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Executive Department.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Commonwealth has been and now is passing through
a trying experience by reason of the inability of its people
to obtain a sufficient supply of fuel to provide the necessary
power for their industries, and the necessary heat for their
homes. They have already suffered in industry, and what
is more, many of them have suffered in their health. It is
hoped that the crisis has passed. We are informed that the
shortage in the Commonwealth has not wholly resulted from
the shortage of coal at the mines. On the contrary, we are
assured by those in authority that the amount of coal, both
anthracite and bituminous, mined during the past year in
this country has been much in excess of that mined during
the preceding year. Various causes of the shortage of fuel
in this Commonwealth have been suggested, among which
are the failure of our coal dealers to procure in the spring
and summer months coal in sufficient quantities, an in-
creased consumption, the shortage of tugs used in towing,
caused in no small part by the taking of such tugs by the
national government, and the inability of the railroads to
handle the increased traffic imposed upon them. But
whatever the cause, the condition which has resulted has
been so acute and serious that it is the plain duty of the
representatives of the people of the Commonwealth to do
everything within their power to prevent a further con-
tinuance or recurrence of this situation, so far as it can be
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done without infringing upon the legitimate powers of the
national government or interfering in any way with the
vigorous and successful prosecution of the war.

The economic life and welfare of the people of the Com-
monwealth depends upon the maintenance of our industries
to a larger extent than is the case in most of our sister
states. Massachusetts is essentially a manufacturing state,
and anything which affects injuriously her industries con-
cerns the welfare of all her people.

The national government is doing what it can to facilitate
the distribution of coal to New England, in common with
the other states of the Union, but the peculiar condition
which exists here in Massachusetts is better known to us
than to the government in Washington. We should at
least show a disposition to help ourselves. Everyone will
agree that nothing should be attempted to be done which
would in any way interfere with the federal government in
carrying on the war, but, within the constitutional sphere
of the Commonwealth, it is, in my judgment, not only
proper, but it is the solemn duty of the General Court to
see to it, so far as it is possible to do so, that a repetition
of this situation be averted.

I recommend that serious consideration be given to the
feasibility of empowering the Governor to take such steps
as, in his opinion, may be designed to insure an adequate
supply of coal in the Commomvealth during the coming
winter, and that a sufficient appropriation, to be expended
with the advice of the Council, be made to enable him to
execute this power, or that you take such other action as
may seem to you better adapted to deal with the situation
which I am here asking you to consider.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.


