
HOUSE . . . . No, 1911
[Substituted for House, No. 1383.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To prohibit the Practice of Law by Corporations.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

unlawful for any corporation
attorney-at-law for any person

1 Section 1. It shall be
2 to practice or appear as an
3 other than itself in any court in this commonwealth or
4 before any judicial body, or to hold itself out to the pub-
-5 lie or to advertise as being entitled to practice law; it
6 shall further be unlawful for any corporation to give legal
7 services or advice, or to draw agreements, or other legal

8 documents not relating to its lawful business, or to draw
9 wills, or to practice law, or to hold itself out in any man-

-10 ner as being entitled to do any of the foregoing acts,
11 whether by or through any person or persons, and
12 whether orally or by advertisement, letter or circular:
13 provided, however, that the foregoing shall not prevent any
14 national bank or any bank or trust company incorporated
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15 under the laws of this commonwealth from furnishing to

16 persons with whom it may deal or who may apply for
17 the same, through its officers or agents, legal information
18 or legal advice with respect to investments, taxation, or
19 an issue or offering for sale of stocks, bonds, notes or
20 other securities or property.

1 Section 2. Any corporation violating the provisions
2 of this act shall be liable to a fine of not more than one
3 thousand dollars; and every officer, agent or employee of
4 any such corporation who, on behalf of the same, di-
-5 rectly or indirectly, engages in any of the acts herein
6 prohibited, or assists such corporation to do such pro-

-7 hibited acts, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

1 Section 3. This act shall not prohibit a corporation
2 from employing an attorney or attorneys in and about its
3 own affairs or in any litigation to which it is or may be a
4 party.

1 Section 4. This act shall not apply to any corpora-
-2 tion lawfully engaged in the business of conducting a
3 mercantile or collection agency, or lawfully engaged in
4 the examination and insuring of titles to real property, or
5 lawfully engaged in assisting attorneys-at-law to organize
6 corporations, or organized for and lawfully engaged in
7 benevolent or charitable purposes, or organized under the
8 authority of the commonwealth for the purpose of as-
-9 sisting persons without means in the pursuit of any civil

10 remedy.


