
HOUSE No. 1715

Bill accompanyng the petition of John A. O’Keefe and others that
the lives of children be safeguarded by further legislation relative to
the definition of the term “schoolhouse” and to the construction of
choolhouses. Mercantile Affairs. February 15

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To define the Term “Schoolhouse” and relative to the

Construction of Schoolhouses.
)3e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The term “schoolhouse” when used in
2 this act shall include any building, or part of a building,
3 used as a public or private school, academy, seminary or
4 college, containing one or more rooms, where a regular
5 course of instruction is afforded to more than ten pupils
6 at one time.

1 Section 2. ihe requirements herein set forth shall
2 be put into effect before the first day of January, nine-
.> teen hundred and seventeen; but in the city of Boston
4 the building commissioner, and in other parts of the com-

Ci)c Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts.
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5 monwealth the chief of the district police, may, for
6 sufficient reason, grant an extension of time within which

said changes shall be made.

1 Section 3. In schoolhouses not exceeding one story
2 in height and containing more than one school room, if
3 the heating apparatus be located in the basement, the
4 ceiling of the basement, if constructed of combustible
5 material, shall be protected with metal lath and cement
6 plaster at least three quarters of an inch in thickness;
7 all spaces under walls and partitions and over girders,
8 around heat and vent pipes, and around stairways, shall
9 be thoroughly fire-stopped with brick in mortar, or its

10 equivalent; and self-closing fire doors shall be installed
11 at the top or bottom of each stairway leading from the
12 basement to the floor above.

1 Section 4. In schoolhouses that exceed one story in
2 height the basement shall be cut off from the floor above

in the following manner: the ceilings, underside of stair
4 ways and landings, if constructed of combustible material,
5 shall be covered with metal lath and cement plaster, at
6 least three quarters of an inch in thickness; all spaces

7 under walls and partitions and over girders, around heat
8 and vent pipes, and around stairways, shall be thoroughly
9 fire-stopped with brick in mortar, or its equivalent; and

10 self-closing fire doors shall be installed at the top or
11 bottom of each stairway leading from the basement to
12 the floor above.

1 Section 5. In schoolhouses exceeding one story in
2 height where there are stairs or stairways connecting the
3 first floor with the basement, the entire basement and all
4 rooms above the basement used for manual training
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5 laboratories, or other hazardous purposes, shall he
6 equipped with automatic sprinklers provided with an
7 adequate water supply, and installed in accordance with
8 the standard regulations adopted by the district police.
9 Such sprinklers shall be adequately protected against

10 freezing, and shall be kept in commission and under
11 pressure whenever the building is occupied for school
12 purposes.

1 Section 6. In schoolhouses containing more than one
2 room, partitions of wooden sheathing shall not be al-
-3 lowed in the basement, unless they be covered with
4 metal lath and cement plaster, or its equivalent; and
5 if heating apparatus be located in the basement such
6 apparatus shall be separated from other parts of the
7 basement by fireproof partitions, the openings in which
8 shall be equipped with self-closing fire doors.

1 Section 7. In all schoolhouses, corridors leading to
2 two or more exits shall be divided by a cross partition

equipped with self-closing double swinging doors.

1 Section 8. Rooms situated in the attic shall not be
2 used for class room purposes unless such rooms open on
3 corridors that have two free and widely separated stair-
-4 ways leading to the exits from the building.

1 Section 9. In the city of Boston it shall be the duty
2 of the building commissioner and in other parts of the
3 commonwealth it shall be the duty of the building in-
-4 spection department of the district police to enforce the
5 provisions of this act.

1 Section 10. If any citv or town, or anv official or
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2 officials in any city or town whose duty it is to appro-
-3 priate money for the construction of schoolhouses or to
4 authorize such construction, refuses or unreasonably
5 neglects to carry out the provisions of this act, such city
6 or town, or such official or officials, upon information
7 presented by the building commissioner in the city of
8 Boston, and by the chief of the district police in other
9 parts of the commonwealth, shall be liable to a fine not

10 exceeding one thousand dollars. It shall be the duty of
11 said building commissioner and of said chief of the dis-
-12 trict police to present information in such cases.

1 Section 11. The requirements of this act shall apply
2 also to all schoolhouses hereafter erected, if not of fire-
-3 proof construction.


