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HOUSE No. 198

Office of Commissioner of State Aid and Pensions

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269, General

Acts of 1915, I have the honor to present the following
parts of the annual report of the Department of State Aid
and Pensions which contains recommendations for legislative
action, accompanied by drafts of bills embodying the legis-
lation recommended.

Very respectfully,

State House, Boston, Jan. 2, 1918.



[Jan. 1918.RECOMMENDATIONS.o

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
TO BE CONTAINED IN THE ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AID AND
PENSIONS FOR THE YEAR ENDING NOV. 30,
1917.

As the provisions of the State aid law apply to the
widow of any soldier, sailor or marine who served to the
credit of this Commonwealth in the civil or the Spanish
war and the Mexican border service, I would recommend
that the law be amended to include the widowed mothers,
widows and children up to the age of sixteen, provided that
the soldier, sailor or marine dies in the service during the
German war, or, after an honorable discharge therefrom, of
wounds or disability of service origin; and further provided
that said children are born prior to their fathers’ discharge
from the service or prior to the official termination of said
war.

I would recommend that the salaries of the three clerks
and one agent now receiving $l,lOO be increased to $1,200
per annum, as their present salaries do not equal the amounts
paid in other departments for the same degree of ability,
varied experience and responsibility. In view of the extra
work entailed by the present war, I also recommend that
the amount provided for the payment of a chief clerk be
increased from $1,500 to $l,BOO, and that the employment
of an additional clerk be authorized at a salary of not
exceeding $l,OOO. I further request permission to appoint
three extra agents at a salary of $1,300 each, their whole
time to be devoted to investigation of State aid cases out-
side the office.


