
HOUSE No. 1829

Executive Department , Boston, March 6, 1916.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representati
I return herewith without my approval, House Bill No.

1185, entitled “An Act Relative to the Appointment and
lerms of Office of Heads of Departments and Municipal
Boards in Cities.”

The voters of the city of Cambridge, at an election held in
November, accepted Plan B so-called, contained in Chapter
267 of the General Acts of 1915, and the said Pirn is there-
fore the method of government adopted by that city. The
pending bill is designed to put certain offices of the city
immediately under the operation of the provisions of said
Plan. So far as the filling of these offices is concerned, the
plan has not as yet become operative, and it is the purpose
of the pending bill to have them filled by appointment by
the Mayor, subject to confirmation by the City Council.

While it would be better to have this proposed change
submitted by referendum to the voters of Cambridge, yet
the extension of the application of the principle for which
they have voted in order to give their present city gov-
ernment the same power that they have decreed for it in
the future, would not in my opinion make the absence of a
referendum provision so vital an objection as to justify me
in vetoing the bill.

There is, however, a provision clearly objectionable
and likely to produce results which I imagine were not con-
templated by its authors. Instead of providing that the
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officers affected by the bill shall exercise the duties
powers of their respective offices until the nomination
confirmation of their successors, their tenure is at
terminated, and there is a grave question whether
would not be a paralysis in the departments of the
government affected and a serious danger of vexatious
expensive litigation.
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