
HOUSE No. 1906

Bill accompanying the petition of George B. Glidden relative to the
establishment of fire and water districts in towns. Towns. March 22,c

AN ACT
To authorize the Organization of Fire Districts in Towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfte Commontoealtj) of a^assacJjuseus.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

1 Section 1. In a town owning no water supply sys-
-2 tem, ten or more legal voters of the town may apply to
3 the board of selectmen to establish a fire district. Such
4 application shall be made by a petition in writing signed
5 by such voters, setting forth the name and limits of the
6 proposed district.

1 Section 2. The selectmen, upon the receipt of such
2 petition, shall forthwith call a meeting of the voters of
3 the proposed district to consider and vote upon the
4 question of establishing such district. Notice of such
5 meeting shall be given in the same manner as notice of
6 a town meeting is given, and such notice shall state the
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7 purpose for which the meeting is called. If the select-
-8 men refuse or neglect to give such notice, a justice of
9 the peace may do so.

1 Section 3. If at such meeting a majority of the voters
2 of the proposed district vote to establish such district,
3 the selectmen shall forthwith file with the state depart-
-4 ment of health a copy of said petition and the notice of
5 said meeting, duly certified by the selectmen or a major-
-6 ity of them, and a certificate stating that a majority of
7 the voters of the proposed district have voted to es-
-8 tablish such district.

1 Section 4. Thereupon the state department of health
2 shall investigate and ascertain the needs of the proposed
3 district, and if in its opinion the district should be
4 established it shall report that fact to the secretary of
5 state, who shall forthwith issue and send to the selectmen
6 of the town a certificate of incorporation constituting
7 the inhabitants of the town liable to taxation and residing
8 within the limits of the proposed district a fire district.
9 Such district, except as may be otherwise provided herein,

10 shall have all the powers and be subject to all the duties
11 and liabilities set forth in the general laws now or here-
-12 after in force relating to fire districts.

1 Section 5. The first meeting of said district shall be
2 called on petition of five or more voters therein, by a
3 warrant from the selectmen, or from a justice of the
4 peace, directed to one of the petitioners requiring him
5 to give notice of the meeting by posting copies of said
0 warrant in two or more public places in said district,
7 seven days at least before the time of the meeting. One
8 of the petitioners shall preside until a clerk is chosen and
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9 sworn, and the clerk shall preside until a moderator is
10 chosen. The meeting may then proceed to act on the
11 other articles in the warrant.

1 Section 6. Such district may, subject to the provi-
-2 sions of section sixty-seven of chapter thirty-two of the
3 Revised Laws, adopt by-laws prescribing by whom and
4 how meetings may be called and notified; and, upon the
5 application of five or more legal voters in the district,
6 meetings may also be called by warrant as provided in
7 section five. Such district may also choose such other
8 officers not provided for in this act as it may deem
9 necessary or proper.

1 Section 7. Such district may make contracts for the
2 purchase of water, and for the purchase or hire of en-
-3 gines, hose, hose carriages, and other apparatus and
4 things necessary for the extinguishment of fires, for fire
5 hydrant service and for any other thing that may law-
-6 fully be done by said district.

1 Section 8. Such district may, at meetings called for
2 the purpose, raise money by taxation for any of the
3 purposes for which fire districts may, under general laws
4 now or hereafter in force, raise money, and for all
5 other purposes necessary or proper under the provisions
6 of this act.

1 Section 9. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
2 sage.




