
SENATE No. 543

Senate, April 28, 1917.

The committee on Social Welfare, to which was referred
so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as relates
to certain forms of Social Insurance; the petition (accom-
panied by bill, Senate, No. 308) of Edward G. Morris that
a system of maternity benefits be established for the protec-
tion of mothers during the maternity period; the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 747) of Roland D. Sawyer
relative to including a system of health insurance in the-law
providing compensation for injured employees; and the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1074) of Michael
M. Davis, Jr., and others for the establishment of insurance
against sickness; and so much of the report of the Commis-
sion on Social Insurance appointed, under chapters 157 and
164 of the Resolves of 1916, tc
protection of wage-earners fro)
employment and old age, and

recommend legislation for the
i the burdens of sickness, un-
to investigate the subject of
hours of labor in industries

an

reasonable restrictions in the
operated continuously for twenty-four hours (House, No.
1850), as does not relate to hours of labor in industries
operated continuously for twenty-four hours, reports (report-
ing in part on the latter, i.e., House, No. 1850) the
accompanying resolve.

For the committee,

GEO. D. CHAMBERLAIN

Ciw Commoalucaltl) of COassacfiusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

rESOLVE

Authorizing the Appointment of a Special Commission on
Social Insurance.

1 Resolved, That a special commission to be known as the
2 Commission on Social Insurance, "composed of two mem-
3 bers of the senate to be appointed by the president, four
4 members of the house of representatives to be appointed
5 by the speaker, and two other members to be appointed
6 by the governor, shall sit during the recess of the general
7 court, for the purpose of further investigating the extent
8 to which financial needs occasioned by sickness, the pro-
-9 vision of medical care among wage earners and others of

10 limited means, and the adoption of measures designed
11 to prevent disease, can be satisfied or promoted by
12 insurance. The commission shall undertake such investi-
-13 gations of health and working conditions and of existing
14 systems of mutual, stock, fraternal, state and other forms
15 of insurance in this commonwealth and elsewhere as may
16 be necessary to provide a sound basis for its recommenda-
-17 tions, and shall submit a report including such recom-
-18 mendations for legislation, accompanied by drafts of pro-
-19 posed legislation, as it may deem proper, to the next
20 general court, not later than the fifteenth day of January.
21 The state department of health, the bureau of statistics

CJjc OLommontoeait}) of Massachusetts.
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of labor, and the insurance department are hereby

23 directed to co-operate with the commission and render24 such assistance as is compatible with the proper conduct25 of their respective departments. The commission shall26 have power to elect its chairman and other officers, ap--27 point sub-committees, a secretary, and such other as-
-2S sistance, clerical, expert or otherwise, as may be neces--29 sary. It may hold hearings, with the same powers to30 examine and summon witnesses as are conferred upon31 city councils and other bodies by the provisions of sec-

-32 tions eight and nine of chapter one hundred and seventy--33 five of the Revised Laws. The commission shall have
34 a room in the state house assigned for its use, shall give
35 such public hearings as it may deem necessary, and shall36 receive such sums for assistance, travel and other ex--31 penses, and for the compensation of its members, as shall38 be allowed by the governor and council.




