
HOUSE No. 853
Bill accompanying the petition of The Massachusetts Prison Asso-

ciation relative to the release of prisoners from county prisons. Joint
Judiciary. January 16.

AN ACT
Relative to the Release of Prisoners from County Prisons.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the;
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whenever the county commissioners of
2 any county shall be of opinion that it may be desirable
3 to release a prisoner held in the jail or house of correction
4 of said county on a sentence,they shall refer the case to a
5 probation officer or to a person selected by them. Said
6 probation officer or person shall report to the commis-
-7 sioners all facts known to him bearing upon the question
8 of the expediency of such release, with any recommenda-
-9 tions he may desire to make. Said report shall be kept

10 on file by the commissioners. If, after considering such
11 report, the commissioners shall be of opinion that the
12 prisoner is likely to lead a law-abiding life, and will not
13 become a charge upon public or private charity, they may
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14 issue to him a permit to be at liberty during the remain-
-15 der of his sentence, upon such terms and conditions as
16 they shall prescribe, and shall place him under the care of
17 a probation officer, or of a person selected by them: pro-
-18 vided, that if the prisoner is serving a sentence for felony,
19 he shall not be released until he has served one half the
10 same. If the commissioners shall vote to release such a
11 prisoner, they may delay the issue of the permit to be at
12 liberty, as long as they see fit. If they shall so direct, the
13 officer or person under whose care he is to be placed shall
14 endeavor to secure employment for him before his release.
15 While the prisoner is under his care he shall exercise a
16 friendly supervision of his conduct and by counsel and
17 advice, or otherwise, promote his interests.

1 Section 2. Said commissioners may revoke the per-
-2 mit for any violation of its terms and conditions, or of
3 any law of the commonwealth, and thereupon may issue
4 an order reciting the cause of the revocation, and author-
-5 izing the arrest of the holder of the permit and his return
6 to the jail or house of correction from which he was
7 released, where he may be held according to the terms of
8 his original sentence; and in that case the time between
9 his release on permit and his return shall not be con-

-10 sidered as any part of the term of the sentence. The
11 order for the arrest and return of the prisoner may be
12 executed by any officer authorized to serve criminal
13 process, or by the probation officer or person under whose
14 care he was placed. If at the time when the order is
15 issued the prisoner is confined in any prison under
16 another' sentence, the service of the order shall be made
17 upon his release therefrom.

1 Section 3. If, in the opinion of the superior court, it
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2 shall be necessary for the proper carrying out of the pro-
-3 visions of this act, it may appoint in any county, assist-
-4 ant probation officers, for such periods of time as it shall
5 fix, who shall perform the duties imposed by this act, but
6 shall not perforin the duties of probation officers, unless
7 specially directed so to do by the court. Officers and
8 persons performing duties under this act shall receive
9 such compensation as the county commissioners shall fix.




