
SENATE No. 557
[Substituted by amendment by the Senate (in part) for the Senate

report of the joint committee on Ways and Means, reference to the
next General Court, under the provisions of the 10th joint rule, on the
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 88) of Malcolm E. Nichols
that a committee on financial planning be established; so much of the
message from His Excellency the Governor transmitting a Report from
a commission on the Cost of Living, summarizing its findings (Senate,
No. 383), as relates to a State budget; the special report of the Com-
mission on Economy and Efficiency, under section 8 of chapter 719
of the Acts of 1912, on the administration of State revenues and loans
(see House, No. 2225 of 1916); and the special report of the Commis-
sion on Economy and Efficiency, under section 8 of chapter 719 of the
Acts of 1912, on budget procedure (see House, No. 2228 of 1916).]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Filing of Estimates calling for

Appropriations.

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter seven
2 hundred and nineteen of the acts of the year
3 nineteen hundred and twelve, as amended by
4 chapter two hundred and ninety-six of the General
5 Acts of the year nineteen hundred and sixteen, is
6 hereby amended by striking out, in line six, the
7 word “November”, and inserting in place

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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8 thereof the word;—October,—and by inserting in
9 line thirteen, after the word “preceding”, the

10 words: duplicate copies of said statements
11 shall be filed at the same time with the super-
-12 visor of administration, so as to read as fol-
-13 lows: - Section 3. Every officer or board having
14 charge of any department, institution or under-
-15 taking which receives an annual appropriation
16 of money from the treasury of the common-
-17 wealth, including annual appropriations to be
18 met by assessments, shall annually, on or before
19 the fifteenth day of October, submit to the
20 auditor of the commonwealth statements show-
-21 ing in detail the amounts appropriated for the
22 current fiscal year, estimates of the amounts
23 required for the ensuing fiscal year, with an
24 explanation of the reason for any increased
25 appropriation, and with citations of the statutes
26 relating thereto, and the expenditures for the
27 current year and for each of the two years next
28 preceding; duplicate copies of said statements
29 shall be filed at thq same time with the super-
-30 visor of administration. The said estimates shall
31 not include any estimates for special purposes or
32 objects. The auditor, on or before the fifteenth
33 day of December in each year, shall submit to
34 the governor elect and to the supervisor of ad-
-35 ministration, copies of the amounts so required
36 by such departments, institutions or undertakings,
37 together with a statement of the general ap-
-38 propriations for said departments, institutions or
39 undertakings of the preceding fiscal year and the
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40 expenditures for the same and the unexpended
41 balance as of the preceding thirtieth of No-
-42 vember. The auditor shall further embody the
43 statements received from those in charge of such
44 departments, institutions or undertakings, to-
-45 gether with his estimates for the ensuing fiscal
46 year for the ordinary and other revenue of the
47 commonwealth, in one document, and shall have
48 the document printed and shall transmit the
49 same to the general court for its action on or
50 before the first Thursday of January of each
51 year. Copies of this document shall be dis-
-52 tributed to the members of the general court.

1 Section 2. Section four of said chapter seven
2 hundred and nineteen, as amended by chapter
3 two hundred and ninety-six of the General Acts
4 of the year nineteen hundred and sixteen, is
5 hereby amended by inserting, in line four, after
6 the word “objects”, the words: —or recom-
-7 mending changes in existing laws or new laws
8 requiring new or increased appropriations over
9 the amounts called for under the provisions of

10 section three of this act, and by striking out,
11 in line eight, the word “November”, and inserting
12 in place thereof the word: October, —so as
13 to read as follows: Section J. Officers, heads of
14 departments, boards, commissions and trustees
15 of institutions, who, in their annual reports, or
16 otherwise, recommend appropriations from the
17 state treasury for special purposes or objects, or
18 recommending changes in existing laws or new
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19 laws requiring new or increased appropriations
20 over the amounts called for under the provisions of
21 section three of this act, including appropriations
22 to be met by assessments, in addition to the ordi-
-23 nary running expenses, shall submit estimates
24 thereof in detail to the auditor of the common-
-25 wealth on or before the fifteenth day of October
26 in each year, and he shall classify and submit
27 them to the governor elect and to the supervisor
28 of administration for their examination on or
29 before the fifteenth day of December next suc-
-30 ceeding, and shall have them printed in a public
31 document, and shall transmit the same to the
32 general court on or before the first Thursday of
33 January of each year for its action.


