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House of Representatives, May 4, 1916

The committees on Agriculture and Public Plealth (sitting
jointly), to whom were referred so much of the detailed
report of the transactions of the State Board of Agriculture,
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To require the Licensing of Milk Contractors by the State

Board of Agriculture and to regulate Payment by them
to Milk Producers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. On and after September first, nineteen
2 hundred and sixteen, no person, firm, association or cor-
-3 poration shall buy milk or cream within the state from
4 producers for the purpose of shipping the same to any
5 other city or town for sale or for manufacture, unless
6 such business be regularly transacted at an office or
7 station within the state and unless such person, firm,
8 association or corporation be duly licensed as hereinafter
9 provided. Every such person, firm, association or cor-

-10 poration before engaging or continuing in the business of
11 buying milk or cream for the purposes aforesaid, shall,
12 beginning on or before August first, nineteen hundred and
13 sixteen and annually thereafter, file an application with
14 the secretary of the state board of agriculture for a
15 license to transact such business. The application shall
16 state the nature of the business, as hereinabove set forth,
17 the full name of the person or corporation applying for
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18 the license, and, if the applicant be a firm or association,
19 the full name of each member of such firm, or associa-
-20 tion, the city, town or village and street number at which
21 the business is to be conducted, and such other facts as
22 the secretary of the state board of agriculture shall pre-
-23 scribe. The applicant shall further satisfy the secretary
24 of his or its character, financial responsibility and good
25 faith in seeking to carry on such business. The secretary
26 shall thereupon issue to such applicant, on payment of
27 five dollars, a license entitling the applicant to conduct
28 the business of buying milk and cream from producers
29 for the purpose aforesaid at an office or station at the
30 place named in the application until the first day of
31 September of the following year. A license shall not be
32 issued as provided in this section, however, unless the
33 applicant for such license shall file with the application,
34 and annually thereafter, a full and complete sworn
35 statement of his or its financial condition upon such
36 blanks and in such form as the secretary of the state
37 board of agriculture shall provide and require.

1 Section 2. Except in cases where a different agree-
-2 ment is made in writing by the milk contractor and the
3 producer from whom he obtains milk or cream, all pay-
-4 ments for milk or cream received by such contractor from
5 such producer shall be made on or before the twenty-fifth
6 day of each month or on the following day when the
7 twenty-fifth day falls on Sunday, at which time the milk
8 contractor shall pay in full for all milk or cream received
9 by him during the calendar month next preceding.

1 Section 3. The secretary of the state board of agri-
-2 culture is hereby authorized and required to have printed
3 a complete list of all persons, firms, associations and cor-
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4 porations licensed under the provisions of this act, to-
-5 gether with copies of the statement of the financial con-
-6 dition filed by each licensee, and to deposit a copy of the
7 same with the city or town clerk of each city or town in
8 the commonwealth.

1 Section 4. The secretary of the state board of agri-
-2 culture may revoke a license already granted whenever
3 there has been on part of the licensee violation of any of
4 the provisions of sections one and two of this act.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


