof, and to expend
9 for the purpose the sum of fifty thousand dollars as an addition to 

10 the metropolitan parks loan, series two.

1 Section 2. To meet expenditures made under authority of this
2 act the treasurer and receiver-general, with the approval of the gov-
3 ernor and council, shall issue scrip or certificates of indebtedness,
4 bearing interest at a rate not exceeding four per cent per annum, to
5 the amount of fifty thousand dollars, as an addition to the Metropolitan
6 Parks Loan, Series Two, and shall add to the existing sinking fund to
7 provide for the payment of the same. Such scrip or certificates of
8 indebtedness shall be issued and additions to said sinking fund shall be
9 assessed and collected in accordance with the provisions of chapter

10 four hundred and nineteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
11 and ninety-nine, and acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


