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Bill accompanying the recommendations of the Adjutant General
(House, No. 195). Military Affairs. January 7.

AN ACT
Relative to the Retirement of Officers of the National Guard.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and thirteen of
2 chapter three hundred and twenty-seven of the General
3 Acts of the year nineteen hundred and seventeen is
4 hereby amended by striking out said section and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the following: Section 113. Any
6 commissioned officer in the militia service of the age of
7 sixty-four years shall be discharged or placed upon the
8 retired list with the grade held by him at the time of
9 making such application, provided he may comply with

10 the other provisions of this act; any commissioned officer
11 in the militia service who has served as such in the active
12 militia of this commonwealth for the period of ten years
13 may upon his own application be placed upon the re-
-14 tired list with the rank held by him at the time of making
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15 such application; but an officer who, at the time of mak-
-16 ing such application, has remained in the same grade for
17 the period of ten years, or has served as a commissioned
18 officer for the period of fifteen years, or having served
19 in the army or navy of the United States in time of war
20 and having been honorably discharged therefrom has
21 also served as a commissioned officer in the militia of
22 this commonwealth for the period of five years, may be
23 retired with the rank next in grade above that held by
24 him during the six months preceding the time of making
25 such application. Any commissioned officer who has
26 served in the active militia of this commonwealth for the
27 period of fifteen years, at least six of which as a
28 commissioned officer, may be placed upon the retired list
29 with the rank held by him at the time of making such
30 application. Any commissioned officer requesting re-
-31 tirement after the completion of twenty-five years or
32 more of commissioned service may be placed upon the
33 retired list with such increase in rank as the commander-
-34 in-chief may direct. Service in the guard authorized
35 under the provisions of chapter one hundred and forty-
-36 eight of the General Acts of the year nineteen hundred
37 and seventeen shall be counted in determining the
38 requirements for retirement under this act. A commis-
-39 sioned officer upon the retired list who accepts a com-
-40 mission in the active militia may at any time, upon his
41 own application, be placed again upon the retired list
42 with the rank with which he was formerly retired:
43 -provided, however, that if his latest service on the active
44 list has entitled him to a grade on the retired list higher
45 than that previously held by him, he shall be given such
46 higher grade. At his own request, an officer applying
47 for retirement, or a retired officer, may be given any
48 rank of the same grade then held by him or of a lower
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49 grade. All officers who held commission in the Massa-
-50 chusetts volunteer militia prior to the passage of chapter
51 three hundred and twenty-seven of the General Acts of
52 the year nineteen hundred and seventeen, who would
53 have been entitled to retirement as hereinbefore pro-
-54 vided for had this act been in effect, shall be entitled to
55 apply for retirement under the provisions of this section.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




