
HOUSE No. 1913

Executive Department Boston, March 23, 1916.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative
I return herewith without my approval an engrossed bill

entitled “An Act to regulate the Keeping and Sale of
Inflammable Compounds for use as Stove Polish.” (See
House Bill No. 1842).

This bill would permit the keeping or selling of a com-
pound “for use as stove polish which will emit a gas that
will flash at a temperature of less than one hundred degrees
Fahrenheit”, and which contained forty per cent of com-
bustible matter. The Fire Prevention Commissioner reports
to me that under the provisions of the bill there might be
“forty per cent free gasoline which would be a very dan-
gerous liquid to offer for sale as a stove polish. The use of
such a polish in the home would be a very dangerous
practice because gasoline is extremely inflammable and the
vapor from the gasoline when mixed with air is explosive.”
The Deputy Chief of the District Police also disapproves of
the bill. The bill would set aside a regulation of the District
Police prohibiting the storing or selling of an inflammable
compound for use as a stove polish. The use of a com-
pound so dangerous to the public safety should not be
legalized and it certainly should not be legalized by a re-
quirement providing simply for the printing of a warning in
English that it was a dangerous and an inflammable com-
pound, as is provided in the bill. There are many people in
the Commonwealth who do not speak or read the English lan-
guage and would not be warned of the danger of using a
gasoline or other inflammable stove polish.

For these reasons I am unable to give the bill my approval.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.
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