
SENATE .... No. 552
Mr. MacPherson moves that this bill be substituted by amendment

for the House report of the joint committee on the Judiciary, leave to
withdraw, on the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 759) of
J. Weston Allen.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Printing and Distribution of the

Laws passed by the General Court.

Clbe Commontocaltf) of

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter nine of the Revised Laws
2 is hereby amendedby striking out sections one, two,
3 and three and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing three new sections: Section 1 . The secre-
-5 tary of the commonwealth shall, at the close of each
6 session of the general court, collate and cause to be
7 printed in one volume, the constitution of the
8 commonwealth with an index thereof, the general
9 acts and resolves passed at that session, any

10 amendments to the constitution agreed to by the
11 general court, the aggregate vote both affirmative
12 and negative on every act and resolve or part'of
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13; aiW act or resolve referred to the people in accord-
ance with Article XLII. of the amendments of the
constitution, a list of the officers of the civil
government of the commonwealth and a table of
changes in the general laws; and shall further at
the close of each session of the general court col-
late and cause to be printed in a separate volume
the special acts, the governor’s address and
messages to the general court at that session and
a list of the changes'of names returned during the
preceding year by the probate court. The general
acts shall be divided into chapters to be numbered
in a regular series without regard to the numbering
of the special acts. The special acts shall be
divided into chapters to be numbered in a regular
series without regard to the numbering of the
general acts. The volume of general acts and
resolves and the volume of special acts shall each
contain an index of the general and special acts
and resolves. The table of changes in the general
laws shall be prepared in the office of the attorney
general under his direction and the indices shall
be prepared in the office of the secretary of com-
monwealth under his direction. At the close of
the session of the general court in the year nine-
teen hundred and seventeen, the secretary of the
commonwealth shall collate and cause to be
printed in the volume containing the special acts
and resolves, the addresses and special messages
of the governor to the general court in the years
nineteen hundred and fourteen, nineteen hundred
and fifteen and nineteen hundred and sixteen,
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45 and nineteen hundred and seventeen and the
lists of changes of names returned by the probate
court during the said years.
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Section 2. The secretary of the common-
wealth shall cause to be printed of the volume
of general acts and resolves an edition not to
exceed eleven thousand five hundred copies, and
shall immediately after the publication deposit
one of such copies in his office and distribute
the others as follows:
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To the clerk of the senate, for the use of the
senate, twelve copies;

55

56
To the clerk of the house of representatives

for the use of the house, twenty-four copies;
57
58

To each member of the general court, twenty
copies, and to the clerks of each branch thereof,
twenty copies;
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To the librarian of the state library, for the
use of the library, twenty-five copies;
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To the governor, the lieutenant governor, the
members of the executive council, the attorney
general and his assistants, the treasurer and
receiver general, the auditor of accounts, the
adjutant general, every permanent state board
or commission having an office and clerk, the
senators and representatives in congress from
this commonwealth, the justices, clerks and
registers of the judicial courts, the reporter of
decisions, trial justices, justices of the peace to
issue warrants and take bail, district attorneys,
masters in chancery, medical examiners, asso-
ciate medical examiners, the controller of county
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78 urers, registers of deeds, sheriffs, city and town
t 9 clci ks foi the use of the respective cities and
80 towns, the chief of the district police, the warden
81 of the state prison, the superintendent of the
82 Massachusetts reformatory, the superintendent
83 of the reformatory prison for women, keepers of
84 jails and houses of correction, superintendents
85 of state insane hospitals and asylums, superin-
-86 tendents of the Lyman and industrial schools,
87 superintendents of the state hospital and the
88 state farm, the state fire marshal, Harvard
89 University, Boston University, Clark Univer-
-90 sity, Williams College, Amherst College, Tufts
91 College, College of the Holy Cross, Boston Col-
-92 lege, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
93 Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Massachusetts
94 Agricultural College, Wellesley College, Smith
95 College, Mount Holyoke College, Radcliffe Col-
-96 lege, the law school of Harvard University, the
9/ law school of Boston University, the Northeast-
-98 ern College School of law and the Suffolk Law
99 School, the state normal schools, such high

100 schools in the commonwealth as may apply
101 therefor, such common school in each town hav-
-102 ing no high school as may be designated by the
103 school committee, all free public libraries, the
104 county law libraries, the Massachusetts Histori-
-105 cal Society, the New England Historic-Geneal-
-106 ogical Society, the Boston Athenaeum, the Ameri-
-107 can Antiquarian Society in Worcester, such
108 other educational and historical institutions and

il accounts, county commissioners, county treas-
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109 organizations as the secretary of the common-
wealth, in his discretion, may designate, the
justices of the supreme court of the United
States, the judges and clerks of the United
States circuit and district courts for the district
of Massachusetts, one copy each; also a suffi-
cient number to the clerks of the supreme
judicial court and the superior court to supply
two copies at each place where regular or ad-
journed sessions of said courts are held.

no
11l
112
113
114
115
116
117
118

To the secretary of state of the United States,
four copies; to the secretary of each of the
United States for the use of such states, three
copies; to the library of congress, three copies.
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123 The secretary of the commonwealth shall

cause to be printed of the volume of special acts
an edition not to exceed five thousand copies,
and the secretary shall after its publication
deposit one of the said copies in his office and
distribute the others as follows: one hundred
copies for use in the various state offices and in
the committee rooms of the two branches of the
legislature, five copies to each member of the
general court, one copy to each of the justices
of the supreme judicial and the superior courts
and to each judge of the probate court and in-
solvency and the land court, one copy to the
judge of the police, municipal or district court,
one hundred copies to the state library, six
copies of which shall be preserved on the shelves
and the residue used in exchange, one copy to
the office of each city and town clerk in the
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141 commonwealth for the use of the city and
142 town officers, one copy to each city and town
143 library, one copy to each library of the common-
-144 wealth, other than city and town libraries, as
145 the secretary of the commonwealth in his dis-

-146 cretion may designate, one copy to each regis-
-147 trar of deeds, one copy to each register of pro-
-148 bate, and one copy to each of the clerks in each
149 county. The secretary shall cause to be pasted
150 on the inside cover of each copy of the general
151 acts and resolves and the special acts delivered
152 by him to any public officer for the use of his
153 office, a notice to the effect that the volume has
154 been delivered to such public officer for the use
155 of his office and that such officer at the expira-
-156 tion of his term of office shall transfer the same
157 to his successor. The remaining copies of the
158 general acts and resolves and of the special acts
109 may be sold by the secretary of the common-
-160 wealth to individual purchasers in two volumes
161 or separately at a price to be fixed by him, but
162 not less than the cost of the printing, binding
163 and paper, the money received therefor to be
164 paid into the treasury of the commonwealth.
165 The secretary for special reasons may remit the
166 cost. Copies of either volume remaining in the
167 office of the secretary of the commonwealth after
168 the first day of January in any year after re-
-169 serving fifty copies for future distribution and for
170 official purposes may, in the discretion of the
171 secretary, be delivered upon application to
172 members of the general court for gratuitous dis-
-173 tribution.
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174 Section 3. Section three of the said chapter
175 nine of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by
176 striking out the said section and inserting in
177 place thereof the following: Section 3. The
178 secretary of the commonwealth shall also, at the
179 close of each session of the general court, cause
180 to be published in pamphlet form twenty thou-
181 sand copies of the general acts and resolves and
182 the special acts passed, and of any proposed
183 amendments to the constitution agreed to during
184 such session, and shall apportion said copies
185 excepting one thousand which he may reserve in
186 his office for general distribution in his discretion,
187 among the clerks of the several cities and towns,
188 to be delivered by them to such inhabitants
189 thereof as may apply therefor. It shall further
190 be the duty of the secretary during the session
191 of the general court to send advance sheets and
192 cumulative ind ces of the general acts and re-
193 solves and of the special acts to each of the follow-
194 ing officers: The secretary of each state board
195 or commission, the clerks of the several cities
196 and towns for the use of the inhabitants thereof,
197 the justices, clerks, registrars, or district police,
198 the sheriffs, the trial justices, the justices of the
199 peace authorized to issue warrants and take

200 bail, and to the common law libraries. He may

201 also send copies to such persons as apply there-
202 for, charging not less than the cost of printing
203 and distribution. The pamphlet edition of the
204 advance sheets and indices of the general acts
205 and resolves prepared and distributed under the
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206 supervision of the secretary shall be printed with
207 side notes in uniform page style with the volumes
208 of the general acts and resolves provided for
209 under section one of this act. The secretary is
210 authorized to employ such additional clerical
211 assistance as may be necessary to carry out the
212 provisions of this act.

1 Section 2. Chapters one hundred and seventy-
-2 three, four hundred and forty-three and four
3 hundred and seventy-four of the acts of the year
4 nineteen hundred and eight, chapters fifty and
5 one hundred and forty-seven of the acts of the
6 year nineteen hundred and nine, chapter eighty
7 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and ten,
8 chapter six hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of
9 the year nineteen hundred and eleven, chapters

10 sixty-one, one hundred and nine, one hundred
11 and forty-four and one hundred and eighty-five
12 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
13 twelve, chapter three hundred and ninety-two of
14 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen,
15 and chapter four hundred and forty-nine of the
16 acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen
17 are hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage in so far as it relates to the printing of the
3 volume containing the special acts and resolves of
4 the year nineteen hundred and seventeen. The
5 remaining provisions of the act shall take effect
6 beginning with the year nineteen hundred and
7 eighteen.


