
Executive Department, Boston, May 23, 1918.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
With the thought that the situation relating to the com-

pletion of the dry dock now under construction by the
Commonwealth is a pressing one, I am transmitting you here-
with a letter which I have just received from the Com-
mission on Waterways and Public Lands in relation to the
dry dock. I believe a survey of the situation is one that
can well demand your attention, and I am enclosing with
the letter a bill which was forwarded to me from the Com-
mission. I urge that such action be taken in this matter as
you may deem expedient.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.

HOUSE No. 1580

Cfre Commontoealtf) of Q^assacJnisetts.



GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. [May,9.

Commission on Waterways and Public Land
State House, Boston, May 22, 1918.

Governor Samuel W. McCall, Stale House, Boston Mas
Your Excellency: The work on the dry dock has

been so much delayed that it is doubtful, unless some
arrangement can be made to hasten the work, whether its
completion is possible within the period in which it may be
of its greatest value.

If full authority is given to the Commission on Waterways
and Public Lands to handle this situation, subject to the
approval of the Governor and Council, I believe it may be
possible for the Commission to make a contract, either with
some branch of the government or with some private interest,
to purchase or lease the dry dock, and to assume either all
or a portion of the burden necessary to complete the same
without any unnecessary delay. This burden would un-
doubtedly involve an added expense because of the emer-
gency work that would be required at present high prices,
but it ought to be a burden assumed by somebody in the
direct interest of the Federal Government.

In view of the importance of this matter, I am wondering
if you will not call it to the attention of the legislature. I
am enclosing a draft of a bill which I feel covers the legisla-
tion required.

Respectfully yours,

(Signed) JOHN N. COLE
Chairma

Cfte Commontoealt!) of Massachusetts.



1918.] HOUSE —No. 1580. 3

AN ACT
Relative to the Commonwealth Dry Dock.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 The commission on waterways and public lands is
2 hereby authorized to sell or lease the dry dock in Boston

harbor and to make such contracts in relation to the
4 completion of the same as in the judgment of said board
5 public exigency may require. Any lease of said dry
6 dock may contain a provision that the said dry dock
7 and any buildings or appurtenances used in connection
8 therewith and located on the lands of the commonwealth

lessee under the provisions of
of chapter four hundred and

9 shall not be taxed to the
10 section twelve of Part I
11 ninety of the acts of the ,
12 or otherwise. No such

■ear nineteen hundred and nine
ale, lease or contract for the

13 completion of said dry dock shall be valid until approved
14 by the governor with the advice and consent of the
15 council.

CJjc Commontuealtl) of 00assacinisctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.




