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House of Representatives, April 22, 1916.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 280) of
Mahlon R. Perry and others of the boards of assessors of
the towns of Norwood, Milton, Dedham, Westwood and
Canton for legislation in amendment of the law for the pro-
tection of the public health in the valley of the Neponset
River, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

FRANK MULVENY.

House of Representatives, May 15, 1916.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re-
ferred the Bill relative to the protection of the public
health in the valley of the Neponset River, report that the
same ought to pass, in a new draft herewith submitted.

For the committee

GEO. W. P. BABB.

Clje Commontocaltjb of Soasoacl)iioetis.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Protection of the Public Health in the

Valley of the Neponset River.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter six hundred and
2 fifty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 eleven is hereby amended by striking out said section
4 and inserting in place thereof the following: Section 4-
5 The said board shall make return to the treasurer of the
6 commonwealth and to the assessors of the towns herein-
-7 after named schedules and plans showing the parcels of
8 land benefited by the work done or changes made under
9 this act, the areas of said parcels and the names of the

10 owners or occupants thereof so far as they can be as-
-11 certained, together with the amount of the benefits
12 accruing to each of said parcels; but the return to the
13 assessors of any town need only contain the above in-
-14 formation so far as it relates to that town.

1 Section 2. Section seven of chapter six hundred and
2 fifty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
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3 eleven is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “received”, in the sixth line of said section, the words:
5 as determined under the provisions of section four or
6 otherwise, —soas to read as follows: Section 7. The
7 assessors of each of said towns and of said city shall
8 annually divide and apportion the sum which their
9 respective municipalities are required to pay upon the

10 land benefited as hereinbefore provided, during each of
11 the said ten years, in proportion to the benefit received,
12 as determined under the provisions of section four or
13 otherwise, but no apportionment shall be made that
14 exceeds the special benefit received by the estate as-
-15 sessed; and the said apportionment shall be added to the
16 tax assessed upon said lands, and shall constitute a lien
17 thereon to the same extent and for the same time that
18 taxes assessed are now a lien upon land assessed; and the
19 payment thereof shall be enforced in the manner pro-
-20 vided by law for the collection of ordinary taxes. Any
21 land, the owners or occupants of which appear by the
22 board’s return to be unknown, if the owners or occu-
-23 pants are unknown to the assessors in the town or city
24 where said land is situated, shall be taxed to unknown
25 owners, and shall be a valid tax for the non-payment of
26 which the land may be sold in the same manner that land
27 may now be sold for the non-payment of taxes. Any
28 person or corporation assessed for taxes under this act
29 may apply for an abatement thereof, and shall have the
30 rights and be subject to the liabilities pertaining to per-
-31 sons and corporations taxed under the laws of the com-
-32 monwealth.

1 Section 3. In addition to the sums already author-
-2 ized to be expended by chapter six hundred and fifty-five
3 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven and
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4 legislation in addition thereto, the further sjim of five
5 thousand dollars may be expended under the direction
6 of the state department of health for the purpose of
7 carrying out the provisions of this act, said sum of five
8 thousand dollars to be in addition to any unexpended
9 balance of previous appropriations for the protection of

10 the public health in the valley of the Neponset river.
11 The expense incurred under this act shall be paid and
12 repaid in accordance with the provisions of section five
13 of said chapter six hundred and fifty-five.
14 To meet that part of the expense incurred under this
15 act for which the commonwealth shall be chargeable, the
16 treasurer and receiver general is hereby authorized to
17 issue bonds or certificates of indebtedness in accordance
18 with the provisions of section nine of said chapter six
19 hundred and fifty-five to an amount not exceeding two
20 thousand five hundred dollars, the same to be in addition
21 to the bonds or certificates issued under chapter ninety-
-22 one of the resolves of the year nineteen hundred and
23 thirteen, chapter one hundred and forty-three of the
24 resolves of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, and
25 chapter ninety-three of the resolves of the year nineteen
26 hundred and fifteen, the total amount of bonds or cer-
-27 tificates now to be issued and heretofore authorized and
28 issued being one hundred and five thousand five hundred
29 dollars. The remaining one half of the expense incurred
30 hereunder, in addition to the one half of the expense in-
-31 curred under the provisions of the acts and resolves
32 hereinbefore mentioned, shall be apportioned and repaid
33 to the commonwealth as provided in said chapter six
34 hundred and fifty-five of the acts of the year nineteen
35 hundred and eleven.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage


