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House of Representatives, April 5, 1916.

The committee on Mercantile Affairs to whom was
referred a part of the recommendations of the Commissioner
of Weights and. Measures (House, No. 269), report the
accompanying bill (new draft of House, No. 272).

For the committee.

GEO. D. CHAMBERLAIN.

Cljc CommotHucaltii of Cgassatlnisctts.



[Apr.LICENSING OF PEDLERS.9

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Licensing of Pedlers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Sections thirteen, fifteen, sixteen, seven-
-2 teen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-three, twenty-
-3 four, twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-seven and twenty-
-4 nine of chapter sixty-five of the Revised Laws, as
5 amended by chapter five hundred and thirty-one of the
6 acts of the year nineteen hundred and two, chapters two
7 hundred and four and three hundred and seventy-seven
8 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and five,
9 chapter three hundred and forty-five of the acts of

10 the year nineteen hundred and six, chapter one
11 hundred and fifty-one of the acts of the year nine-
-12 teen hundred and six, section one of chapter five
13 hundred and seventy-one of the acts of the year
14 nineteen hundred and seven, chapter four hundred
15 and nineteen of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
-16 deed and ten, chapter one hundred and ninety-two
17 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve,
18 and by chapter two hundred and fifty-three of the
19 general acts of the year nineteen hundred and fif-
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teen, are hereby further amended by striking out the
whole of said sections and inserting in place thereof
the following:
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Section 13. Whoever, except itinerant vendors, and
commercial agents, wholesaler or jobber to dealers, or
other persons selling at wholesale by sample, lists, cata-
logues or otherwise for future delivery, goes from town

to town or from place to place in the same town carry-
ing for sale or barter or exposing for sale or barter,
goods, wares or merchandise, shall be deemed a hawker
or pedler within the meaning of this chapter. Hawkers
and pedlers selling, bartering, or exposing for sale or
barter, goods, wares or merchandise, except as permitted
by the provisions of this chapter, shall forfeit not more
than two hundred dollars for each offence, to be equally
divided between the commonwealth and the city or
town in which the offence is committed.
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Section 15. Hawkers and pedlers may sell without a
license books, newspapers, pamphlets, fuel, provisions,
yeast, ice, live animals, brooms, agricultural implements,
hand tools used in making boots and shoes, gas or elec-
tric fixtures, flowering plants, wild or uncultivated
fruits, nuts and berries, fruit, agricultural and other
products, if such fruit and products are those of their
own labor or of the labor of their families; provided,
that such sales are not made in violation of an ordi-
nance or by-law of the city or town. Cities and towns
may by ordinance or by-law not inconsistent with the
provisions of this chapter regulate the sale and exposing
for sale by hawkers and pedlers of said articles without
the payment of any fee, and may affix penalties for the
violation of such regulations. Cities and towns may
require hawkers and pedlers of fruit and vegetables to
be licensed, provided that the license fee does not ex-
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ceed that prescribed by section nineteen of chapter
sixty-five of the Revised Laws for a license embracing
the same territorial limits. But a person who peddles
fruits and vegetables or other farm products raised or
produced by himself or family, shall not be deemed a
hawker or pedler under the provisions of this chapter.
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Section 16. Articles other than those mentioned in
the preceding section and not prohibited by section four-
teen, including those of the growth or production of
foreign countries, shall not be sold or bartered by
hawkers or pedlers unless duly licensed as hereinafter
provided. All licenses shall be personal and shall not

authorize sales by any other person than the licensee.

60
61
62
63
64
65

66

Section 17. The mayor and aldermen or selectmen
may make regulations relative to the exercise of the
trade of boot-blacking by minors and to the sale or
barter by minors of any goods, wares or merchandise
the sale of wdiich is permitted by section fifteen, and may
prohibit such sales or such trade, or may require a
minor to obtain from them a permit therefor to be
issued on terms and conditions prescribed in such regu-
lations: provided, that in the case of persons under the

age of sixteen years in the cities of the commonwealth
the foregoing powers shall be vested in and exercised by

the school committees of said cities. No badge or per-
mit issued to a minor under the provisions of this sec-
tion, or of sections eleven to fifteen, inclusive, of chapter
eight hundred and thirty-one of the acts of the year
nineteen hundred and thirteen, shall authorize the sale
by a minor of any article other than those enumerated
in section fifteen of this chapter. A minor who sells
such articles or exercises such trade without a permit if
one is required or wdio violates the conditions of his

permit or any of the provisions of said regulations shall

67
68
69

70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87



1916.] HOUSE —No. 2004. 5

be punished by a fine of not more than ten dollars for
each offence. Any person who, having a minor under
his control, knowingly permits him to violate the pro-
visions of this act, and any person who procures or
employs a minor to violate the provisions of this act,
and any person who either for himself or as agent of
any other person or of any corporation knowingly
furnishes or sells to any minor any of the articles above
referred to with knowledge that said minor intends to
sell said articles in violation of the provisions of this act,
and after having received written notice from the school
committee that the minor is not authorized to sell said
articles, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
two hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more
than six months.
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Section 18. A parent or other person who employs a
minor in peddling without a permit if one is required or
who, having the care or custody of such minor, permits
him to engage in such employment, shall be punished by
a fine of not more than two hundred dollars or by im-
prisonment for not more than six months.
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Section 19. The commissioner of weights and meas-
ures may grant a license to go about exposing for sale
or barter and selling or bartering any goods, wares or
merchandise, except jewelry, wines, sprituous liquors
and playing cards, to any person who files in his office
a certificate signed by the mayor of a city or by a
majority of the selectmen of a town, stating that to the
best of his or their knowledge and belief the applicant
therein named is of good repute for morals and in-
tegrity, and is, or has declared his intention to become,
a citizen of the United States. The mayor or select-
men, before granting such certificate shall require the
applicant to make oath that he is the person named
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therein, and that he is, or has declared his intention to
become, a citizen of the United States. Such oath
shall be certified by a justice of the peace and shall
accompany the certificate. The commissioner shall
cause to be inserted in every such license the amount of
the license fee and the names of such cities and towns
as the applicant designates. The licensee may sell or
barter in any city and town mentioned in his license any
goods, wares or merchandise, not prohibited in section
fourteen, upon payment to the commissioner of the fol-
lowing fees: for each towm containing not more than
one thousand inhabitants, according to the then latest
census, state or national, four dollars; for each town
containing more than one thousand and not more than
two thousand inhabitants, seven dollars; for each town
containing more than two thousand and not more than
three thousand inhabitants, nine dollars; for each town

containing more than three thousand and not more than
four thousand inhabitants, eleven dollars; and for each
city and for all other towns, eleven dollars and one
dollar for every one thousand inhabitants thereof over
four thousand; but the fee shall in no case exceed
twenty-six dollars, and the amount paid shall be certi-
fied on the face of the license. The commissioner shall
retain one dollar for each city and towm named in the
foregoing licenses, and shall pay over to the respective
cities and towms twdce a year the balance of said fees so
received. The commissioner may grant as aforesaid
special state licenses upon payment by the applicant of
fifty dollars for each license; and the licensee may expose
for sale or barter in any city or town in the common-
wealth any goods, fruits, vegetables, wares or mer-

chandise, the sale of which is not prohibited.
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ures may also grant as aforesaid, special county licenses
for each county mentioned therein; and the licensee may
expose for sale or barter within such county any goods,
wares or merchandise manufactured by himself or by
his employer and not prohibited in section fourteen,
upon paying to the commissioner the amounts follow-
ing: for Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex and Worcester, each
five dollars; for Norfolk, Plymouth, Bristol, Berkshire
and Hampden, each four dollars; for Franklin, Hamp-
shire and Barnstable, each three dollars; and for Dukes
County and Nantucket, each two dollars. Such license
shall describe the manufactured article or articles to be
sold or bartered under it and shall not authorize the
sale or barter of any other article by the licensee. The
commissioner shall retain one dollar for each county
named in the foregoing licenses, and shall pay over to
the respective counties twice a year the balance of said
fees so received.
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Section 23. The commissioner of weights and meas-
ures shall keep a record of all licenses granted by him,
with the number of each, the name and residence of the
licensee, and the counties, cities and towns, if any,
mentioned therein, and of all transfers of licenses, and
all such reports shall be open for public inspection. This
chapter or a synopsis thereof shall be printed on every
license. All licenses granted under the provisions of
this chapter shall bear date of the day on which they
are issued, and shall continue in force for one year from
such date; and the licensee shall endorse his usual sig-
nature upon said license.
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Section 24- All of the aforesaid fees paid to the com-
missioner shall be for the use of the commonwealth;
and all such fees paid to the treasurer of a county, city
or town shall be for the use of the county, city or town.
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Any license granted by the commissioner of weights and
measures, under the provisions of this chapter, or of any
act in amendment thereof or in addition thereto, may
be revoked by the commissioner upon conviction of the
licensee of any crime which, in the judgment of the
commissioner, warrants such revocation. Whenever any
person is convicted of a violation of any of the provi-
sions of this chapter or a licensee is convicted of any
crime, the commissioner shall be notified by the clerk of
the court in which the conviction occurred.
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Section 25. Every person licensed as aforesaid to
peddle shall endorse his name upon his license. The li-
censee shall produce his license for inspection when the
same is demanded of him by a mayor, alderman, select-
man, commissioner or inspector or sealer of weights and
measures, city or town treasurer or clerk, constable,
police officer or justice of the peace, and if he fails or
refuses so to do shall be subject to the same penalty as
if he had no license. The commissioner of weights and
measures shall at the expense of the licensee provide a
badge for each foot pedler and plates or tags for each
wagon, pack, parcel, or other vehicle used in peddling.
Such badges, plates or tags shall bear the number of
the license, the word “pedler”, and such other informa-
tion as the commissioner may deem necessary. Each
foot pedler shall wear his badge in a conspicuous place
and each wagon or other vehicle shall have the plate or

tag with the license number thereon attached to the
front or side of the body of said wagon or vehicle where
it may readily and plainly seen.
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Section 26. No license to go about offering for sale,
bartering or selling as aforesaid shall defeat or bar a

prosecution against the person licensed, if it is proved
that he exposed for sale any articles, except such as are

220
221
9.9.9

223



1916.] HOUSE — No. 2004. 9

224 permitted in section fifteen, in a county, city or town in
225 which he was not licensed to sell, or in which he had
226 not paid the amount required.
227 Section 27. Whoever counterfeits or forges a license,
228 or has a counterfeited or forged license in his possession
229 with intent to utter or use the same as true, knowing it
230 to be false or counterfeit, and whoever attempts to sell
231 under a license which has expired, or is forfeited, or
232 which was not granted and has not been transferred to
233 him, or has in his possession another’s license with in-
234 tent to use the same, shall forfeit not more than one
235 thousand dollars.
236 Section 29. The commissioner and inspectors of
237 weights and measures of the commonwealth and, within
238 their respective cities and towns, sealers or deputy seal-
239 ers of weights and measures, constables and police
240 officers shall arrest and prosecute every hawker and
241 pedler whom they may have reason to believe guilty of
242 violating the provisions of this chapter relating to
243 hawkers and pedlers. The commissioner and inspectors
244 of weights and measures of the commonwealth shall
245 have all the powers vested in the offices of deputy
246 sheriffs, constables and police officers for this purpose.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its pass-
-2 age.








