
HOUSE No. 2048

House of Representatives, April 14, 1916,

The joint special committee on Commissions, to whom
were referred so much of the Governor's Address (Senate,
No. 1) as relates to commissions (pp. 7-15); the petition
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 245) of William P.
Brennan that the Board of Harbor and Land Commis-
sioners be abolished and its duties and powers transferred
to the Directors of the Port of Boston; the petition (ac-
companied by bill, House, No. 1156) of Charles L. Daven-
port relative to the duties of the Board of Harbor and Land
Commissioners and the Directors of the Port of Boston;
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1157) of
Felix A. Marcella that the powers and duties of the Di-
rectors of the Port of Boston be transferred to the Board
of Harbor and Land Commissioners; the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 1158) of Manassah E. Bradley
for the establishment of the office of state waterway com-
missioner and to abolish the Board of Harbor and Land
Commissioners and the Directors of the Port of Boston;
and the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1159)
of Manassah E. Bradley for a consolidation of the Board
of Harbor and Land Commissioners and the Directors of
the Port of Boston, report (in part on Senate No. 1) the
accompanying bill.

For the committee,

JOHN 11. SHERBURNE.

C!)c Commontucaltf) of spassacinisetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To abolish the Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners

and the Directors of the Port of Boston and to establish
the Massachusetts Commission on Waterways and Public
Lands.

of harbor and land commis-1 Section 1. The board
2 sioners, established under the provisions of chapter

3 ninety-six of the Revised Laws, and the board known as

4 the directors of the port of Boston, established under the
5 provisions of chapter seven hundred and forty-eight of
6 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven, as
7 amended by chapter seven hundred and twelve of the
8 acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, are

9 hereby abolished. All the rights, powers, duties and
10 obligations conferred and imposed by law on said boards,
11 except the administration of the commonwealth flats,
12 so-called, and of completed terminal facilities in the

13 metropolitan district established for metropolitan parks
14 now under or hereafter required or constructed by the
15 commonwealth, are hereby transferred to, and shall
16 hereafter be exercised and performed by, the commission

Clje CommonUiealtf) of O@asoacj)usctts.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:



HOUSE No. 2048.1916.] 3

17 hereinafter established which shall be the lawful successor

IS of said boards. Immediately upon the appointment and
19 qualification of the members, all books, papers, maps,

20 charts, surveys, plans, records and all other documents
21 or equipment in the possession of said boards, except
22 such as relate to the commonwealth flats, so-called, and
23 to terminal facilities in the metropolitan district, shall be
24 delivered to the commission. All the employees of said
25 boards shall, as temporary appointees, continue to per-
-26 form their usual duties upon the same terms as heretofore
27 until displaced by the commission, but any of the present
28 employees of said boards shall be eligible to appointment
29 without further examination.

1 Section 2. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall appoint three persons to serve

3 for terms of one, two, and three years, respectively,
4 from the first day of July, nineteen hundred and sixteen,
5 as the governor may specify, who shall constitute a
6 board to be known and designated as the commission on
7 waterways and public lands. As the term of each mem-
-8 ber expires, the governor shall, in like manner, appoint a
9 successor for a term of three years, and shall fill any

10 vacancy for the unexpired term. Any member may be
11 removed by the governor with the advice and consent of
12 the council. The governor shall designate one member
13 to serve as chairman, who shall receive an annual salary
14 of six thousand five hundred dollars. The other mem-
15 bers shall each receive an annual salary of six thousand
16 dollars. They shall be furnished with suitable quarters
17 in the state house.

1 Section 3. The commission shall construct the dry
2 dock in South Boston and the terminal facilities in East
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3 Boston which have been undertaken by the directors of
4 the port of Boston, may gather such information as it
5 may deem usefiil relating to the export and import
6 business engaged in or capable of being engaged in by
7 industries which are or hereafter may be situated in the
8 commonwealth, and to arrange and compile the same
9 and cause it to be distributed for use of boards of trades

10 and chambers of commerce and similar bodies and may
11 confer with the railroad and steamship companies regard-
-12 ing all matters relative to export and import freight
13 rates and may call to the attention of the public service
14 commission such cases of discrimination or unjust rates

15 as may come within its knowledge.

1 Section 4. So much of this act as provides for the

2 appointment of the commission mentioned in section two
3 shall take effect upon its passage. All other provisions
4 thereof shall take effect upon the qualification of the

5 members of said commission, but not earlier than July
6 one, nineteen hundred and sixteen.


