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RESOLUTIONS

In favor of a Uniform National Eight-Hour Work Day.

1 Whereas, The constantly increasing productiveness of
2 machinery created by human labor and resulting from

the inventive genius of mankind enables the working
4 class to produce a given amount of wealth in an ever-
-5 decreasing length of time; and
6 Whereas, In normal times a failure to shorten the
7 workday in keeping with such increased productivity
8 drives millions of workers into the ranks of the un-
-9 employed and forces large numbers of them into beggary,

10 vagrancy, crime, vice and disease, while the under-
-11 consumption of products resulting from their inability
12 to obtain sufficient food, clothing and shelter brings
13 periodic industrial depression and crises which intensify
14 the class struggle; and
15 Whereas, The return of the military and naval forces
16 of the United States from the battlefields of Europe and
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17 their return to industry under former conditions would
18 result in an intense competition for jobs between them
19 and the formerly untrained workers, especially women
20 and minors, whom the world-wide war has called into
21 industrial activity, which would cause injustice both to
22 the returned men and those now holding their former
23 jobs; therefore be it
24 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
25 hereby records its belief that public interest will be
26 better served, labor be more fully employed and pros-
-27 perity more general, by the reduction of the hours of
28 labor to not exceeding eight per day throughout the
29 nation; and respectfully petitions the congress of the
30 United States to take the necessary steps to provide such
31 uniform workday.
32 Resolved, That certified copies of these resolutions be
33 sent by the secretary of the commonwealth to the pre-
-34 siding officers of both branches of congress and to each
35 of the senators and representatives in congress from
36 Massachusetts.


