
SENATE No. 2

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives.
I have the honor to transmit herewith to the General Court

a report of the pardons granted in 1918, left with me by my
predecessor in office.

Executive Department, Boston, Jan. 2, 1919.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives .

I have the honor to present herewith, in compliance with
chapter 50 of the Resolves of 1860, a report of the eighteen
pardons issued by the Governor, with the advice of the
Council, during the year of my administration just closed.

Of the number thus released, six were in the State Prison,
nine in houses of correction, two in jails, and one in the
State Farm. Serious illness was the controlling reason for
the discharge of two.

\

CALVIN COOLIDGE.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.

Cte CommonUuMlEli of OMssacjnisctts.
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Pardons granted in 1918.
No. 1. Frank J. Williams. Convicted of polygamy,

Superior Court, Suffolk County, Jan. 13, 1917. Sentenced to
the house of correction for two years. Pardoned March 6,
upon the recommendation of the Advisory Board of Pardons,
which reported as follows: “It appears that Williams, who
understood that his wife had secured a divorce and that he
was then free to marry whom he chose, married one Mollie
Plamilton with whom he had lived about two months, at the
time of his arrest. A majority of the Board have reason to
believe that Williams was honest in his understanding that
he was not the legal husband of his first wife, which is borne
out by the fact that he did not leave the neighborhood where
he had lived with his previous wife but continued to live
there with the second named woman. This is the first time
Williams has been arrested in connection with the commis-
sion of any crime.”

No. 2. James Macheeas. Convicted of assault with
intent to murder, Superior Court, Middlesex County, March
28, 1917. Sentenced to the State Prison for from two and a
half to five years. It appeared that on March 26, 1914, there
was a Greek wedding celebrated in Lowell. The petitioner
acted as best man at the wedding. During the festivities a
fight occurred and one of the guests was stabbed in the hand.
The case was not a serious one. The applicant was a man
above the average intelligence and will probably never be
found again in a penal institution. He has a wife whom he
married only a month before his commitment to the prison.
She has a good home and employment waiting for him. The
Advisory Board of Pardons recommended unanimously that
a pardon be granted on parole conditions.

No. 3. Martin H. Coughlin. Convicted of non-
support, Superior Court, Middlesex County, March 22, 1918,
and sentenced to the house of correction for eight months.
Pardoned April 3, on parole conditions. The Advisory Board
of Pardons recommended this action and said that “Coughlin,
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who has four children, had had some difficulty with his wife
relative to her extravagant and indiscreet use of the money
which he gave her for the maintenance of the home. Cough-
lin was arrested for non-support and the court agreed to re-
lease him on probation on condition that he pay to his wife,
through the probation officer, $l5 a week. Coughlin offered
to pay $l2 a week, but the court would not accept his offer
and imposed the above-mentioned sentence, and the county
was to pay the usual 50 cents per week to Coughlin’s wife.
Coughlin has now deposited with the probation officer the
sum of $520, and has agreed to allow the probation officer to
pay from this sum $l5 a week to his wife for eight months.
Inasmuch as Coughlin has complied with all the requirements
imposed by the court before sentence it is recommended by
the district attorney and the probation officer that Coughlin
now be released.”

No. 4. Frank Camarea. Convicted of manslaughter, Supe-
rior Court Essex County, Feb. 9, 1917. Sentenced to the
house of correction for two and a half years. Pardoned
April 24, upon the recommendation of the Advisory Board of
Pardons, the chief clerk and almoner of the city of Lawrence,
other prominent citizens of that city. Camarra and his and
victim lived in the same house. Ciccarelli, the man killed,
started a dispute with Camarra and they engaged in a
scuffle, one shot being fired by Ciccarelli. Camarra tried to
take away the revolver, and the wife of Ciccarelli appeared
with an axe and began to strike Camarra with it. During
the struggle Camarra fired two shots, causing the death of
Ciccarelli. From the evidence before the Board it appeared
that Camarra did not deliberately kill his victim but that it
was done partly in the heat of struggle and undoubtedly with
the thought of self-defence. The petitioner had always been
a law-abiding citizen and of peaceful disposition. The Board
felt that the ends of justice might well be served if the
sentence was commuted to from two and a half years to a
sentence of fourteen months, and so recommended. Camarra
had a wife and five children who had been supported by
charity since his confinement.
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No. 5. Melyina T. Trongrean. Convicted of receiving
stolen property, District Court of Lawrence, Oct. 16, 1917.
Sentenced to two years in the house of correction. Pardoned
May 15, upon the recommendation of the special justice of
the District Court of Lawrence, who sentenced her, and the
Advisory Board of Pardons. The justice stated he had dis-
covered that there were peculiar circumstances connected
with the case which might have affected his disposition of it
had he known of them at the time. Pie had learned that she
is a woman of respectable family in a town in Canada from
which she came, and that she was driven to take the course
she did because of a large family of five children whom her
husband did very little in supporting, leaving the burden of
the support of the children upon her.

Convicted of assault with intent
idlesex County, Jan. 24, 1917.

No. 6. Samuel Young.
to kill, Superior Court, M
Sentenced to the State Prison for from three to five years.
Pardoned May 22, on parole conditions, upon the recom-
mendation of the Advisory Board of Pardons, which reported
that previous to the commission of the crime it appeared that
the petitioner was a steady worker, had supported his family
well, and was never arrested before for any offence. It
further appeared from the investigation that Young had a
wife and six children in whom he was very much interested,
and the fact that he lost his position just previous to the
Christmas holidays completely upset him, so that upon
drinking an intoxicating liquor he completely lost his head
and committed the assault in question.

No. 7. Benjamin Buck. Convicted of assault with
intent to murder, Superior Court, Middlesex County, March
12, 1917. Sentenced to the Lowell jail for two years.
Pardoned May 22, upon the recommendation of the Advisory
Board of Pardons, the district attorney and many of the
prominent citizens of Lowell, who all spoke in the highest
terms of his good character previous to the commission of
this crime. It was believed that clemency might well be ex-
tended in this case without injury to society.
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No. 8. John E. Birch. Convicted of bigamy, Superior
Court, Hampden County, Oct. 13, 1917. Sentenced to the
house of correction for eighteen months. Pardoned May 29,
upon the recommendation of the Advisory Board of Pardons
and the probation officer c 3 court at Springfield. He was
informed that his wife was de ad. Without investigating the
truth of this statement he m rried a woman with whom he
lived but a short time. He a thoroughly trained soldier,
having served in the Unite ■tates Army in the Philippi
and Cuba. He was pardoned in order that he might re-enlist
in the United States army

No. 9. Doea Goldstein. Convicted
house of ill fame, Municipal Court of Boston, April 2.3, 1918
Sentenced to the house of correction for six months. Tr
ferred to the house of correction at East Cambridge. Par-
doned June 19, upon the recommendation of the Advisory
Board of Pardons and the prison physician. The prisorison
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value of the leather, and, when asked by the party who stole
the goods to sell the leather in New York, gladly consented.

No. 11. Malcolm J. Bryan. Convicted of threat to
extort money, Superior Court, Suffolk County, March 19,
1918. Sentenced to the house of correction for two years.
Pardoned August 14, on parole conditions, upon the recom-
mendation of the Advisory Board of Pardons, which reported
that taking into consideration all of the facts in the case,
together with the favorable recommendation of the district
attorney, the Board feels that Bryan can be safely released
and will make a good citizen.

No. 12. Matted Santore. Convicted of simple assault,
Superior Court, Worcester County, Nov. 13, 1916. Sen-
tenced to the house of correction for three years. Pardoned
September 11, on parole conditions, upon the recommenda-
tion of the district attorney, the Advisory Board of Pardons
and the sheriff. Since his confinement he has proved to be a
model prisoner. His physical condition was exceedingly de-
teriorated by the report of the physician at the house of
correction that he appeared to be suffering from neurasthenia.
The Board was of the opinion that executive clemency might
well be extended.

No. 13. William M. Herman. Convicted of receiving
stolen goods, Superior Court, Hampshire County, October
term, 1916. Sentenced to State Prison for from three to four
years. Pardoned September 18, on parole conditions, upon
the recommendation of the district attorney, the probation
officer of the court, the State detective in charge of the case,
the chief of police of Easthampton and the Advisory Board
of Pardons, who believed that he had been sufficiently
punished for the crime committed. He had a wife and five
children who were dependent upon him for support.

No. 14. Daniel Joseph McPiiee. Convicted of robbery,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, Nov. 13, 1916. Sentenced
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to the State Prison for from three to five years; transferred
to the Prison Camp and Hospital. Pardoned September 18.
upon parole conditions, on the recommendation of the Board
of Parole and the complainant. The Board believed there were
extenuating circumstances in connection with the act. He
had conducted himself as an ideal prisoner in the positions of
trust in which he had been placed during his confinement,
and had shown much improvement and a growing realization
of the seriousness of life.

No. 15. Samuel Penny. Convicted of operating an
automobile recklessly, Superior Court, Middlesex County,
March 28, 1918. Sentenced to the house of correction for
one year. Pardoned September 25, upo the recommenda-
tion of the Advisory Board of Pardons and bis former em-
ployers. The district attorney offered no objection to the
release of the prisoner. The Board felt that the ends of
justice had been served by the confinement of the prisoner up
to the present time. His previous record was good, and the
Board was of the opinion that if released he would conduct
himself as a law-abiding citizen and would not be a menace
to society.

No. 16. Robert W. Goodrich. Convicted of an un-
natural act, Superior Court, Hampden County, Sept. 18,
1916. Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an
indeterminate sentence and transferred to the State hospital
for the criminal insane at Bridgewater. He was pardoned
October 2, to be transferred to an insane hospital in Vermont
near his home.

No. 17. Joseph E. Johnson. Convicted of threats to
extort, Superior Court, Suffolk County, March 20, 1918.
Sentenced to jail in Suffolk County. Pardoned October 2, on
parole conditions. Johnson’s wife and children were in an
apparently friendless condition, with no means of support.
Immediate employment awaited him so that he could provide
for his wife.and children.
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No. 18. Carl W. Aldrich. Convicted of manslaughter,
Superior Court, Essex County, Oct. 1, 1917. Sentenced to
the house of correction for two years. Pardoned, on parole
conditions, December 24, upon the recommendation of the
Advisory Board of Pardons, the, district attorney and an in-
spector of police of the city of Lynn. The assault was not a
cowardly one, the victim being a man weighing 250 pounds,
much older and more mature than the applicant. It ap-
peared that the man died as a result of being struck by
Aldrich with his fist. The Board found as a fact that the
prisoner did not intend homicide, but was chastising the de-
ceased for what he assumed to be improper and injurious
attentions by the deceased to the prisoner’s mother.


