
HOUSE No. 1945

To the Honorable Senate and House of Represenlcdives in General
Court Assembled:

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 20 of the
Resolves of the year 1915 and resolve in amendment thereof,
the Pilgrim Tercentenary Commission submits its report to
the General Court of a plan for the celebration of the 300th
Anniversary of the Landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth.

In the discharge of its duties the Commission has given
public hearings and Invited suggestions from any person
within or without the commonwealth who was interested in
the proposed celebration, and has received numerous com-
munications in relation thereto.

The Commission has also visited Plymouth and conferred
with committees representing citizens in that locality. The
nature of the event which it is sought to commemorate, viz.,
the first permanent settlement in New England, the ideals
which inspired the Pilgrims, and the influence of those ideals
upon the state and the nation, which it is the purpose of
this commemoration to emphasize, made it inevitable, in
the opinion of the Commission, that any form of celebration
adopted, to be appropriate and satisfactory, must be simple,
dignified, and in substantial ways permanent in its character.

The Commission unanimously agreed that the best per-
manent memorial would be the improvement and preserva-
tion of those localities within the town of Plymouth which
were specially connected with the Pilgrim story, and which
it is possible to restore and preserve.

The Commission, therefore, recommend the following
measures, which while independent of each other and thus
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permitting individual treatment, at the same time are so
related that if all are adopted there will be, as far as modern
conditions permit, a memorial which will be at once attrac-
tive, suggestive, and permanent.

Ist. The present conditions along the water front in the
town of Plymouth, in the. vicinity of Plymouth Rock, be-
tween Town Brook and Brewster Street, are unsightly and
unattractive, and necessarily so by reason of the present
uses of such water front. The present wharves, coal sheds,
and other buildings on both sides of the Rock, in the opinion
of the Commission, should be removed, and the natural line
of the shore restored, so far as possible. It would add much
to the interest if the present canopy over the Rock should be
removed and the Rock lowered to its original bed, and a
more appropriate enclosure erected. In more dignified and
impressive surroundings, the disappointing impressions which
so many visitors receive on their visit to the Rock would be
wholly avoided. The details of the treatment of the shore
and the Rock may properly be submitted to expert en-
gineers and architects, but the general idea winch the Com-
mission recommends is the permanent alteration and im-
provement of the water front on both sides of the Rock.

2nd. On the hill, rising above the Rock, were buried those
of the Pilgrim company who died the first winter.

On that spot they laid to' rest together, the earth carefully smoothed
down that the Indian might not count the number, the true, the pious,
the beautiful, and the brave, till the heavens be no more.

The buildings which formerly stood along the slope of the
hill have been removed, and by the liberality of a generous
citizen of Baltimore the original slope and contour of the
hill has been restored. The line of the first graves on the
summit of the hill is within the limits of the present traveled
road.

The Commission recommends that sufficient land be ac-
quired upon the hill to permit the discontinuance of the
present highway and the location of a neAV highway, westerly
of the present line, so that it would be possible to provide a
suitable protection and marking, simple and appropriate, of
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that early line of graves. This will require the removal of a
few buildings upon the top of the hill and will leave there an
open space. On this hill the Commission recommends the
erection of a permanent memorial hall, which shall not only
perpetuate the memory of the Pilgrims but shall also fitly
recognize the fact that here was established the first town
government and was laid the foundation of free, demo-
cratic institutions in America. Such a hall would serve as a
meeting place for the various societies throughout the coun-
try who may desire to avail themselves of the opportunities
which the celebration here recommended may afford, of
holding their meetings in Plymouth. Such a hall is neces-
sary in order to provide a suitable place for the commemo-
ration exercises on the 300th anniversary of the Landing in
December, and this permanent memorial will properly recog-
nize the importance of the event and the widespread interest
in its proper commemoration.

3rd. The Commission recommends the restoration of the
slope of Burial Hill to its original condition, by the removal
of the houses along School and South Russell streets. When
this is done, a low retaining wall erected, and the slopes
properly graded of that Hill which attracts so deeply the
visitor to Plymouth, the work of the preservation of those
localities most intimately associated with the memory of the
early settlers at Plymouth will be practically completed.

The work suggested in the foregoing recommendations will
not involve an expense out of proportion to the result sought
and will not require the removal of any buildings of historic
interest or importance. When completed it will restore the
conditions and appearance of an earlier day and will meet,
in the opinion of the Commission, the general approval of all
interested in the permanent preservation of these historic
localities.

It is estimated that each year a hundred thousand persons
visit Plymouth, attracted by its historic interest. With addi-
tional facilities of communication, it is probable that the
number of visitors will largely increase each year. The
permanent improvement and preservation of the historic
localities herein recommended is the first step to be taken in
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the general plan for this celebration. The localities named
are the first to which the interested visitor to Plymouth will
turn, and the improvements herein suggested are, in the
opinion of the Commission, not only eminently desirable but
necessary for the proper celebration of the event to be com-
memorated.

In addition to these recommendations for the permanent
marking of historic places, the Commission further recom-
mend that during the summer of 1920 the Landing at
Plymouth shall be commemorated by the holding of an his-
toric pageant of such a nature and magnitude as will not
only preserve the story of the Landing of the Pilgrims and
the historic settlement at Plymouth, which is well adapted
to a picturesque reproduction, but will also typify and illus-
trate the steps, not merely of New England’s advancement
from the small beginnings at Plymouth, but also the progress
of the nation as well.

It is believed that such a celebration on the shores of
Plymouth Bay will not only serve to impress the thousands
of visitors who may gather there during the summer months
with the true significance and importance of the event, but
that it may be so reproduced in some form of moving pic-
tures which may long be used to illustrate the history of the
country in the public schools of the country and teach the
story of the country’s history and development in a more
instructive and inspiring way than is possible by books
alone; that under some such form of celebration the past may
seem to live again and the lessons of the Pilgrims’ lives and
labors be deeply impressed not only upon the present but
upon the future generations.

The Commission desire to note that of all the forms of
celebration suggested, this form of an historic pageant has
received the most general endorsement.

The Commission has carefully noted that with almost
entire unanimity the suggestions brought to its attention
have presented definite and decided objections to the holding
in 1920 of a celebration in the nature of a world’s fair or
world’s exposition, merely or principally commercial and
industrial in its character, such as those of recent years in
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other parts of the country. Such a form of celebration in
the opinion of the Commission would be quite unsuited to
commemorate the lives or the service of the Pilgrim com-
pany. The Commission, however, agrees with many others
whose suggestions have been received, that some form of an
international exposition should be held in 1920 which would
bring together and especially emphasize the great achieve-
ments in science, education, religion, philosophy, music and
all the other arts of the past 300 years.

The Commission recommends that the Commonwealth in
conjunction with the other New England States and the
nation, should emphasize the importance of the Arts by
offering adequate prizes for original works, dealing especially
with the Colonial period, in the several fields of artistic
creation. These should include drama, opera, epic poetry,
orchestral music, painting, sculpture and architecture. The
poetic, dramatic and musical compositions that are awarded
prizes should be guaranteed public performances, the pic-
tures and sculpture become the property of the State and
be given fitting and permanent places in public buildings,
while the architectural designs should be carried out in con-
nection with the proposed Plymouth improvements or wher-
ever permanent structural memorials may be established.

Without expert assistance in the many difficult problems
necessarily involved, the Commission is unable to determine
definitely upon the plan, scope, or place of an international
exposition, but is of opinion that so much of the plan for the
celebration herewith submitted as relates to the permanent
improvement of the historic localities in Plymouth and the
historic pageant upon its shore, should be undertaken at
once.

With these recommendations as to the plan of the celebra-
tion, the Commission concludes its report with the definite
recommendations that the Governor be authorized to appoint
an unpaid commission as a permanent commission on the
Pilgrim Tercentenary celebration, and that an initial appro-
priation of .|50,000 be made for the expenses of such com-
mission, and to enable it to employ the services of such per-
manent officers and experts as in its opinion are necessary to
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perfect the plan for the celebration upon the general lines
suggested by this Commission, all expenditures to be subject
to the approval of the Governor and council, and that said
commission be directed to report upon the plan, scope and
place of such international exposition as has been herein
suggested. Such Commission should have the necessary
authority, not only to employ the expert assistance for the
preparation of detailed plans and estimates of cost to carry
out the recommendations herein submitted, but should at the
same time be authorized to invite the co-operation of the
government of the United States, the legislature of the
several states, foreign governments, societies and individuals,
to secure the permanent memorials and the proposed cele-
bration herein suggested.

Numerous suggestions have been presented to this Com-
mission as to the plan and scope which said exposition of arts
and sciences shall take, which will be submitted to the per-
manent commission for its consideration and action. Among
others which have particularly interested this Commission
we call attention to the plan submitted by Ralph Adams
Cram, architect, as containing suggestions of special value.

The Commission desires to express its appreciation of the
courtesy of the Bostonian Society in granting to the Com-
mission the use of a room in the Old State House for its
meetings, and also to recognize the useful services, volun-
tarily rendered, of its secretary, Mr. William Carroll Hill.

GEORGE von L. MEYER.
RALPH ADAMS CRAM.
ALBERT E. DUNNING.
JAMES LOGAN.
ARTHUR LORD.
Denis a. McCarthy.
SHERMAN L. WHIPPLE.

Boston, March 27, 1916,


