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Bill accompanying the petition of J. Weston Allen relative to the

printing and distribution of the laws passed by the General Court.
Joint Judiciary. January 18.

AN ACT
Relative to the Printing and Distribution of the Laws

passed by the General Court.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter nine of the Revised Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out sections one, two, and
3 three and inserting in place thereof the following three
4 new sections: Section 1. The secretary of the com-
-5 monwealth shall, at the close of each session of the
6 general court, collate and cause to be printed in one
7 volume, the constitution of the commonwealth with
8 an index thereof, the general acts and resolves passed
9 at that session, any amendments to the constitution

10 agreed to by the general court, the aggregate vote
11 both affirmative and negative on every act and resolve
12 or part of any act or resolve referred to the people in
13 accordance with Article XLIL of the amendments of
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.
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the constitution, a list of the officers of the civil govern-
ment of the commonwealth and a table of changes in
the general laws; and shall further at the close of each
session of the general court collate and cause to be
printed in a separate volume the special acts, the
governor’s address and messages to the general court
at that session and a list of the changes of names
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returned during the preceding year by the probate
court. The general acts shall be divided into chapters
to be numbered in a regular series without regard to
the numbering of the special acts. The special acts
shall be divided into chapters to be numbered in a
regular series without regard to the numbering of the
general acts. The volume of general acts and resolves
and the volume of special acts shall each contain an
index of the general and special acts and resolves. The
table of changes in the general laws shall be prepared
in the office of the attorney-general under his direction
and the indices shall be prepared in the office of the
secretary of the commonwealth under his direction.
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Section' 2. The secretary of the commonwealth shall
cause to be printed of the volume of general acts and
resolves an edition not to exceed eleven thousand five
hundred copies, and shall immediately after the pub-
lication deposit one of such copies in his office and dis-
tribute the others as follows:
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To the clerk of the senate, for the use of the senate,

twelve copies;
40
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To the clerk of the house of representatives, for the
use of the house, twenty-four copies;
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To each member of the general court, twenty copies,
and to the clerks of each branch thereof, twenty copies;
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To the librarian of the state library, for the use of

the library, twenty-five copies;
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To the governor, the lieutenant governor, the members
of the executive council, the attorney-general and his
assistants, the treasurer and receiver general, the auditor
of accounts, the adjutant general, every permanent
state board or commission having an office and clerk,
the senators and representatives in congress from this
commonwealth, the justices, clerks and registers of the
judicial courts, the reporter of decisions, trial justices,
justices of the peace to issue warrants and take bail,
district attorneys, masters in chancery, medical ex-
aminers, associate medical examiners, the controller of
county accounts, county county treas-

urers, registers of deeds, sheriffs, city and town clerks
for the use of the respective cities and towns, the chief
of the district police, the warden of the state prison,
the superintendent of the Massachusetts reformatory,
the superintendent of the reformatory prison for women,
keepers of jails and houses of correction, superintendents
of state insane hospitals and asylums, superintendents
of the Lyman and industrial schools, superintendents
of the state hospital and the state farm, the state fire
marshal, Harvard University, Boston University, Clark
University, Williams College, Amherst College, Tufts
College, College of the Holy Cross, Boston College,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Worcester Poly-
technic Institute, Massachusetts Agricultural College,
Wellesley College, Smith College, Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, Radcliffe College, the law school of Harvard
University, the law school of Boston University, the
Northeastern College School of Law and the Suffolk
Law School, the state normal schools, such high schools
in the commonwealth as may apply therefor, such
common school in each town having no high school as
may be designated by the school committee, all free
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public libraries, the county law libraries, the Massa-
chusetts Historical Society, the New England Historic-
Genealogical Society, the Boston Athenaeum, the Ameri-
can Antiquarian Society in Worcester, such other edu-
cational and historical institutions and organizations as
the secretary of the commonwealth, in his discretion,
may designate, the justices of the supreme court of the
United States, the judges and clerks ot the United
States, district courts and circuit court of appeals for
the district of Massachusetts, one copy each; also a
sufficient number to the clerks of the supreme judicial
court and the superior court to supply two copies at
each place where regular or adjourned sessions of said
courts are held.
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To the secretary of state of the United States, four
copies; to the secretary of each of the United States
for the use of such states, three copies; to the library
of congress, three copies.
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The secretary of the commonwealth shall cause to be
printed of the volume of special acts an edition not to
exceed five thousand copies, and the secretary shall
after its publication deposit one of the said copies in his
office and distribute the others as follows: one hundred
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copies for use in the various state offices and in the
committee rooms of the two branches of the legislature,
five copies to each member of the general court, one
copy to each of the justices of the supreme judicial and
the superior courts and to each judge of the probate
court and insolvency and the land court, one copy to
the judge of each police, municipal or district court,
one hundred copies to the state library, six copies of
which shall be preserved on the shelves and the residue
used in exchange, one copy to the office of each city
and town clerk in the commonwealth for the use of the
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116 city and town officers, one copy to each city and town
library, one copy to each library of the commonwealth,
other than city and town libraries, which the secretary
of the commonwealth in his discretion may designate,
one copy to each registrar of deeds, one copy to each
register of probate, and one copy to each of the clerks
in each county. The secretary shall cause to be pasted
on the inside cover of each copy of the general acts and
resolves and the special acts delivered by him to any
public officer for the use of his office, a notice to the
effect that the volume has been delivered to such public
officer for the use of his office and that such officer at
the expiration of his term of office shall transfer the
same to his successor. The remaining copies of the
general acts and resolves and of the special acts may be
sold by the secretary of the commonwealth to individual
purchasers in two volumes or separately at a price to be
fixed by him, but not less for each volume than the
proportionate cost of the printing, binding and paper, the
money received therefor to be paid into the treasury of
the commonwealth. The secretary for special reasons
may remit the cost. Copies of either volume remaining
in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth after
the first day of January in any year after reserving fifty
copies for future distribution and for official purposes
may, in the discretion of the secretary, be delivered upon
application to members of the general court for gratu-
itous distribution.
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144 Section 3. The secretary of the commonwealth shall

also, at the close of each session of the general court,
cause to be published in pamphlet form twenty thou-
sand copies of the general acts and resolves and the
special acts passed, and of any proposed amendments to
the constitution agreed to during such 'session, and shall
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apportion said copies excepting one thousand which he
may reserve in his office for general distribution in his
discretion, among the clerks of the several cities and
towns, to be delivered by them to such inhabitants
thereof as may apply therefor. It shall further be the
duty of the secretary during the session of the general
court to send advance sheets and cumulative indices
of the general acts and resolves and of the special acts
to each of the following officers: The secretary of
each state board or commission, the clerks of the several
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cities and towns for the use of the inhabitants thereof160

the justices, clerks, registrars, or district police, the
sheriffs, the trial justices, the justices of the peace
authorized to issue warrants and take bail, and to the
common law libraries. He may also send copies to such
persons as apply therefor, charging not less than the
cost of printing and distribution. The pamphlet edition
of the advance sheets and indices of the general acts
and resolves prepared and distributed under the super-
vision of the secretary shall be printed with side notes
in uniform page style with the volumes of the general
acts and resolves provided for under section one of this
act. The secretary is authorized to employ such addi-
tional clerical assistance as may be necessary to carry
out the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 2. Chapters one hundred and seventy-three,
2 four hundred and forty-three and four hundred and
3 seventy-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
4 and eight, chapters fifty and one hundred and forty-
-5 seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
6 nine, chapter eighty of the acts of the year nineteen
7 hundred and ten, chapter six hundred and sixty-seven
8 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven,
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9 chapters sixty-one, one hundred and nine, one hundred
10 and forty-four and one hundred and eighty-live of the
11 acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve, chapter
12 three hundred and ninety-two of the acts of the year
13 nineteen hundred and thirteen, and chapter four hun-
-14 dred and forty-nine of the acts of the year nineteen
15 hundred and fourteen, are hereby repealed..

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect beginning with
2 the year nineteen hundred and nineteen.




