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House of Representatives, April 13, 1916.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill relative to the burial of indigent
soldiers, their wives, widows or dependent mothers (House,
No. 1554), report recommending that the same be amended
by the substitution of the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

JAMES TRACY POTTER.

CiK Commontoraltl) of ajassaclnisetts.



INDIGENT SOLDIERS, ETC. [Apr.9

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Burial of Indigent Soldiers, their Wives,

Widows or Dependent Mothers.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section seventeen of chapter five hundred and eighty-
-2 seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 fourteen is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “Spain”, in the ninth line, the words: or the Philip-
-5 pine insurrection, —by inserting after the word “Febru-
6 ary”, in the tenth line, the words: in the year eighteen

«

7 hundred and ninety-eight, by striking out the word
8 “twelfth”, in the same line, and inserting in place
9 thereof the word: fourth, by striking out the words

10 “of August in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-11 eight”, in the eleventh line, and inserting in place thereof
12 the words: of July in the year nineteen hundred and
13 two; by inserting after the word “war”, in the twentieth
14 line, the words: or the Philippine insurrection, —and
15 by striking out the word “one”, in the twenty-second
16 line, and inserting in place thereof the word: —Ten, —

17 so as to read as follows; Section 17. The mayor of
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18 each city and the selectmen of each town or, in Boston,
19 the soldiers’ relief commissioner, shall designate a burial
20 agent, who shall not be one of the overseers of the poor
21 or be employed by them, and who shall, under regulations
22 established by the commissioner of state aid, cause prop-
-23 erly to be interred the body of any honorably discharged
24 soldier, sailor or marine who served in the army or navy
25 of the United States during the war of the rebellion, or
26 during the war between the United States and Spain or
27 the Philippine insurrection after the fourteenth day of
28 February in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight
29 and prior to the fourth day of July in the year nineteen
30 hundred and two, and the body of his wife, widow or
31- dependent mother, and the bodies of such army nurses
32 as are entitled to state aid under section three of this
33 act, if they die without sufficient means to defray funeral
34 expenses; but no wife or widow of any soldier, sailor or
35 marine of the civil war shall be entitled to the benefits
36 of this section unless she was married to him prior to the
37 twenty-seventh day of June in the year eighteen hundred
38 and ninety, and no wife or widow of any soldier, sailor or
39 marine of the Spanish war or the Philippine insurrection
40 unless she was married to him prior to the first day of
41 January in the year nineteen hundred and ten. If an
42 interment has taken place without the knowledge of the
43 burial agent, application may be made to him within
44 thirty days after the date of the death, and if upon in-
-45 'vestigation he shall find that the deceased was within
46 the provisions of this section and the rules of the com-
4/ missioner of state aid, he may certify the same as pro-
-48 vided in the following section.




